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Price freeze 


Disabled people are living in 
unacceptable levels of poverty, 
according to new research that 
fips apart the government’s 

ment for not extending win- 
ter fuel payments to severely dis- 
abled people under the age of 60. 

The report* by the Joseph 

wntree Foundation reveals 

fat disabled people living sole- 
ly on benefits receive about 
£200 a week less than the mini- 
Mum needed for an acceptable 
Quality of life. This is because 
_ costs of personal assis- 
ce, extra equipment, trans- 
port and heating. 

The study says heating and 
power bills are up to a third 
higher than for non-disabled 
people and concluded that, as 
well as central heating, disabled 
people also need a gas fire for 
immediate heat. 

Heating costs are higher for 


disabled people because it can 
be hard for them to put on 
extra layers of clothing. Extra 
clothes also limit mobility. 

Margaret Lees, from near 
Kilmarnock (pictured on the 
front cover), who has rheuma- 
toid arthritis, said: “I wear 
woolly jumpers, sheepskin slip- 
pers and woolly socks. I some- 
times use a rug, but I have trou- 
ble putting it on my legs as it’s 
heavy and it’s easy to trip over.” 

Lorna Reith, chief executive 
of Disability Alliance, which 
helped compile the research, 
said: “It shows that disability 
benefits are already spoken for 
five or six times over. 

“We want the government to 
set a target for eliminating 
poverty in the same way they 
have for child poverty.” 

Paul Goodman MP, shadow 
disability spokesman, said: 
“Proof is obviously welcome but 
I don’t think you need proof. We 
have a payment which is made 
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to older people who have rela- 
tively high incomes but not to 
younger people who are in 
greater need.” 

Paul Holmes MP, Liberal 
Democrat disability spokes- 
man, said: “It adds to the grow- 
ing body of evidence which 
shows the gap between what 
disabled people are getting and 
what they need.” 

A government spokeswoman 
said there were no plans to 
extend the payment. “The fact 
we have disability benefits shows 
that disabled people have extra 
costs. We welcome the report as 
part of the debate but there are 
other factors we look at.” 

As DN went to press, 152 
MPs had signed Roger Berry’s 
early day motion calling for a 
winter fuel payment. 

* Disabled people’s costs of liv- 
ing: “More than you would 
think”, www.jrf.org.uk 

@ Cover picture by Garry F 
McHarg, Focal Scotland 


Waving the DDA on its way: Pupils from a Kent primary school 
gave their approval to progress on a new accessible playground on 
1 October — the day new access duties were introduced under the 
Disability Discrimination Act. The children, from Royal Park in 
Bexley, which integrates physically disabled children into main- 
stream classes, helped select Kompan, the company chosen to 
install the playground and three others in the borough. See pp24-25 


stormey reception 


Chancellor Gordon Brown got 
a surprise telling off at a polite 
Downing Street reception last 
month when he was confronted 
by a disabled schoolgirl. 

Eleven-year-old Storme 
Toolis from Elephant and 
Castle, London, who has cp, 
told the Chancellor in no 
uncertain terms to put more 
money into wheelchair services 
and physiotherapy for disabled 
children. 

She told DN: “I called him 
over and asked if I could speak 
to him. I said: “The wheelchair 
I’m in at the moment, I had to 
wait two years for.’ He said: 
‘Oh, sorry.’ 

“Then I said the physiother- 
apy service should be better 
because I had six months with- 
out any therapy last year. He 
said: ‘Oh, sorry,’ again. 

“And I told him it’s best for 
children to go to mainstream 
schools, not special schools, 
because it’s not like they 
require special treatment. 
He said: ‘You’re right.’ He 


Smiles for the camera: Gordon and Storme after their encounter 


went away after that.” 

Storme, who attends a main- 
stream school in south London, 
was at the reception for the 
25th anniversary of charity 
Contact A Family, of which her 
mum is a trustee. 


Mr _ Brown had 
announced a £1.5m grant from 
the Department for Education 
and Skills to extend the chari- 
ty’s national freephone helpline 
for parents of disabled children 
until 2008. 
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160,000 still live in 
crumbling institutions 


More than 160,000 disabled 
people across Europe still live in 
large, outdated institutions with 
little contact with their families 
or the outside world, according 
to major new research. 

A report* by Inclusion 
Europe, presented to an inter- 
national disability conference 
in Brussels last month, reveals 
many European countries still 
rely on systems of care dating 
back to the early 1900s. 

im countries such as 
Romania, Hungary and Poland, 
the disturbing image of resi- 
dents rocking in caged beds in 
sparse, crumbling dorms is “still 
the reality” for people with 
learning difficulties, it says. 


Residents’ lives are “charac- 
terised by hours of inactivity, 
boredom and isolation,” with 
staff numbers too low to provide 
any kind of therapy, and a physi- 
cal environment which is imper- 
sonal and lacking in privacy. 

“In this situation, practices 
develop that should be unac- 
ceptable, such as keeping peo- 
ple in bed all day, or the use of 
cage beds to confine people.” 

The report, which looked at 
2,500 institutions in 25 coun- 
tries, found Western European 
homes are better, but contact 
with friends and family 
remains poor. 

In France, most residents see 
their families less than once a 


month and the majority never 
see outside friends. 

Despite a shift towards com- 
munity-based care, particularly 
in the UK and Sweden, large 
numbers still live in institutions 
housing thousands of people in 
the Netherlands and Germany. 

The report’s authors call for 
a Europe-wide moratorium on 
the opening of new residential 
institutions. 

Ingrid Korner, vice president 
of Inclusion Europe, said: 
“Institutional care, even when 
done well, leads to social exclu- 
sion and is a form of discrimi- 
nation.” 

*Included In Society, available 
at www.inclusion-europe.org 


Landmark case for cannabis five 


DON CAMPAIGN 


Five disabled people are appeal- 
ing against their cannabis con- 
victions in what could become 
a landmark case in deciding 
whether it is legal to use the 
drug for medicinal purposes. 
Barry Quayle from 
Lincolnshire and Reay Wales 
from Ipswich told the Court of 
Appeal that using cannabis was 
a medical necessity because 
pain-relieving prescription 
drugs were ineffective. 
Graham Kenny from West 


Disability Bill 
IS Imminent 


The Disability 
‘Discrimination Bill, or 
Disability Rights Bill as it is 
likely to be called, was due to 
be introduced into parliament 
_as DN went to press. 
MPs were told it would be 
discussed before parliament 
took its Christmas break, if 
there were no complications 
with other bills. 

But there is not enough time 
for it to be fully debated during 
this session, so it will be carried 
over into the new year. 

After briefing the All Party 
Parliamentary Disability 
Group, Maria Eagle, Minister 
for Disabled People, said: 
“Hopefully, I won’t ever have to 
give an update on the bill 
again”. 

Labour MP Roger Berry told 
DN he was confident the bill 

would become law before the 
next parliament. “There’s going 
to be one or two minor adjust- 
ments but we want to get it 
through as quickly as possible.” 


new 


Yorkshire and Anthony Taylor 
and May Po Lee from London 
are also appealing against 
cannabis convictions. 

Edward Fitzgerald QC, 
defending Quayle and Wales, 
said: “The primary concern of 
the cases is should it be a crime 
to resort to personal use of 
cannabis for the alleviation of 
serious and chronic pain?” 

Don Barnard, of the Legalise 
Cannabis Alliance, said the case 
was crucial to the campaign to 
legalize medicinal cannabis. 

He said: “This is the big one. 


The law must be changed.” 

Danny Kushlick, of drugs 
campaign group Transform, 
said: “It’s desperately important 
that people who need to use 
cannabis should be able to.” 

The case was adjourned as 
DN went to press for addition- 
al evidence to be collected. 
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Yours for free! DN’s So 
2005 calendar, featuring images 
taken by disabled photographers 
for the Freedom in Focus com- 
petition. Designed by DN’s pro- 
duction editor Jamie Trounce, 
the full-colour, wall-hanging A 
calendar is free to all readers who want one while 

stocks last. To get your calendar, send your name and address to 
Juliana Uduezue at Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London 


N7 9PW. All donations will be gratefully received. 


Rogue supermarkets to 
be named and shamed 


DN CAMPAIGN & 


Founding members of the 


Baywatch campaign are to 
increase pressure on the Big 
Four supermarkets — by step- 
ping up “naming and shaming” 
in their publications. 

They say not enough is being 
done at store level to stop non- 
disabled drivers using disability 
bays and are also urging read- 
ers to increase the pressure by 
complaining to supermarkets. 

Meanwhile, campaigners 


were “delighted” to see a non- 
disabled driver given a ticket for 
parking in a disabled bay. 

Scope campaigns officer 
Giles Roddy was impressed to 
see a parking attendant at 
Leigh Delamere Services, near 
Chippenham, ticket a car for 
not displaying a Blue Badge. 

A spokesman for Moto, 
which runs the services, said 
the incident was “unique” but 
it was considering warning 
signs that would allow them to 
ticket cars on a regular basis. 
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“No-one should even 
consider buying a 
mobility product until 
they have read this 
remarkably revealing 
report and have 
compared prices” 


ou could end up saving 

hundreds of pounds with this 
Brand New Pricewatch 
PriceGuide from Mobility 
Matters, a group of 
independent showroom based 
distributors. 


ncredibly, prices vary 

substantially depending on 
where and how you buy and 
alarmingly, you could end up 


paying £100’s more for exactly 
the same product. Don’t make 
the mistake of paying way over 
the odds unnecessarily. 


he new PriceGuide explains 

what to look out for and 
provides you with realistic price 
ranges so you are less likely to 
get caught out. It’s free and it’s 
invaluable. 


all now and your local 

distributor will send you a 
copy of the priceguide to help 
you before you commit yourself. 


Call the 24hour request line now 
on 08705 134130 
or write to Mobility Matters, Dept DN1104, 
Freepost NHO170, Kettering, NN14 1BR 
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Have I got news for you! Laurence Clark, Simon Minty, Peter 
White, Caroline Casey and Mike Freeney took part in a disability 
version of the BBC programme, courtesy of Hat Trick Productions 


Six hundred people from the 
worlds of disability, business 
and politics celebrated the final 
stage of the Disability 
Discrimination Act at a party 
organised by the Employers’ 
Forum on Disability in October. 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
sent a message of support and 
Chancellor Gordon Brown 
spoke on video. Cherie Booth 
QC, Scope’s patron, joined the 
party and talked about the 
Time To Get Equal campaign. 
The Forum’s chief executive, 
Susan Scott Parker, said: “The 


big message tonight is we are 
all in the big picture and in it 
together.” 

She thought the UK probably 
has the best legal framework in 
the world, “which positions dis- 
ability firmly as a civil, con- 
sumer and employment rights 
issue”, and the UK was the only 
country in the world where 
employers fund and lead an 
organisation which works to the 
mutual benefit of business and 
disabled people. “It is getting 
better and it is in our power to 
make it better still,” she said. 


The death of Christopher Reeve 
has sparked tributes to his 
efforts to raise the profile of 
people with spinal cord injuries, 
as well as regrets that he con- 
centrated on campaigning for a 
“cure” for his disability. 

The actor, best known for 
starring in the hit Superman 
films, became a high-profile 
campaigner for stem cell 
research after a riding accident 
in 1995 caused an injury to his 
spinal cord that left him severe- 
ly disabled. 

He is credited with forcing 
the issue up the political agen- 
da, particularly in the USA, and 
for inspiring scientific research. 

But Tara Flood, information 
officer for Disability Awareness 
in Action, said Reeve “clearly 
surrounded himself with peo- 
ple who made him believe a 
cure was just around the cor- 
ner” when it was “potentially 
generations away”. 

“He was in a position where 
he could have done huge 
amounts for disabled people, 
but chose a different route.” 


And Dr Bill Albert, of the 
British Council of Disabled 
People’s international commit- 
tee, said the problem for British 
activists was that Reeve saw his 
disability “as a medical issue”. 

But Paul Smith, executive 
director of the Spinal Injuries 
Association (SIA), said Reeve 
helped raise the profile of 
spinal cord injuries and had 
supported an SIA appeal to 
fund peer support. 


He said he didn’t personally 
agree with Reeve’s “medical 
model” emphasis, but added: 
“Everyone has a right to how 
they feel about themselves.” 

Martin McElhatton, chief 


executive of the British 
Wheelchair Sports Foundation, 
said: “I think he was trying to 
do a lot of good and gave a lot 
of hope and information about 
what people can actually do 
with their lives.” 


New consortium plans to improve equipment provision 


A consortium of three major 
charities hopes to take over 
some of the responsibility for 
providing community equip- 
ment to disabled people. 

The RNIB, the RNID and 
the British Red Cross have been 
discussing the idea with minis- 
ters and civil servants, health 


and social services and the 
Integrating Community Equip- 
ment Services (ICES) project. 

They want to use their 
expertise to address long-stand- 
ing problems in providing 
equipment such as mobility 
and communication aids. 

The Audit Commission 


issued highly critical reports 
on equipment services in 2000 
and 2002. 

Brian Lamb, director of 
communications for RNID, 
said there were still “a lot of 
problems within equipment 
provision”. 

They include poor informa- 


tion for service-users, the ten- 
dency for disabled people to be 
assessed separately for each 
condition, and a “postcode lot- 
tery” in provision. 

Mr Lamb said they aimed to 
build on ICES’s work. “Even 
government ministers would be 
the first to say a lot more could 


be done around the whole area.” 
A Department of Health 
spokesman said the initiative 
would build on ICES’s work. 
“Because of their particular 
interests, we look forward to 
them bringing forward services 
that other non-statutory 
providers are unable to.” 
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Euthanasia no vote 
An overwhelming majority of 
MPs oppose legalising volun- 
tary euthanasia, according to 
a poll commissioned by the 
ProLife Alliance. 

79 per cent said they 
would oppose such a bill, 
while 45 per cent said they 
would “oppose strongly”. 

The results were presented 
to the select committee on 
the Assisted Dying for the 
Terminally Il] Bill last month. 


New hate crime laws 
A new hate crime law means 
judges in Northern Ireland 
will now treat hatred of dis- 
ability as an “aggravating 
factor” when passing sen- 
tence. 

The new law, implement- 
ed at the end of September, 
was welcomed by the 
Equality Commission for 
Northern Ireland. 

Longer sentences can 
already be given in England 
and Wales (DN February). 
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Court win may help) ©. 
detained to escape 


A landmark European Court 
ruling could help thousands of 
disabled people escape from 
institutions, according to the 
carers of the autistic man who 
won the case. 

The European Court of 
Human Rights found HL’s 
human rights were breached by 
his treatment at Bournewood 
Hospital in 1997. 

HL, who cannot be named, 
was “informally” detained for 
several months, and could not 
appeal against his detention 
until he was finally “sectioned” 
under the Mental Health Act. 

Mrs E, who cares for HL 
with her husband, said they felt 
“complete relief and delight” 
that they had been “vindicated” 
after seven years of legal action. 


She said the government 
would have to change its 
Mental Capacity Bill (MCB) to 
close the loophole. 

And she said the judgement 
could help other people with- 
out Capacity escape institu- 
tions. “I just think everybody 
will have to be properly 
assessed and there will have to 
be proper safeguards.” 

Campaigning charities also 
called for the government to 
address the so-called 


“Bournewood Gap” through 
the MCB. 
The National Autistic 


Society said people like HL 
should be able to appeal 
against detention with support. 

Mind said the judgement 
could affect 50,000 disabled 


people in hospitals and 
nursing homes who lacked 
capacity to give informed con- 
sent to treatment. 

A Mind spokeswoman said: 
“People who would otherwise 
be to all intents and purposes 
indefinitely detained need 
detailed care plans and regular 
reviews of their treatment. 
They cannot be simply left and 
forgotten about.” 

The North West Surrey 
Mental Health Partnership 
Trust, now responsible for the 
mental health services of the 
former Bournewood trust, 
said it was waiting for govern- 
ment guidance. 

The Department of Health 
said it was “considering 
the judgement”. 


4 working in partnership wilh 


Up and away: Jamie Weller (right) is joined by the Dean of St Paul’s 
Cathedral (centre) and Jonathan Dyer from St Dunstan’s in a balloon 
in front of the cathedral. The Dean blessed the balloon and wished 
Mr Weller a safe passage during his bid to be the first blind pilot to 
cross London, as part of the St Dunstan’s Blind Ambition Challenge. 


Inclusive education no closer despite mainstream drive 


The government’s disability 
watchdog has slammed the 
“disturbing lack of progres- 
sion” in delivering an equal 
education for disabled children, 
following a report by schools 
inspection body Ofsted. 

The report* found govern- 
ment policies on inclusive edu- 
cation have had “little effect” 
on the. proportion of 
pupils with special educational 
needs (SEN) being educated in 
mainstream schools and 
that progress towards 


inclusion was slowing. 

While most schools now 
want to be seen to be inclusive, 
fhisemenase semade walittle 
difference to the range of needs 
they cater for and only a few 
are happy to admit pupils with 
complex needs. 

The Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC) said it was 
time for a “major rethink” of 
education policy and an end to 
the government’s use of exam 
performance tables as the 
main indicator of school suc- 
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cess, which sidelines children 
with SEN. 

Bert Massie, DRC chair, 
said: “At its heart is a conflict 
between the policy of 
league tables and inspection on 
performance on the one 
hand, and the policy of person- 
alising learning and inclusion 
on the other.” 

He said the system “at best 
relies on a few hard-working 


SEN coordinators working 
against the grain and at worst 
segregates disabled children 
within the school”. 

He called for major invest- 
ment into working with 
school leaders to develop 
inclusive schools and a national 
programme of high-quality 
training in inclusion for 
all teachers. 

The government said it 


would tackle challenges to 
inclusion through its new 
SEN Sestrategy, 
last February. 

It also announced the launch 


launched 


of a new team of advisers to 
help local authorities identify 
children with SEN and manage 
funding better. 

* Special Educational Needs and 
Disability — Towards Inclusive 
Schools, www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Top brass: Rupert Johnston impresses guests at the 25th anniver- 
sary party of the Disabilities Trust with his French horn skills. With 
support from the trust, Mr Johnston was able to take up the instru- 
ment after being severely brain damaged following a car accident in 
1996. He now lives at a home run by the trust and has just joined 
the Aylesbury Concert Orchestra. 


The Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC) is being 
accused by one of its own 
senior managers of disability 
discrimination. 

David Sindall, the DRC’s 
former head of practice devel- 
opment, is also taking six 
senior members of DRC staff 
to an employment tribunal 
next month. 

Sindall, who is deaf, is 
claiming disability and sex dis- 


A college has paid £15,000 
compensation to avoid a dis- 
ability discrimination claim by 
its own disability coordinator. 
Sharifa Farley, 49, says she 
was bullied and intimidated at 
Bishop Grosseteste College, 
Lincoln, after asking for flexi- 
ble working, due to her ME. 
The college ended her job, 
claiming funding for its dis- 
ability project had been with- 
drawn, but Mrs Farley’s 
lawyers discovered the college 
chose to end the project itself. 
Mrs Farley said: “I 
was brought in to improve 
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DRC in discrimination row 


crimination and unfair con- 
structive dismissal following 
an investigation by the DRC 
into what he says are false 
allegations of sexual assault. 
He told DN: “A body like 
the DRC should be getting it 
right. This has not only 
caused me personal injury, 
but great sadness that an 
organisation charged with 
championing the rights of 
disabled people could get it 


rok payoff for disability champion 


disability access and aware- 
ness but, ironically, they even 
failed to deal with me in a 
proper manner.” 

Her lawyer, Paul Daniels, 
of Russell Jones and Walker, 
said the case “highlights the 
inflexibility and prejudice in 
how some employers can deal 
with disabled people”. 

The college agreed to pay 
the compensation hours 
before the case was due to be 
heard by Nottingham 
Employment Tribunal. 

It also agreed to issue a 
joint apology from the college 


Gas 
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Pathways Success 


The government has claimed 
success in the first phase of 
Pathways to Work, its new 
regime to get disabled people off 
benefits and into employment. 

It says six times as many peo- 
ple on Incapacity Benefit have 
joined rehabilitation 
employment schemes like the 
New Deal in pilot areas, com- 
pared to the rest of the country, 
while over 5,000 have found jobs. 

Pathways to Work has been 
controversial for its use of com- 
pulsory work-focused inter- 
views with people applying for 
Incapacity Benefit (IB). 

Following the results, the 
government said the pro- 
gramme would be extended 
from early 2005 to people who 
have been on IB for over a year. 

Candidates will receive sup- 
port from “skilled personal 
advisers”, access to rehabilita- 


and 


so wrong themselves.” 

A DRC spokeswoman said: 
“The Disability Rights 
Commission takes sexual 
harassment allegations seri- 
ously. We are satisfied that the 
steps taken in investigating 
this matter were applied fairly. 

“We will be strenuously 
defending Mr Sindall’s claims 
and are confident that our 
handling of this matter was 
both fair and lawful.” 


and its former principal. 

The college said the case 
was settled without admitting 
liability and the compensation 
was paid for the loss of Mrs 
Farley’s job, and not the 
alleged disability discrimina- 
tion or failure to provide flexi- 
ble working. 

It “strenuously denied” 
allegations of intimidation 
and bullying and other 
“unsubstantiated” claims. 

New principal Dr Muriel 
Robinson said the college had 
“learned some valuable lessons 
as employers from this case”. 
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tion services and financial 
incentives to return to work, 
including a £40 a week Return 
to Work Credit and money 
for items such as clothes for 
job interviews. 

The programme has been 
running in Renfrewshire, Derby 
and Bridgend since last October, 
and in Essex, Gateshead, South 
Tyneside, Somerset and East 
Lancashire since April. 


Lorna Reith, chief executive 
of Disability Alliance (left), 
said: “We are pleased at the 
progress Pathways to Work has 
had. Our concerns don’t seem 
to have been borne out. 

“But we do want to see that 
the jobs people are getting are 
sustainable and last more than | 
three months.” | 

Meanwhile, a Disability 
Employment Coalition report 
shows that the government’s. 
Access to Work scheme pays 
for itself. 

For every £1 spent on Access 
to Work, the government) 
recoups an average of £1.48 in 
tax and National Insurance 
contributions. 

But the report also showed| 
that the government needs to| 
increase promotion of the} 
scheme, as almost three quarters 
of employers had not heard of it. | 


Great leap forward: Philippa Armstrong beat 27 non-disabled com-| 
petitors to win her class at the Cornwall United Kingdom Agility 
Show, with her dog Zippy. It was her first season competing in a. 
wheelchair and she is now raising money* to buy a £7,000 sports| 
model. Agility involves a handler steering a dog through a series of 
obstacles and jumps. *Email philippa.armstrong@lineone.net 


Holiday hell or holiday heaven? In January, DN opens its annual | i 
holiday coverage, featuring three months of readers’ experiences _ 
and tips. If you’ve got a story you think others might like to read, 
hints for a hassle-free break or ideas about what you’d like to see | 
DN cover, then get in touch with us either by emailing 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk or by post at the usual address. 
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scope challenged Charity board 
escapes sack 


A disabled people’s group 
protested outside Scope’s head- 
quarters and a local shop last 
month to highlight opposition 
to the charity’s equality cam- 
-paign, saying it should “spend 
‘money on disabled people 
rather than glossy brochures”. 

About 20 people from the 
Disabled People’s Direct Action 
Network (DAN) demanded 
answers to five questions relat- 
ing to Scope’s Time To Get 
Equal campaign. 

The protesters criticised the 
charity for its lack of consulta- 
tion on the campaign and asked 
whether or not leadership of it 
would be handed over to dis- 
abled people. Other questions 

sought information on the char- 
ity’s future ownership of special 
schools and residential homes. 
Protesters also wanted to know 
if all new jobs at Scope would 
be reserved for disabled people. 
Scope, which blocked access 
to its building and requested 
police protection (around 25 
officers came), would not 
answer the questions on the day. 

Andy Gill, one of DAN’s 

‘national organisers, told DN: 
“Disabled people are getting 
ignored by organisations that 
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Wheelchair accessible family MPV 


*< Motability 


Please check out our Web-Site .. 


LUCY GLYNN 


are supposed to represent us. 
It’s shameful and telling that 
neither Tony [Manwaring, chief 
executive] nor Andy [Rickell, 
executive director for diversity 
and corporate planning] are 
available [to speak to us].” 

But Sharon Hughes, a Scope 
trustee who has cerebral palsy, 
said: “Discussing things in the 
sort of atmosphere that there 
was today is not the right sort 
of environment.” 

She said Scope had previous- 
ly contacted DAN and offered 
to meet with two representatives 
to discuss the campaign, but 
received no reply. 


Since then, Scope’s chief exec- 
utive Tony Manwaring has 
responded on Scope’s website”. 
Calling for a debate on the poli- 
tics of disability, he said: “Time 
to Get Equal is about building a 
society in which disabled people 
achieve equality. 

“This means new forms of 
collaboration and partnership 
with the disability rights move- 
ment. Whilst they have achieved 
much on their own it is not 
enough to challenge and eradi- 
cate disablism. Partnership 
requires dialogue; it cannot be 
achieved through intimidation.” 
* www.scope.org.uk 


Just £18,995 


Beautifully engineered : No compromise wheelchair access : True Mercedes Benz elegance : Remarkable value for money. 


Arthritis Care has narrowly seen 
off a grass-roots rebellion of 
member groups after a motion 
to sack its board of trustees 
failed by less than one per cent. 
A quarter of voting members 
took part in a postal ballot with 
74.72 per cent opting in favour 
of the motion — just short of the 
75 per cent needed to carry it. 
The ballot was held because 
of anger at plans to restructure 
the charity and shift branches’ 
focus away from advice and 
support provision to fundrais- 
ing and campaigning activities. 
Pauline Coates, of the North 
West Area Liaison Committee 
— one of several groups to pass 
a vote of no confidence in the 
board prior to the ballot — said: 
“Anyone with any pride and 
decency would step down with 
such a small margin. 
“T don’t know how they have 
the face to cling on.” 
Ncumat ne sresults 
announced, there were further 
calls for the board’s resignation 
amid complaints that not 
all groups had received their 
ballot papers. 


were 


Jubilee Automotive Group 


Jubilee Automotive Group Ltd, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ON@. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 to 6 pm, Sat 9 to 2 pm. 
it’s full of other wonderful new and used Mobility vehicles 


Terry Oliver, the board’s chair 
(above), told DN that in light of 
the ballot there would need to be 
better communication between 
different parts of the charity. 

“That’s one of the things to 
come out of this — and I think 
it’s not just one-way. We have a 
huge learning curve ahead.” 

She added that a working 
group of regional and national 
committee members and 
trustees would continue to con- 
sult on the future of branches. 

“T can’t pre-empt how we 
will do things differently, but 
we have to get together with 
the people who were opposed 
to the things we did,” she said. 


information : brochures : finance quotations : part exchanges 


0121 502 2252 


Home demonstrations and test drives 07815 284734 
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Just the ticket: Children from Gifford Primary School in Middlesex 


joined Lord Filkin, Minister for Special Educational Needs, at the 
launch of an exhibition which showcases technology that helps deaf 
children communicate. The Listening Bus, created by the National 
Deaf Children’s Society*, allows children to try out technology such 
as radio aids and mobile phone accessories. *www.ndcs.org.uk 
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I Can Do That, the UK’s only 
newspaper supplement for dis- 
abled people, is to be relaunched 
after concern from hundreds of 
readers at its closure. 

The publication, which won 
the 2003 Regional Press Award 
for supplement of the year, was 
dropped by owners Trinity 
Mirror for financial reasons. 

It remains a weekly column in 
the Liverpool Echo and an occa- 
sional section in the company’s 
Teeside and Newcastle papers. 

Tom Dowling, I Can Do 
That’s founder, now plans to 


ity supplement re 


relaunch in Merseyside in 
February as an independent 
charity, following letters of sup- 
port from disabled people. 

He said: “If the magazine 
doesn’t come out again, disabil- 
ity issues won’t be covered in 
anywhere near as much depth 
in our provincial papers.” 

One of the aims of DN’s 
Hacked Off campaign is to 
improve media coverage of dis- 
ability issues. 

The Echo has pledged sup- 
port for the magazine to be 
renamed All Together Now’!, 
and is publishing the first four 
issues at Cost price. 


aunch 


Has offers: can’t work 


A young disabled man forced to 
live in residential care because of 
a shortage of accessible housing 
says outdated legislation is stop- 
ping him earning a living. 

Doug Paulley (right), from 
Wetherby, West Yorkshire, has 
been headhunted for two jobs 
designing accessible websites. 

But he will have to turn them 
both down because all but £20 
of his earnings would be used 
by his local authority to pay the 
fees of £930 per week for his 
residential home, most of 
which covers personal care. 

Mr Paulley has been looking 
for accessible accommodation 
in the Leeds area for more than 
two years. 

If he lived in the community, 
his earnings would not be 
clawed back to pay for personal 
care. He believes he should be 
allowed to keep all his earnings, 


Grass-roots opposition to 
changes in the way the 
Alzheimer’s Society is being run 
is threatening to undermine the 
charity’s future. 

Some Alzheimer’s Society 
branches are opposed to plans 
to change the charity from 
being primarily a service pro- 
viding organisation towards 
focusing more on national 
campaigning. 

Graham Ford, chairman of 
the charity’s North Wiltshire 
branch, and his committee have 
resigned over the moves. 


except for a fixed amount to 
cover accommodation and food. 
He said: “I know many 
younger people in residential 
homes who are perfectly able to 
work but are prevented from 
doing so by government policy. 
“What is doubly frustrating 
is that if there was suitable 


He says the plans are “unde- 
mocratic” because they shift 
power away from the charity’s 
250 regional branches. 

He told DN: “I was in con- 
tact with 50 branches and 
49 were completely backing 
my line.” 

Mr Ford is now hoping to set 
up a breakaway organisation 
providing services for people 
with dementia in his area. “We 
would like to be able to set up 
as an independent charity. 
We were hoping they would 


let us go our own way 


accommodation in the commu 
nity, I would be able to worl 
and keep my earnings — bu 
there simply isn’t enough hous 
ing for disabled people.” 

Lorna Reith, chief executiv 
of Disability Alliance, said i 
was an issue the governmen 
needed to address. 

“There seems to be a gap i 
government policy, which seem, 
to make an assumption that i 
you are living in residential car 
you have been written off,’ 
she said. 

A Department of Healtl 
spokeswoman said: “Legis 
lation on residential care is ; 
legacy of the Nationa 
Assistance Act 1948 and ther 
are no plans to change it at pre 
sents Wj Shelitdeclinedume 
comment further. 

e Mr Paulley can be contacted 
at djp328@student.open.ac.uk 


Charity’s plans for change under fire 


but the Alzheimer’s Society i: 
opposing this.” 

An Alzheimer’s 
spokeswoman said: “The soci 
ety has over 250 branches anc 
support groups in England 
Wales and Northern Ireland. 

“The majority of then 
recognise the need for chang. 
and have been actively engagec 
in the debate.” 

The society said it had car. 
ried out more than 20 forma 
consultation and fact-finding 
sessions with 
and staff. 


Societi 


volunteer. 


comfortable and durable, perfect for 
long term care situations. — 


(weight limit 24 stone) 
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New care standards 


The government has 
announced a consultation on 
new draft standards for care 
services in Northern Ireland*. 
They cover services such 
as care and nursing homes 
and domiciliary care agen- 
cies. Standards for other 
areas, including day centres 
and boarding schools, will 
be issued later. The consul- 
tation ends on 20 December. 
*www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/ 
econsultation/carestandards/ 
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Mattress 


Low Air Loss Mattress for Very High Risk. 


Cavalier Mattress 


Our most popular full replacement mattress and is 
designed for people at high and very high risk of 
pressure ulcers. Its proven alternating system 
offers superior comfort combined with 
optimum pressure relief plus an 


optional) air cushion. 
(weight limit 30 stone) 


care-consultation.asp 
SAVE £800 Energy insights 
British Energy is offering 
disabled people the chance 
to partner members of its 
workforce to gain an insight 
into careers in the industry. _ 
The new mentoring 
scheme has been set up by 
the electricity producer and 
the charity RADAR. 
For local opportunities, email 
maxine.wells@british- 
energy.com or tel. 0800 376 0676. 
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Cedeco 


SAVE £155 
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News 9 


A round-up of news in 
the mainstream media 
from the last few weeks 


Court baby ruling 

A premature baby will be 
allowed to die if she stops 
breathing again, a High 
Court judge ruled. 

The judge sided with doc- 
rors at Portsmouth Hospitals 
NHS Trust and decided that 
11-month-old Charlotte 
Wyatt should not undergo 
any more “aggressive” treat- 
ment. 

Charlotte’s parents, from 
Portsmouth, had asked the 
court to rule that doctors do 
everything in their power to 
keep their daughter alive. 


Gaps in services 

Gaps between health and 
social care services are cost- 
ing society nearly £8 billion 
a year, a new report claimed. 

The charity Turning 
Point said people with a 
combination of problems — 
such as alcohol and drug 
misuse and mental health — 
were often “falling through 
the gaps in services” and 
not receiving the support 
they needed until their situ- 
ation became a crisis. 

The extra costs were 
caused by factors such as 
homelessness and long-term 
unemployment. The report 
was published to mark the 
charity’s 40th anniversary. 


NHS record checks 
All new NHS recruits with 
regular access to patients 
will soon have to undergo 
checks on their criminal 
records, the Department of 
Health (DoH) announced. 

The Criminal Records 
Bureau checks will become 
compulsory early next year. 

But the DoH said there 
was still work to be done 
before NHS employers could 
also check new recruits 
against the Protection of 
Vulnerable Adults list, which 
names people banned from 
working with vulnerable 
adults. 


Dogs detect cancer 
Dogs can be trained to 
detect bladder cancer by 
using their exceptional sense 
of smell, new research 
claimed. 

May study in’ ~ the 
British Medical Journal said 
dogs were possibly able to 
detect minute quantities 
of compounds produced 
by tumours. 


PETER JORDAN/PA 


London launch for Free2Pee 


Scope launched Free2Pee, its 
campaign for more accessible 
toilets in pubs and clubs, with its 
own night out in east London. 
TV presenter Matthew 
Wright hosted the evening of 
live music and comedy at one 
of the capital’s few fully acces- 
sible venues, The Spitz. He is 
pictured, left, with Simon 


Stevens, chief executive of 


Enable Enterprises. 


Free2Pee aims to highlight 
the problems disabled people 
face in accessing toilets when 
enjoying a night out at venues 
such as restaurants, bars, cine- 
mas and clubs. 

Guests included actor Luke 
Hamill, from The Bill, who 
said: “I am constantly amazed 
that businesses cheat themselves 
out of possible customers.” 
www.free2pee.org.uk 
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Wheelchair into Vehicle System 
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¢ Power is supplied by the car’s |2 volt battery. 
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‘Eugenics’ conference fury 


The Royal Society distanced 
itself from a conference being 
held on its own premises, and 
consulted lawyers, after protest- 
ers accused the event of pro- 
moting eugenics. 

The protest group People 
Against Eugenics (PAE) said 
the Ethics, Science and Moral 
Philosophy of Assisted Human 
Reproduction conference, held 
last month in London, was a 


“blatant attempt to advance a 
eugenic agenda”. 

Topics discussed at the con- 
ference included “Why we are 
morally obliged to genetically 
enhance our children” and 
“Preventing the existence of 
people with disabilities”. 

Holly Williams, a PAE cam- 
paigner, said many of the 
speakers shared the eugenics 
movement’s aim of preventing 


disabled people being born. She 
said the Royal Society should 
not have allowed its premises to 
be used to promote eugenics 
and the hatred of disabled peo- 
ple but added the protest had 
been “highly successful”. 

The Royal Society said it had 
not been given an agenda in 
advance and, when it found out 
about the topics being dis- 
cussed, sought legal advice over 


whether the presentations 
might break the law. It also said 
it had been reassured the con- 
ference would not be illegal. 

A Royal Society statement 
said: “The conference has been 
arranged by external organisers 
who have hired the premises of 
the Royal Society.” 

The organiser of the confer- 
ence was out of the country 
and not available to comment. 


New jobs plan aims to plug 


holes in government schemes 


Mencap has pledged to create 
500 new jobs for people with 
learning difficulties over the 
next three years by persuading 
major corporations to take on 
learning disabled staff. 

The charity said last month it 
wanted to plug the gap left by 
government work schemes 
which had failed to address the 
“specific barriers” faced by peo- 
ple with learning difficulties, 
700,000 of whom are unem- 
ployed and of working age. 

Under its scheme, 
WorkRight, it will pair compa- 
nies with suitable learning dis- 
abled candidates when vacancies 
arise, supporting them through 
the interview process, providing 
any extra training needed, and 
helping staff tackle disability 
awareness issues. 

The first two organisations 
to sign up, Citigroup and 
Pitney Bowes Management 
Services, said they had joined 
because, like many companies, 
they were keen to employ a 
diverse workforce but did not 
know what kind of support 


new 


would be needed by a person 
with learning difficulties. 

Tom Jeanes (pictured, right, 
with Nigel Griffiths MP, 
Minister for Corporate Social 
Responsibility), the first person 
to get a job through 
WorkRight, had never had a 
paid job despite having exten- 
sive work experience and col- 
lege qualifications. 

Now a mail room operator 
with Pitney Bowes, he said: 
“This is the chance I’ve been 


waiting for. I am finally off 
benefits and in a proper job.” 

Mencap chief executive Jo 
Williams called for other com- 
panies to join the scheme. 

She said: “This is an oppor- 
tunity for progressive employ- 
ers to increase diversity in the 
workplace. WorkRight will 
provide them with support, 
expertise and an untapped 
workforce.” 
® www.mencap.org.uk, email: 
workright@mencap.org.uk 


Housing delay misery for mum and son 


A disabled mother is close to 
despair after months of trying 
to get a suitable home for her 
family. 

Wheelchair Claire 
Dixon (right), who gave birth 


user 


to James eight months ago, has 
demanded a meeting between 
Redcar Cleveland Council’s 
social services and housing 
managers because there are no 
adapted homes big enough for 
herself, her husband and son. 

Her current home is owned 
by Leonard Cheshire. She said: 
“On a day-to-day level it is 
becoming a health and safety 
risk, as James is beginning to 
move about and I can’t follow 
him because I can’t get the 
wheelchair past some pieces of 
equipment.” 

She said the council had 
been slow to secure medical 


disabilitynow November 2004 


approval, which would force 
the organisation responsible for 
housing provision — Coast and 
Country Ltd (CC) — to offer a 
suitable home. 


A council spokesman said: 
“We've got a great deal of sym- 


pathy for Claire and her situa- 
tion. It’s not easy to find a suit- 
able vacant property. We 
are again looking into her case 
and will be visiting her home 
with a view to reassessment of 
her needs.” 

Mrs Dixon also criticised 
CC, which she said was refus- 
ing to spend money adapting 
new homes. One property was 
offered before James’s birth, 
but she could not get into the 
bathroom. 

A CC spokesman said it 
spent more than £400,000 a 
year on adaptations to its 
11,500 properties. “We are cur- 
rently looking into the possibil- 
ity of investing in new stock 
and we will liaise with the 
council and residents to decide 
how we can best fulfil the needs 
of people with disabilities.” 


£1,000 out of 
pocked after 
Virgin Atlantic 
nightmare 


A family are still paying off a 
£1,000 loan they took out to 
prevent them from being left 
stranded in America by Virgin 
Atlantic. 

The airline forced Colin and 
Jose Brefitt from Liverpool to 
upgrade their tickets to ensure 
their son David, who has cere- 
bral palsy, was able to fly home. 

The family had flown with 
Virgin Atlantic before without 
any problems. But when they 
boarded the flight in May, 
David couldn’t fit in the seat. 

Mrs Brefitt said: “David was 
really upset. He was sweating 
and crying.” 
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The family (above) were 
upgraded free of charge on the 
flight to America but when they 
arrived in Orlando they were 
told they would have to 
upgrade their seats for their 
return flight, at a cost of £1,620. 

Mr Brefitt wrote to Richard 
Branson after Virgin failed to 
provide “an adequate reply” to 
their complaint. 

Mr Branson has now offered 
the family $300 “as a gesture” 
and half the price of each 
unused economy ticket. 

But Mrs Brefitt said she was 
“shocked” by this offer. “What 
makes me so angry is that my 
friend’s disabled daughter gets 
upgraded free of charge when- 
ever she goes in to book.” 

A Virgin Atlantic spokes- 
woman said: “Each passenger 
is assessed on their own needs. 
We have a special assistance 
department that passengers can 
contact before departure who 
are able to speak to the passen- 
ger and assess what arrange- 
ments need to be made.” 


Imagine the scene — your son is getting too 
big to lift in and out of his wheelchair into a car 
seat when you go out. So, to make your lives 
easier, you invest in a wheelchair accessible 
vehicle from what you think is a reputable 
company and quality conversion. On the very 
first journey that your family takes together in 
your new vehicle, just as you are loading your 
son into the vehicle, the ramp underneath you, 
him and his heavy wheelchair collapses into 
two... 


A horror story invented to scare the public? 
Unfortunately not. At Gowrings Mobility, we 
are increasingly hearing of customers coming 
to us, complaining of poor quality service they 
have received elsewhere. 


‘* "| have spent 7 months 
dealing with what can 
only be described as a 
nightmare." 


Mr & Mrs Cooke 
bought a wheelchair 
accessible Chrysler Voyager 
from a converter they 
visited at a mobility 
exhibition. They wanted to allow 
their son, Jake, who has Muscular Dystrophy, 
to remain in his wheelchair whilst travelling. 
When they drove north to visit the showroom 
and saw the conversion, the family was 
suitably impressed. Added to the fact that this 
conversion was much cheaper, they felt 
pleased that they had found a bargain. 


However, the difficulties started to arise 
when they received the vehicle. 


Mr Cooke said, "/t was totally different 
from the one we had seen in their 
showroom. The finish was terrible; the 
electric inertia belts were in the wrong 
place and would not retract properly; the 
end caps were different; all in all it was a 
shoddy conversion." 


For your free information pack or to book 
a no obligation home demonstration 


Lo-Call 0845 608 8020 
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Then, just as Jake was entering the vehicle 
at the rear of the Voyager, the entire ramp 
collapsed into two underneath him. Mr Cooke 
made numerous phone calls and repeatedly 
sent emails to the converter who refused to 
accept liability. Eventually they replaced the 
ramp but unfortunately this was not the end of 
Mr Cooke's problems. Soon after the vehicle 
had been repaired, a poorly fixed anti-roll bar 
ripped a hole in the floor and was so unsafe to 
drive that it had to be fixed by a local specialist 
welder. 


The worst thing was that during this time, 
Jake had been without transport, and was 
trapped indoors. He gradually lost confidence 
in the vehicle, and finally refused to travel in it. 


Mr & Mrs Cooke put an end to their 
nightmare by coming to Gowrings Mobility, 
and placing an order for a converted Ford 
Connect which included having a free home 
demonstration of the vehicle first to check its 
suitability and quality for their family’s needs. 


As the only approved Ford Connect 
conversion available, Mr & Mrs Cooke knew 
that the Gowrings Mobility Connect was an 
ideal choice. 


The new Gowrings Mobility Ford Connect 
has just been successfully tested at STATUS, the 


Specialist Transport Advisory & Testing Utility at §j 


Manchester Metropolitan University. In front of 
the Government Vehicle Certification Agency 
Inspector, the wheelchair restraints, seat belts 
and new seats were pulled to a force of 3.5 
tonnes to show what would happen in the 


> RE IT gt RTI 


gowrings 
mobility 


Connect Dispatch 


event of an accident. Mr & Mrs Cooke can rest 
assured that the vehicle is secure, safe and very 
reliable. 


They also know that every Connect being 
built in our busy factory will be produced to 
exactly the same technical specification and to 
a consistently high standard. If a part of the 
conversion needs replacing, we will send it to 
their local chosen dealer by next-day delivery. If 
they simply need some friendly advice, we are 
always at the end of a telephone. 


Above all, Jake is happy to travel in his 
wheelchair again. 


Mr Cooke says, "You get what you pay 
for. | wish that their factory had produced 
everything to the same standard. Most of 
all, | wish | had come to Gowrings in the 
first place..." 


not all conversions are the same! 


If you are thinking of purchasing a 
wheelchair passenger vehicle, it makes 
sense to choose the 
manufacturer and supplier. 
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UK's leading 


Please send me a full information pack on 
wheelchair passenger vehicles 


Name 
Address 


Postcode 


Telephone 


email 


Please post your coupon to: Gowrings Mobility, 
FREEPOST, Bone Lane, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 5Z 


Voyager Relay 


Chars « Mobility Advice 
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12 Health news 


Boost for fit Brits) Hospital makes | 
my health worse 


Nine inclusive gym facilities 
were opened across England 
last month to mark the imple- 
mentation of the Disability 
Discrimination Act. 

The Inclusive 
Initiative (IFI) facilities, which 
build on a pilot project involv- 
ing 29 gyms, were launched by 
former boxer Michael Watson, 
who was brain damaged in 
1991 during a fight. 

Opening one of the gyms, 
Waltham Forest Pool and Track 
“We need 
more fitness facilities like this; 
ones that everybody can use, 


Fitness 


in London, he said: 


and we need to encourage peo- 
ple to use them.” 

Mr Watson added: 
life, I have faced many battles, 
and many challenges. Key to 
overcoming these has been 
determination, belief and hard 
work. They said I’d never walk 
again, and I completed the 
marathon. I did that through 
hard work at facilities like this.” 

Chris Easton, assistant direc- 
tor for IFI, said the facilities 
were designed to cater for peo- 


“In my 


Manchester eeorge H H Carnal 
Leisure Centre 


Cheshire Winsford Sports 
Complex, Vale Royal 


Ely Witchford Village College 
Skipton Craven Swimming Pool 


Wolverhampton Aldersley Leisure 
Village 


Current gyms can be found at 
Www. inclusivefitness.org 


Michael Watson and Paralympian Chris Holmes in Waltham Forest 


ple with all levels of mobility. 

He said IFI was working 
with equipment manufacturers 
and it would only accept items 
that were wheelchair accessible, 
such as chest presses that have 
seats that move sideways. 

Mr Easton added that in con- 
junction with Sheffield Hallam 


University, research was being 
carried out on adapting all 
equipment for disabled people. 
The English Federation of 
Disability Sport has secured 
£5m to expand the project. It is 
expected that by June 2005 over 
50 local authority areas will 
have an inclusive fitness facility. 


A women who has a severe res- 
piratory condition has said 
hospital treatment is making 
her state of health worse. 

Rachel Thompson (right) 
was diagnosed with asthma in 
1996, which developed into 
chronic brittle asthma. Now, 
following several hospital 
admissions each year, she says 
she cannot cope with the chem- 
icals used there. 

One problem arises from 
cleaning products used at her 
hospital in Bedford that cause 
wheezing and sometimes 
prompt further attacks. 

“When I’m in hospital I 
can’t rest, I can’t go to sleep, 
because I’m always concerned 
about what is being used near 
me,” she said. 

Mrs Thompson suggested a 
single room should always be 
available for her and that basic 
soap products could be used. 

Another problem, she says, 


is perfume worn by nurses that 


can trigger asthma attacks. 
As a nurse herself, who was 


restricted in what she was able | 
to wear when she still worked, | 
Mrs Thompson was surprised | 


that nurses were permitted to 
wear scent. 


A spokeswoman for Bedford | 
Hospital NHS Trust said nurses | 


were free to wear perfume, but if 
there was a real problem rules 
might be changed. “The lady 
has two options,” she said. “She 


can ask to speak to the matron | 


who oversees everything. Also, 


we have a patient advice and liai- | 


son service she can talk to.” 


Meningitis jab guidance reviewed for implant users 


The government has updated 
its guidance on giving vaccina- 
tions to people with cochlear 
implants following renewed 
concern about meningitis risk. 
The Medicines and 
Healthcare products 
Regulatory Agency (MRHA) 


has issued an alert on the extra 
vaccinations that are needed. 
Warnings follow 
research results, showing that 
adults have a “slightly higher” 
risk and children have an “ele- 
vated=. risk of | getting 
bacterial meningitis if cochlear 


new 


implants have been fitted. 

The alert focuses on the needs 
of children and says those aged 
between two and five should be 
given “an additional two doses 
of the 7-valent conjugate vaccine 
at least two months after the 
polysaccharide vaccine”. 


The document also details 
dose levels that should be given 
to adults, and reminds doctors 
to treat middle ear infections 
swiftly and use additional 
antibiotics. 

Meanwhile, the MRHA has 


also withdrawn a drug used for 


osteoarthritis and rheumatoid 
arthritis. Rofecoxib, sold 
under the name Vioxx, has been 
found to increase the risk of 
heart attack and stroke in 
patients who have taken the 
drug for more than 18 months. 
www.mrha.org.uk 


Nominations invited for most innovative docs 


DN readers are being asked to 
nominate their family doctor 
for an award that recognises 
excellent standards of care for 
disabled people. 

The award — from the Royal 
College of 
Practitioners — will go to GPs 
who show 


General 


“Innovation”. 


They might provide, for 
example, leaflets in Braille and 
large print, or carry out home 
visits for those that need them. 

The winner of the award, 
which is sponsored by Leonard 
Cheshire, will receive £5,000. 

John Knight, head of policy 


for sthe) ‘charity, said: 


“Accessibility is not all about 
costly alterations to buildings. 
It is about considering the 
needs of individuals and can 
often mean making small 
adjustments.” 

To nominate your GP or general 
practice go to www.rcgp.org.uk 
or call 020 7581 3232 x 233. 


RENAULT KANGOO 


Tel No: 01334 657722 
Fax No: 01334 657711 


IS The leading car scheme for disabled people 


SEES Premier Specialist Vehicle Pe 
| Ms “62 Motability 


Conversions Ltd 


vileneaglés 


For more information on our wide range of New & Used Wheelchair 
Accessible Vehicles. Please telephone us or visit our website at 


www.gleneaglesconversions.co.uk 


CHRYSLER VOYAGER ‘ 
95 Bonnygate Cupar 
Fife KY15 4LG 


CWlenéa 


Voluntary sector backed on services 


The Department of Health 
(DoH) has said the voluntary 
sector is “often better” at deliv- 
ering services, in a new agree- 
ment on care provision. 

The agreement” creates a for- 
mal system in which local and 
national groups will be able to 
bid to deliver services and will 
be involved in service planning. 

It also includes a training 
pact in which two-way second- 
ments, shadowing and mentor- 


ing, will take place and NHS 
staff will be expected to act as 
trustees of and volunteers for 
voluntary organisations. 


A DoH report said organisa- | 
tions should be used to reflect | 
“diversity of need”. It praises | 
Brent Primary Care Trust for its | 
use of British Sign Language | 


interpreters. 


* Making Partnerships Work | 


for Patients, Carers and Service 
Users, www.dh.gov.uk 


Adults’ & childrens’ ranges from £15 inc. p&p 
All deliveries and refunds within 14 days 
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Sport 13 


In her second report from the Paralympic Games, Lucy Glynn looks at access in Athens and how the media 


portrayed disabled athletes. She also manages to s to Sq 


‘It was payback time for Great 
Britain’s men’s basketball team 
‘this year as it had missed out on 
bronze at Sydney in the dying 
seconds of a play-off match. 

But success was also difficult 
in 2004 and the Athens team 
was criticised for losing its first 
two matches. 

After a semi-final defeat 
against Australia, resulting in a 
52-64 score, GB hopes relied on 
-athird place play-off match. 

The team came up trumps, 
) beating the Netherlands by 82 
) points to 66, meaning they took 
. home GB’s first ever basketball 
’ Paralympic medal. 

As the buzzer sounded, the 
) players raised their arms in tri- 
sumph and hugged each other 
\ with joy and relief. Coach David 
) Titmuss said: “That defeat four 
years ago took months to get 
yover. This is a great feeling. 
Now we can finally put that 
behind us. We’re up there now 
with the best in the world.” 

But there was no such suc- 


cess for the women’s basketball 
team, which lost its last match 
of the Paralympics 48-30 to the 
Netherlands, leaving them in 
eighth and last place. 

While the team performed 
well in qualifying rounds, it 
faced strong German opposition 
in its first competition match. 
With troubles apparent at half- 
time, due to a 16-27 score, man- 
ager Dan McCaffrey made the 
team practice in the break and 
then he called time out twice 
during the second half. But 
Germany was just too strong 
and went on to win 63-24. 

Athletes with learning diffi- 
culties also took part in basket- 
ball and table-tennis in Athens, 
although in non-medal events 
only. To make matters worse, in 
a basketball match involving 
people with learning difficulties 
from Greece and Portugal, 
the organisers did not even 
bother to put people’s names 
on the score board and used 
numbers only. 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


ueeze in a few more sports reports 


A medal at last 


On target: Sites Munn ues up a shot in Ges =o s third 
place play-off match against the Netherlands 


Public wowed by games coverage 


People who had never seen or 
known about disability sport 
-were won over by the Athen’s 
‘Paralympic Games, thanks to 
‘daily television and radio 
broadcasts from Greece. 

Viewers saw more than 300 
world records being broken as 
‘standards rose across all sports, 
while constant competitive 
jaction kept television audiences 
glued to their screens. 

BBC viewer Janet England, 
a DN reader and carer, said: 
“lve just seen [swimmer] 


hundredths of a second; cool.” 

Another new fan, Becky 
Fletcher, said: “I loved coming 
home and watching the 
Paralympics. It was great.” 

But some viewers told DN 
that the different categories in 
swimming and athletics got in 
the way of their enjoyment. 

Although the BBC went to 
great lengths to explain the 
classifications at the start of the 
games, viewers watching the 
later programmes said they 
were confused. 

Generally the BBC’s coverage 


Clare Balding: face of the 
BBC’s Paralympic coverage 


was well received, with two mil- 
lion viewers tuning in to the first 
Sunday Paralympic programme. 


And it was not just the Brits 


who were watching. 
International Paralympic 
Committee spokeswoman 


Miriam Wilkens said: “Almost 
50 broadcasters were present in 
Athens — this is a new record 
and confirms there had been a 
good growth in interest since 
Sydney. We expect this positive 
trend to continue.” 

But there was no television 
coverage in the US and this 
could now jeopardise 
their 2012 Olympic and 
Paralympic bid. 


No medal for Minett 

Kim Minett went to Athens 
with aspirations of a gold but 
underestimated the competi- 
tion. In shot put she came in 
fourth place, just missing out 
on a medal while in discus she 
reached 15.02m, her best of the 
season but only long enough 
to secure her seventh place (out 
of eight). Enna Ben Abidi of 
Tunisia threw a 
27.08m, which nearly took out 
the camera crew, to take gold 
and set a new world record. 


massive 


Boccia blow 
Nigel 
defending his Paralympic games 
boccia title ended in defeat in the 
quarter-finals when he was 
knocked out of the BC2 event 1- 
6 by Spain’s Pedro Cordero. 


Murray’s dream of 


“Nigel didn’t quite get into 
his game today,” said coach 
Jacqueline Lynn. “He just didn’t 
have the edge and his opponent 
played some very clever shots.” 


Top tip pulls out 

The games proved to be a 
nightmare for one of Tanni 
Grey-Thompson’s top tips (DN 
September). 

Jenny Ridley was widely pre- 
dicted to win two gold medals, 
in the T52 200m and 400m. But 
as this was her first games, 
Ridley was classified by the 
International Paralympic 
Committee on arrival, which 
put her in the T53 category that 
is for less impaired athletes. 

Ridley said she would have 
no chance as its athletes were 
much stronger than her and the 
British Paralympic Association 
appealed. The appeal was 
rejected and Ridley 
annoyed she pulled out of the 
games. “I’m cross and frustrat- 
ed. It has been a very difficult 
week,” she said. 


Was SO 


e For DN’s full coverage see 
www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


Gareth Dukes win by three 


1,100 ramps make city accessible 
but spectators are overlooked 


More than 1,100 ramps were 
installed across Athens in the 
run up to the Paralympics and 
transport, tourist attractions 
and other buildings were made 
more accessible as part of a £17 
million investment. 

The result was a massive 
improvement in a country 
where traditionally there is a 
lack of disability awareness. 

But while the British 
Paralympic Association said 
there were no access problems 
in the village where the athletes 
were staying, access for specta- 
. and the media at sports 


events was less impressive. 
Photographer Graham Bool 
said: “I had to be carried up 
stairs by two people because 
the person who had the key to 
the lift had gone home, taking 
the key with him. The next day 
the key was back but the lift 


had broken down — even 
though it was brand new.” 

For spectators, wheelchair 
seating was at the top of each 
stadium (left). In the main arena, 
if people wanted to be closer to 
the action they had to sit at the 
end of gangways leading into it. 

Another problem was that 
events were spread out over 
seven sports complexes. 
Travelling between venues was 
difficult and could take a cou- 
ple of hours. Even when events 
were staged on the same site, it 
sometimes took over half an 
hour to walk between arenas. 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 


Flights to Cyprus, Tenerife, Malaga, 


Lanzarote, Costa Almeria, Majorca, 


Algarve, Malta, Crete and Florida. 


Holiday homes in France. 


2005 brochure with coloured pictures is 
available at www.access-travel.co.uk 


or please apply to: 
Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 6 The Hillock, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7GW, tel: 01942 888844. \orp 
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An end to school closures 


There would be no more clo- 
sures of special schools under a 
Conservative government, 
shadow education secretary 
fim Collins announced at the 
party’s annual conference. 
Setting out plans for educa- 
event in 


Collins 


(right) promised to issue an 


tion at the 


Bournemouth, Mr 


“immediate order” to reverse the 
20-year trend of special school 
losures if the Tories are elected. 
He said that while some chil- 
dren benefited from main- 
stream education many did not. 
His comments were echoed 
by policy head David Cameron, 
who told DN he thought the 
pendulum had “swung too far 
against special schools”. 
“There were too many people 
shut away for no reason in the 
past. But now we have swung 


too far the other way. 

“We would put a moratori- 
um on closures of special 
schools, to give local 
education authorities time to 
think about the whole issue. 

“We need to make sure 


authorities are not closing spe- 


cial schools for the wrong rea- 
son — for money — even though 
they say it is about inclusion,” 
he said. 

Mr Cameron said the threat- 
ened closure of the Cheney day 
centre in West London (DN 
October), which is attended by 


his own disabled son, was an 
example of closures being made 
without proper forethought. 
Mr Cameron said that for 
some children who were hyper- 
active or very disabled, 


mainstream schools were 
“impractical”. 

There were many other ways 
disabled children could mix with 
their non-disabled peers, such as 
holiday activities, he added. 

The Conservatives 


promised to scrap the new uni- 


also 


versity access regulator, the 
Office for Fairer Access, which 
is being set up to ensure diversi- 
ty of university intake. 

Describing it as “Labour’s 
Witchfinder General”, Mr 
Collins told delegates the “best 
universities will be for the most 
able students, wherever they 
come from”. 


Teddies are 
hard to bear 


NUALA CALVI 


The Conservative Disability 
Group was slammed for patro- 
nising, disabled people by using 
teddy bears for promotion. The 
bears, on sale at the group’ 
exhibition stand and picturec 
on its campaign leaflets, were 
featured under the slogar 
“make disability bearable”. 
Margie Woodward, campaigns 
officer at Scope, said: “It’s dis: 
gustingly inappropriate using 
teddy bears as a symbol fot 
such important issues.” 


Good assistance 
Access rating: O&® 
Access at the conference was 
judged to be good by disabled 
delegates who said they had 
received a high level of personal 
assistance from staff at the 
International Centre. 

But the exhibitors’ lounge 
had been located in a room up a 
flight of stairs with no lift, 
according to one exhibitor, while 
several exhibition stands were not 
at ground level. 


@ disabled accessories.- 


New Deal rethink pledged 


All New Deal employment 
schemes would be scrapped 
under a Tory government, 
apart from the New Deal for 
Disabled People (NDDP), it 
was announced. 

Shadow pensions secretary 
David Willetts told delegates 
that the New Deal 
“not working” and had raised 
false hopes of employment 
through its “so called training 


Was 


schemes”. 
Paul Goodman, shadow 


Avanti Wheelchair 
Fits 590 x 620 x 360mm 
storage space 


em 410mm seat width fad 


£115 
Only £94.87 


ra Light ‘n’ Easy 
| Carpet Wizard 


1 hour of 

continous 

use ona 
single 
charge 


weighs only 
2kg - less 
than 5lbs 


£38.95 


1ést/102 kg 


£399 


im Only £329.17 ex vat 


Folding Electric Bike 
EC approved 

Range - 15 - 20 miles 

Speed - 15 - 20 mph 


Call for a catalogue: 01480 494 417 


@ or visit our online store now “@ 
Web: www.disabledaccessories.com 
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minister for disabled 
people, told DN that the 
NDDP was different from 
other schemes that involved 
spending large sums on people 
who were “likely to find jobs 
anyway”. 

He said: “The people really 
in need of help are people on 
incapacity benefit long-term”. 

Mr Goodman also criticised 
the waiting time for interviews 
under the New Deal and its 
“slow, bureaucratic” nature. 


Health services Carers’ cashcall 
The Conservative Disability aoe 
Group told a fringe meeting it 


Government attempts to make 
the health service fairer have 
failed to address the 
inequalities faced by disabled 
people, according to the 
Disability Rights Commission. 
In a report published at a 
conference fringe meeting, the 
commission said there was 
“compelling evidence of 
inequalities in health outcomes 
between disabled and non- 
disabled people” and evidence 
of “significant problems in 
access, staff attitudes and 
quality of service”. 

These include barriers to 
health screening and treatment 
a lack of health information in 
accessible formats, and higher 
proportions of people with 
learning difficulties dying 
prematurely from what should 
be easily preventable 
conditions. 


’ 


Winter payments backed 


Paul Goodman, shadow minis- 
ter for disabled people, said he 
would like to bring in winter 
fuel payments for severely dis- 
abled people under 65 — as 
called for by DN’s campaign — 
“tomorrow”. 

Hertoldm iN wiltseems 
wrong that if you are well 
off and elderly you get winter 
fuel payments, but if you 
are disabled and not wealthy, 
you don’t.” 

But he added he would have 


was to submit a policy 


proposal calling for an across- — 


the-board carer’s allowance for 
those who care for more than 
35 hours a week. , 

The policy would allow all 
carers to continue receiving the 
allowance after they start 
getting a state pension. 

Currently, Carer’s Allowance 
ceases once a person claims a 
state pension, if the pension is 
more than the allowance. 

“The carer is then very likely 
to be subsidising the recipient of 
care,” the report reads. “Carers 
need recognition by society that 
the work they are doing is of 
value — shown by the receipt of 
fair financial help.” 

The group said carers’ 
benefits were “too complicated” 
and needed simplifying. 


to wait for the results of the 
Conservative’s current consulta: 
tion on disability policy before 
he could present the case fot 
winter fuel payments to shadow 
chancellor Oliver Letwin. “Ther 
I will be able to say to him: here 
are the list of proposals fo 
changes to benefits,” he said. 

“Most are extremely expen- 
sive, but this one is at the bot- 
tom of the expense list. It coule 
be done without vast cost te 
the taxpayer.” 


specialist nurses to be made — 


available to care for people 
with the condition. = 

At a meeting organised 
with the Royal College of i 
Nursing and Macmillan 4 
Cancer Relief, the organisation 
said the same model of | 
specialist nursing should be 
adopted for Parkinson’s as for 
cancer care. 

But it said there were 
currently only 190 primary 
care trusts with specialist 
Parkinson’s nurses. 

Cath O’Brien, 
campaigns officer at the 
society, said expert nurses 
provided a single point of 
contact for health and social 
services and were an important 
information source for 
patients and their carers. 
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No plans to cut 


incapacity benefit 


Government ministers at this 
year’s Labour party conference 
denied they have plans to kick 
disabled people off incapacity 
benefit in a bid to cut the annu- 
al £7 billion bill. 

Following weeks of specula- 
tion after former Work and 
Pensions Secretary Andrew 
Smith resigned (DN October), 
his replacement Alan Johnson 
and Minister for Disabled 
People Maria Eagle reassured 
delegates that there would be 
no change in benefits policy. 

Mr Johnson said: “I have 
seen no evidence, and neither 


has Maria, on a crackdown by 
government on this. It’s not my 
view or anyone’s else in the 
Department for Work and 
Pensions. The position | inherit 
is the position established by 
Andrew. His legacy is what I 
want to take forward.” 

He added that next February 
the government will expand its 
Pathways to Work pilot scheme 
for people who have been on 
incapacity benefit for more than 
a year and that the scheme will 
carry on until 2006 as planned. 

But John Knight, head of 
policy at Leonard Cheshire, 


told DN he was concerned that 
rising benefits would become a 
key election issue, particularly 
after Prime Minister Tony 
Blair suggested in his keynote 
speech that hardworking fami- 
lies should not be seeing 
“people who don’t deserve it 
getting benefits”. 

Mr Knight said: “I think it’s 
a Number Ten initiative. They 
are after tabloid headlines. 
They know that by peddling 
this line they will appeal. I 
accept Maria’s and Alan’s reas- 
surances but I think there are 
bigger forces at play than that.” 


Access battle for disabled visitors 


Access rating: & 


Disabled people criticised access 
at the conference centre in 
Brighton used by the Labour 
Party for being “ill-thought out” 
and badly signposted, which 
was made worse because of 
strict security measures. A lift 
was also found to be broken. 
Rodgine Begg, of Blyth Valley 
constituency, said access was 
“laughable” and made her “feel 
like a non-person”. She said she 


was so low in the conference hall 
she could not see and as a party 
member was not able to get to 
things she wanted to vote on. 

She told DN: “I have never 
felt so disabled in my life. We 
are battling all the time. They 
said my carer couldn’t sit with 
me during the conference and I 
was left on my own. It’s been 
horrendous.” 

On the plus side, the Labour 
Party was the only major politi- 
CAlepatty sto. brine sin 


Shopmobility to lend wheel- 
chairs and scooters at its con- 
ference. RNIB enablers were 
also on hand to assist. 

In the town there were com- 
plaints about hotels where 
fringe meetings were held, 
some of which had broken lifts 
and poor access, meaning dis- 
abled people had to go through 
kitchens. People were also con- 
cerned that locations meant 
there were long walks between 
meetings. 


Swift half: The Prime Minister’s wife Cherie Blair stopped off at the 
pub during her tour of the Labour Party conference, which was in 
fact Scope’s Free2Pee campaign stand. The virtual pub’s fruit 
machine highlighted access problems disabled people face when 
trying to get a drink, including dealing with rude staff. It suggested 
ways venues could be made more accessible. Mrs Blair is pictured 
with Scope campaigns officer Giles Roddy. 


New rights imminent 


Minister’ for Disabled People 
Maria Eagle told delegates at 
the annual conference that 
new rights outlined in the Draft 
Disability Discrimination 
Bill would be enforced “ 
nently”. 

She said: “We will get it [the 
bill] through before the end of 
this parliament if I have got 
anything to do with it.” 
Parliament is expected to close 
around mid-November. 

Ms Eagle also said that the 
bill will now be called the 
Disability Rights Bill. 

But less pleasing to delegates 


immi- 


was the news that there would 
be no more government money 
to promote its Access to Work 
scheme, despite the enforce- 
ment of part three of the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
last month which covers an 
additional 600,000 disabled 
employees. 

Ms Eagle said the govern- 
ment had already trebled the 
number of people on Access to 
Work and has trebled its bud- 
get. She added: “We don’t have 
big advertising They 
cost a lot and I’d rather spend 
the money on disabled people.” 


about it. 


Speaking at a Making 
D ecisions Alliance (MDA) 
fringe meeting, she said the 
most important change to the 
bill since it was written was 
that vulnerable people would 
be able to get support from 
independent advocates. 
Baroness Ashton added that 
the government would 
continue working with the 
MDA and disabled people to 
ensure all the “practical detail” 
of the bill was right. 
The bill is expected to be 
implemented in April 2007. 


a = new andiesto: 


Giatled heople = ee 


Dr Berry said he was 


ge against the softly-softly 


approach of some charities, 
adding that service providers 
had been given enough time to 
get their act together. 

“We have waited too long 
for people to be reasonable. 
Now the law can be invoked 
and the lawyers will be 
looking,” he said. 

Dr Berry also demanded a 
tough stance against transport 
providers. 

“Unless we set what is a 
reasonable but firm deadline 
now it will drag on.” 


David Josephs, ae 
chairman, said the ‘government 
must take prompt action to 
end the NHS postcode lottery 
of service provision for 
epilepsy. He called for an 
increase in the number of 
consultant neurologists, 
improved GP training and 
regional epilepsy tsars to 
improve service coordination. 

JEC estimates the cost of 
misdiagnosis and spending on 
disability benefits for people 
who could be seizure free is 
over £200m and says improved 
services could be paid for from 
the money saved. 


© Full guarantee 


@ Nationwide local branches offering 


friendly advice and 24-hour 
backup, 365 days a year 


CALL 0800 715 124 ExT 8686 
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16 Party conference 


‘An overhaul of direct payments was promised at the Liberal Democrat conference. Sarah Hobson reports 


Direct freedom Work schemes fail 


disabled jobseekers 


The Liberal Democrats would 
allow people to use direct pay- 
ments for health services if they 
got into power, it was 
announced in Bournemouth. 

Shadow health secretary 
Paul Burstow said his party 
would introduce personalised 
health care plans and make 
direct payments available “so 
that people with conditions like 
diabetes, Parkinsons and multi- 
ple sclerosis (MS) can manage 
their health and care needs 
around their life rather than fit 
their life around the NHS”. 

Also offered would be regu- 
lar health “MOTs”, more com- 
plementary therapy and free 
dental and eye checks. 

Personal care would be given 
without charge if needed as, the 
party said, “no one should be 
forced to sell their home to pay 
for care”. 

Proposals on health were 


Disability 
Awmember yotuthes Liberal 
Democrat Disability Association 
criticised her party’s strategy on 
transport for failing to account 


for the needs of disabled people. 
Hannah Saul, secretary of the 


association, urged delegates not 
to back a proposed policy, which 
said only that a modernised rail 
system should be “accessible to 
all regardless of disability”. It 
contained no further details or 


backed by Robert Adamson 
(above), who is the prospective 
parliamentary candidate for 
Darlington. 

Mr Adamson, who has MS, 
told the conference that in 
health services it was important 
to have “things like early diag- 


| but Ignored In 


reference to other forms of 
transport for disabled people. 
She said the policy paper 
should have included plans to 
ensure station staff are available 
during out-of-work hours to 
help disabled travellers and that 
paths used by wheelchairs users 
and pedestrians should be sepa- 
rated from cycle paths. 
Surrey-based councillor 
Meurig Williams, who has cere- 


transport p 


nosis and also detailed care 
packages for all people with 
long-term conditions”. 

He suggested that more gov- 
ernment cash was needed to 
ensure specialist services and 
carers funded initially by the 
voluntary sector could continue. 


dN 


bral palsy, said transport staff 
needed more training to sup- 
port disabled passengers. 

Despite arguments, the poli- 
cy was backed, although it was 
promised that the issue would 
be revisited before the final elec- 
tion manifesto was drawn up. 

The party also announced in 
a pre-manifesto paper that it 
would make local off-peak trav- 
el free for all disabled people. 


Young disabled people are losing 
out to their non-disabled coun- 
terparts in government employ- 
ment schemes, the Liberal 
Democrats claimed. 

Instead of the New Deal 
scheme, shadow minister for 
employment Paul Holmes said 
his party would introduce 
“individual work schemes” to 
ensure funding could be used as 
“support for those who need 
most help in accessing the job 
market”. 

He told the conference that 
from the three quarters of a bil- 
lion pounds spent on the New 
Deal each year disabled people 
currently receive “just three per 
cent”. He told DN the Liberal 
Democrats would allocate a 
“much higher” percentage. 

Individual schemes, he 
explained, would expand on 
pilot projects run by charities 
such as the Shaw Trust and cer- 
tain job centres so all disabled 
job seekers could benefit. 

Job advisers. for such 
schemes were successful in 
securing jobs for disabled peo- 
ple, he said, because they have 
more personal contact and flex- 
ibility and are not pressured to 
impose benefits sanctions if 
jobs are not found quickly. 

> They recognise thatior 
somebody who has been on 
incapacity benefit for several 


years, or has never worked, 
before you say to them ‘go and 
try a job’ you’ve got to look at 
self confidence, interview skills, 
IT skills — a whole lot of 
issues,” he said. 

Mr Holmes also told DN his 
party’s reason for backing a 
single equalities act, which has 
been included in a pre-mani- 
festo document. 

He said all groups to be cov- 
ered by the Commission for 
Equalities and Human Rights, 
which Labour wants to set up 
without such an act, needed to 
have the same rights against dis- 
crimination. “It’s just a total, 
utter mess and a legal mine- 
field... you’ve got to have single 
equality legislation first to clear 
up this minefield — there’s got 
be a level playing field.” 


Seaside sorted 


Access rating: OOo 
There were few complaints from 
disabled delegates, who said the 
conference centre's corridors, 
rooms and various floors were 
accessible. Chairs were added 
to passageways after some 
found walking long distances 
tiring. A number of fringe 
meeting rooms in hotels were 
not accessible but these were 
Clearly marked in the 
conference brochure. 
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Now with added 


Cycling for people 
with special needs 


020 8299 6636 
www. londonrecumbents.com 
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On the fringe 


Campaigners were lobbying hard for improved housing, media 
recognition for disabled people and to help carers get back to work 


Housing need 

At a meeting led by the all- 
party parliamentary group on 
homelessness and housing 
needs, campaigners and local 
council workers suggested all 
social housing should be built 
to minimum access standards. 

John Perry, policy adviser 
for the Chartered Institute of 
Housing, told DN “there was 
no reason why” there should 
not be a national adoption of 
“barrier free housing” as seen 
in Scotland. 

Elsewhere, town planners 
criticised modern “ghost 
towns” for failing to cater for 
disabled people’s living, 
working and social lives. 

MP Sue Doughty, a 
proposer of the “sustainable 
communities” private 
member’s bill, said community 
buildings and local shops were 
vital for disabled people. 


Media image 

An academic whose expertise 
includes the culture and 
identity of disabled people, 
criticised broadcasters for 
“nationalised mainstreaming” 
of images of disabilities at a 
meeting organised by RADAR 
and BSkyB. 

Dr Paul Darke, a wheelchair 
user, said the BBC and Channel 
4 were particularly guilty of 
“depoliticising disability issues” 
and suggesting that all disabled 
people should be the same. 

“Not all disabled people 
want to be Paralympians,” he 
explained, adding that 
broadcasters were promoting 
“super crips” against “bad 
crips”. He demanded the return 
of specialised disability 
programmes, which should be 
combined with positive but 
realistic mainstream 
representation. 


Carers’ rights 
Employers should ensure they 
‘6 are flexible in 
giving staff time 
off for caring 
when necessary, 
it was demanded 
at a Carers UK 
gathering. 
Jones (left), 
a director general 
of the Confederation of 
British Industry, joined carers’ 
leaders to say it made 
“business sense” as it would 
encourage people who were 
often “more responsible” 
than other employees and 
who had acquired “valuable 
skills” at home to go back 
to work. 
It was also stressed that 
young carers could not 
expect to receive the same 
state pensions as their older 
counterparts. 
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Disability Now contacted the smaller parties to see what policies they have relating to disability in the fields 


of benefits, employment, education, social care, health, housing 


fuel payments and transport 


Greens would end means tests) BSL recognition for Wales 


If the Green party 
was voted in at the 
next election, it 
would replace the 
current benefits system with 
“citizen’s income”, which 
would be available to everybody 
that needed it, and disabled 
people would then receive extra 
disability-related income. 

One of the main advantages, 
according to Simone Aspis, the 
party’s disabled people’s 
spokesperson (right), would 
be that disabled people’s 
income would not be means 
tested as it is now. She said: 
“Whatever one earns on top of 
their allowances would be 
theirs to keep.” 

Several of the party’s policies 
support equal pay, income and 
employment opportunities for 
all citizens. 

If in power, it would set up 
“local teams of inspectors” that 
would help enforce strength- 


Winter fuel 


The Scottish 
National Party 
(SNP), like the 


Green party, would 
seek to protect disabled people’s 
income by tackling the benefits 
system, DN has been told. 

Shona Robison, the party’s 
health and social justice 
spokesperson (right), said it 
would call a halt to “welfare 
reform measures, in particular 
the extension of means testing 
of benefits, which damage 
the living standards of vulner- 
able sections of the communi- 
ty, such as disabled, severely 
disabled and long-term sick 
people”. 

This would form part of a 
series of short, medium and 
long-term measures to help 


ened rules on banning discrimi- 
nation in the workplace. Their 
work would be backed up by 
bodies such as the Disability 
Rights Commission. 

The Greens say they would 
also value the contribution of 
voluntary work to society. Ms 
Aspis added: “Work covers all 
the activities people undertake 
to support themselves, their 
families and communities.” 

On education, the party says, 
it would expect local education 
authorities to “work towards 
the implementation of inclusive 
education”. This would mean 
encouraging schools to pool 
together to provide resources 
that would be needed to sup- 
port disabled children in main- 
stream schools. This would 
enable temporary segregation 
for children who needed it and 
would allow children still in 
special schools to benefit from 
mainstream facilities. 


“eliminate poverty and depriva- 
tion among disabled people”. 


The party would also 
move to alleviate financial 
concerns, Ms Robison added, 
by extending the 
fuel allowance to severely 


disabled people, but only “as 


winter 


All policies follow the social 
model of disability, according 
to Ms Aspis, including those of 
community care. She said that 
disabled people would receive 
as much support as possible to 
be able to live independently, 
which would include giving 
them a choice of accommoda- 
tion and cash grants would be 
available for adaptations. 


review promised by SNP 


resources become available”. 

On transport, Ms Robison 
told DN, disabled people 
would pay discounted fares on 
trains, buses and ferries 
throughout Scotland. The 
party would also carry out a 
“review of the availability and 
convenience of public transport 
services for disabled people”. 

In general, the SNP will 
push for “robust” implementa- 
tion of the Disability 
Discrimination Act, ensuring 
adequate measures are put in 
place to monitor compliance. 

Ms Robison added: “We 
will ensure that every area 
of legislation promotes equality 
of opportunity, focusing 
on the rights of people with 
disabilities.” 


Work continues despite suspension 


Because the Northern Ireland 
Assembly is still suspended 
(from October 2002), there are 
no local parties in or competing 
for power, but DN has been told 
that politicians of the Northern 
Ireland Office — the interim 
leaders — are working hard to 
ensure disabled people are 
accounted for in their policies. 

The political situation means 
new policies are less likely to be 
made and many current ones 
mirror those set in London by 
the Labour government, includ- 
ing rules on benefits and 
employment schemes, although 
there are some departments 
that have been given the free- 
dom to implement more for- 


ward thinking approaches. 

One is the Department for 
Social Development, which now 
requires that all one-storey 
homes and flat complexes 
served with a lift are designed 

s “lifetime homes”. Both ten- 
ants and private home owners 
are able to get funding for 
changes they need to make. 
Selection criteria for people 
needing social housing have 
also been improved to take bet- 
ter account of complex needs. 

On the down side, winter 
fuel payments, as in England, 
are still only available to those 
over 60, but the department’s 
warm home scheme has begun 
providing energy efficient mea- 


sures for disabled people on 
certain benefits. 

Caring for people in the 
community is one of the major 
projects for the Department of 
Health, Social Services and 
Public Safety over the next year. 
This involves meeting targets to 
move people with long-term ill- 
ness, mental health problems 
and learning difficulties from 
hospitals into the community. 

Accessible transport is also 
high on the agenda. While most 
timetables follow those of 
England, passengers in 
Northern Ireland can expect to 
see 23 new accessible trains by 
next summer and 350 new 
buses over the next two years. 


Plaid Cymru told 

eA DN it was still 

” Us: debating some of 

its policies that would affect 

disabled people, but generally it 
follows the social model. 

Policies that already exist 
include supporting winter fuel 
payments for severely disabled 
people under 60, giving tailor- 
made grants for home adapta- 
tions and allowing disability 
allowances to be paid along- 
side pensions. 

In education, all disabled 
students, not just those in full- 
time, further 
should receive disabled students 
benefits. On health, the party 
says, all children with special 


URIP in free 


DN contacted the 
UK Independence 
Party  (UKIP), 
which is hoping to 
take trom = the 
Conservative party at the next 
general election, only to find 
out its consideration of dis- 
abled people is fairly narrow. 
Despite being given plenty of 
time to tell DN readers what 
they would do for disabled peo- 
ple if they got into power, only 
one policy, on transport, was 
mentioned. It seems there are 
no plans for health, housing, 
social care, benefits, education 


education, 


votes 


or employment. 


Whcae Patt yes wuraccess 
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needs should have access to 
appropriate and specialist 
health professionals. 

In policies that are being 
looked at currently, the party 
says one of the most important 
is improving advocacy services 
and support for disabled peo- 
ple. A spokesman told DN that 
disabled people’s groups needed 
more help in finding and secur- 
ing grants that are available. 

In other areas, the party says 
it would support British Sign 
Language being recognised in 
Wales, require that “homes for 
life” are developed where possi- 
ble and bring back bus grants 
so that they can be adapted for 
disabled people. 


tax! pledge 


spokesman” said of its policy 
agenda for disabled people: 
“There’s not much of it... but 
one policy we do have is on 
transport. 

“The money that is funding 
adaptations of stations and 
trains we would use for disabled 
people to actually go by taxi. It 
means we would not be paying 
for hugely expensive lifts in 
train stations, for example.” 

So would UKIP pay for a 
wheelchair user to travel from 
Inverness to London? 

“Yes; it would work out far 
cheaper for the taxpayer” 
the reply, “and means people 
could be taken door to door”. 


was 


A qualified designer who is also disabled will make all the difference 
to the design of your accessible kitchen 


| Design Matters understands that access should not mean sacrificing 
choice, quality or value for money. The company provides a comprehensive 
| design, supply and installation service to individuals, OTs and others with a 
|| responsibility for access. 


Adam Thomas, a wheelchair user since 1981, has 20 years professional 
experience of access issues. He designed both kitchens at the Disabled 


Living Foundation. 


| Design Matters is a family run business with over 25 years design 
| experience. Its accessible showroom has easy parking and is located just 


off the M40 at junction 3/4. 
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Still laughing 


Since developing complications with her diabetes, Sue Townsend, the 
best-selling creator of Adrian Mole, has had to deal with inaccessible 
hotels, ignorance from millionaires and a patronising media. But her 
comic creations still delight her writes Nuala Calvi 


ue Townsend, best- 


; selling author of the 
Adrian Mole series, 
is having a bad time 


with hotels. 

Since she started using a 
wheelchair a year ago due to 
complications with her 
diabetes, Townsend has already 
had one disastrous holiday 
experience. “My husband 
typed ‘wheelchair friendly 
hotels’ into the computer and 

77, 


we found this place in Ibiza. We 


turned up on Saturday night, in 
the dark, and the electric doors 
opened to reveal... gravel! We 
were surrounded by gravel!” 
She looks astonished. “Colin 
dragged me through to the 
‘wheelchair friendly entrance’ — 
only to find it was up a flight of 
steps!” 

The obvious solution, she 
says, was to challenge the hotel 
owners to a full circuit of the 
grounds in her wheelchair. 

Husband Colin has once 
again had to oblige with the 
chair this week, as Townsend 
finds herself staying in another 
inaccessible hotel in London to 
publicise her latest book, 
Adrian Mole and the Weapons 
of Mass Destruction. 


Experience ‘YW 
the amazing 
Balder Finesse 
soon. Models to 
suit all ages. 
Variety of 
seating systems | 

fitted 


Call Today 
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767181 


Unit 24, Murrell Green Business Park 
London Road, Hook RG27 9GR 


Fax: 01256 768887 


Being a wheelchair user as 
well as visually impaired (she 
lost her sight four years ago, 
also through diabetes) has 
caused other, more subtle 
obstacles. 

“They [the media] talk to 
you in quite a different way. 
There’s a kind of tone to their 
a sort of 
‘well done!’ And 
they are less critical.” 

Tellingly, the return of 
Adrian Mole sees Townsend 


voice now... 
patronising: 


recounting the 34-year-old’s 
fear of his “slide towards gum 
disease, wheelchairs and 
death”, his awkwardness 


‘One thing about being 
blind is that | used to 
be very aware of people 
looking at me, and 

now I’m not’ 


around best friend Nigel, now 
blind, and his addiction to a 
loft-living, coffee-making 
lifestyle he can’t afford. 

He couldn’t be more 
different from his creator, who, 
in the journey from her “bog- 
standard, working class 
background” to becoming the 


CAN YOUR POWERCHAIR 
THIS?» 
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best-selling author of the 1980s, 
has lost none of her trademark 
sense of the ridiculous. 

She admits that, even on her 
sixth Mole book, she has lost 
none of the insecurities she had 
when she left school at 14 with 
no qualifications. 

For years, Townsend hid her 
stories in a cardboard box, 
writing secretly in whatever 
time she could grab as a single 
mum on a Leicester council 
estate. Her first story was 
about a competition between 
two rival pub bores. As she 
describes the characters, they 
sound a little like an early 
sketch for the pedantic Mole, 
and reveal Townsend’s own 
secret fear. 

“T always thought I would 
majorly disappoint people 
when they met me in person. I 
didn’t have the obvious signs of 
wealth and status... I think 
people expect you to be 
interesting when you’re famous 
and I’ve always had a huge fear 
of being boring. I leave parties 
early so ’m not boring. I used 
to get into a nervous sweat and 
stammer when people came up 
to me. One thing about being 
blind is that I used to be very 
aware of people looking at me, 
and now I’m not.” 

It’s an incredible admission 
from a woman who has the 
quickest mind and most wicked 
sense of humour of anyone you 
are likely to meet. But 
Townsend’s crises of confidence 
mean she still puts off writing 
until the last minute, often not 
starting work until after 
midnight and working through 
the night to compensate. 

This time round it has meant 
Colin, who has become 
Townsend’s typist since her 
sight loss, has had to adapt to 
her nocturnal habits (she tried 
a computer programme for 
blind people, she says, but it 
cost over £1,000 and started 
spouting gobbledegook after a 
month so was retired from 
service). 

“He’s endlessly patient — we 
were often working until five in 
the morning,” she laughs. “It 
was ridiculous. He’s a bloke — 
he needs his eight hours’ sleep, 
poor sod.” 

It was another “invasion” 
which Townsend, once so shy 
about her writing and fierce 
about her independence, has 
had to adjust to. But it’s one 


she admits has become quite 
helpful. “He gives great 
feedback, actually. We only had 
two rows writing the book. He 
said something was a bit over- 
the-top and he was right. I do 
tend to go OTT sometimes.” 

As Colin appears to make 
sure his wife knows where her 
coffee, orange juice and fags 
are, disappearing into the 
background at just the right 
moment to remain 
discreetly within earshot, I 
can’t help but notice how in 
tune the couple are. 

The pair met when 
Townsend, who worked at an 
adventure playground, took a 
SEE SL eS 


‘l once sat opposite a 
multi-millionaire at an 
RNIB dinner. He said, 

‘| do wish you’d take 

off your dark glasses — 
it’s very rude!’ 

(2 SE TS 


group of kids to the city farm 
Colin ran. The couple have 
now been married for 28 years 
and have one daughter 
together. She also has three 
children from a previous 
relationship. 

“Tm so lucky I’ve got him. I 
can’t imagine coping on my 
own — I wouldn’t want my 
children to have to help me and 
I don’t know how I’d be with 
carers,” she says, in another 
softer moment. 

But she is soon back to 
laughing about the whole 
charade of being Sue 
Townsend; this time the charity 
work she has been asked to do 
since becoming disabled. 


“lm always uncomfortable 
when I’m asked to do a 
fundraising event. It’s a kind of 
social thing for rich people, 
isn’t it? I once sat opposite a 
multi-millionaire at an RNIB 
dinner. He said, ‘I do wish 
you'd take off your dark glasses 
— it’s very rude!’ 

“His wife said [she adopts a 
posh accent]: ‘It’s so much 
easier to be blind these days, 
isn’t it? One can shop on the 
internet!” 

I’m reminded of Adrian 
clumsily patronising his blind 
friend, dragging him around by 
the shirt collar and shouting as 
if he can’t hear well. Is Nigel a 
mouthpiece for her own 
frustrations? 

“Oh, absolutely. I don’t 
think disabled people will 
condemn me for that. At the 
school reunion, when people 
give him a round of applause 
for being brave — that has 
happened to me. 

“T wanted to smash the 
woman’s face in who said it to 
me. People are always saying 
things like, ‘what’s the worst 
thing about being blind?’ and I 
feel like saying what Nigel says: 
‘T can’t £***ing see!’ 

“He’s definitely one of my 
favourite characters — I just love 
Nigel’s guide dog...” 

We exchange anecdotes 
about Nigel and his guide dog 
as if we are talking about old 
school friends, until Townsend 
is whisked away to the next 
assignment as Sue Townsend 
the successful author. 

And I realise: Adrian and co. 
still make Townsend laugh as 
much as they do her readers. 
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Assisted dying debate — and DN 


‘Equality should not include 
killing people’ 


I think that Disability Now was 
wrong to insert a postcard 
supporting assisted dying. 
Equality for the disabled 
should include equality of 
opportunity and access to pub- 
lic services and places. It surely 
should not include killing 
people. 

Dr Shakespeare (DN 
October) states that “Assisted 
suicide is not about killing 
disabled people against their 
wishes”. 

Helping people to commit 
suicide implies complicity in 
killing however the words are 
“dressed up” to look less than 
they are. 

The horror is that the 
General Medical Council is in 
breach of articles 2, 3 and 8 of 
the European Convention on 
Human Rights in its Guidance 
on Euthanasia. 

Withdrawal of assisted food 
and fluid starves people to 
death and causes “pain, 
discomfort and extreme distress 
that result from malnutrition 
and dehydration.” We are in 
very dangerous territory. 

If we connive at the killing of 
the disabled, how long will it be 
before they come looking 
(legally) for Dr Shakespeare 
next? 

DN was wrong and so is 
assisted suicide. 

Geoff Cavender (email) 


‘We should not be allowed 
to suffer for the sake of 
other people’s beliefs’ 


I can see clearly why one should 
wish to end one’s existence. 

Being a sufferer of chronic 
pain, which at times cannot be 
controlled by medication, I 
have been so driven, on 
occasion, due to the day in and 
day out constant torture of my 
body and mind, that had I 
been able to raise myself from 
my prone position, I would 
willingly have ended my 
torture. It is only when asked 
that I talk about these times, as 
I have come up against those 
who have been horrified to 
think I could contemplate 
relieving myself of my suffering. 

Some will say that I was not 
making a rational decision 
because of my state of mind, 
but in my case there is always 
an end to these periods of 
torture, so I can rationalise my 
situation and grit my teeth 
until the torment ceases. 

With this knowledge, I say 
that unless those who are against 
assisted dying have been taken to 
the very edge by some form of 
disability or illness, physical or 
mental, they have no right to 
deny it to those of us who suffer. 

I am very strong in my 
belief that we have the right to 
choose to die with dignity and 
not be allowed to suffer for the 
sake of other people’s beliefs. 
Malcolm Thatcher (email) 


Thank you for your comments. We couldn’t use them all — Editor 


CREATING ADVENTURE 


companion....... 


e 


wy 


Generations 


Tom is 10%, he’s in year 6 at the 
local primary school, he and his class 
mate’s have just completed the cycling 
proficency course...... Tom has Cerebral 
Palsy. Fixed up with a go-kart from Generations he had 
no problem taking part and passing the course, his go-kart 

was eyed with envy by many of his two-wheeled 

enerati ONS working with children who 
can’t ride bikes, many adaptions possible and special 
needs catered for. The ultimate christmas present — 

» a bike for the kid who thought he’d never have one 
— a bike for the kid who everyone thought couldn't. 
Ring 01509 210321 for your full colour brochure. 
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‘People (are) capable of 
making up their own minds 
...DN was completely right’ 


I was offended to read (DN 
October) that Tara Flood 
equates the proposals of the 
Assisted Dying Bill with 
“killing off disabled people”. It 
is intended to give a reasonable 
choice to people capable of 
making up their own minds, 
whether or not they wish to 
continue suffering — it is not 
called the “Compulsory Death 
Bill”, as some people’s reac- 
tions seem to imply. 

I concede that such an 
option would be open to abuse, 
but what other care options 
aren’t? Naturally, there would be 
strict and cautious procedures 
and guidelines to minimise the 
potential for abuse. Some kind 
of counselling should also be 
available. 

I believe DN was completely 
right to include the assisted 
dying postcard with the 
magazine. I agree with Rosalie 
Wilkins (DN October) that its 
inclusion does not imply 
endorsement by Scope. If it 
offends some readers, they can 
throw it away — they should 
not deny other people the 
chance to read it just because 
they do not agree with them. 

I also agree that DN should 
remain an impartial forum for 
discussion and raising awareness 
of issues — Scope should not 
influence the contents based on 
their own policies. 

Sam Walker (email) 


@ As if UKIP’s one policy on 
disability was not impressive 
enough (see p 17), they seem 
none too keen on disabled 
people representing them at 
elections, either. Their website 
warned: “All prospective 
candidates and constituency 
office bearers must sign 
declarations confirming that 
they have no criminal record, 
no record of serious mental 
illness and no previous assoc- 
iation with extremist political 
groups of right and left.” 


No short stay 
hotel rooms 


Barry Baines’ and Christine 
Allen’s campaign (DN 
October) emphasises the 
irony that it seems to be easier 
to get (at a cost)overnight 
accommodation for someone 
needing a hoist, bed sides, 
etc, if you also want respite 
care, than if you don’t, 
because then you can use a 
nursing centre. 

You’d think hotels and 
nursing centres would be 
anxious to cater for parties of 
disabled and non-disabled 
people travelling together, but, 
curiously, they don’t seem to. 

Hotel and nursing centre 
proprietors seem to overlook 
the needs of people requiring 
special care who still live a 
normal life and want to travel. 

Hotels may have adapted 
rooms, but generally without 
hoists, special beds, etc. 
Nursing centres don’t seem to 
have guest rooms, nor varying 
tariffs according to the amount 
of care required. 

Park House at Sandringham 
does, but that’s a holiday hotel. 

We need a chain with 
facilities throughout the country. 
Oliver Christopherson (email) 


...bDut one answer 


Being severely disabled, I have 
not been able to have a holiday 
for a number of years, and have 
also had difficulty travelling 
any distance for a day’s outing 
due to there being no hoists in 
public disabled toilets. 
However, I am lucky to have 
been helped by the charity 
Remap. One of their team 
invented a “c” shaped cushion 
which inflates using a motor 
connected to my electric 
wheelchair and allows me to 
use a urinal. This has meant I 
can travel to many places for a 
day, although it is by no means 
a perfect solution and tends to 
be rather uncomfortable. If only 
all disabled toilets had a hoist. 
Esther Collington 
Ilkeston Derbyshire 


But after a small piece in 
The Guardian, the reference 
mysteriously vanished. And 
we thought they didn’t have 
websites in the 19th century. 


@ The Sun, known for its 
strict devotion to the social 
model of disability, led on 20 
October on the story that the 
radical Muslim cleric Abu 
Hamza was to be given a new 
prosthesis on the NHS. Would 
they also complain about 
fixing a prisoner’s wheelchair? 


by Ruth Madeley 


On 4 August this year I turned 
18. ’'d been dying for a Bolton 
Wanderers season ticket, so you 
can imagine how excited I was 
to find the ticket of my dreams 
in my card. A present that lasts 
a whole year. Now every other 
Saturday I look forward to 
seeing my team play at the 
Reebok Stadium. 

On my first visit, I was 
impressed and amazed at the 
access I found there. There 
were plenty of disabled parking 
spaces available, disabled toilets 
nearby and flat surfaces to 
our seats. 

My season ticket included 
admittance to a carer, shared 
between my dad and friends — 
whoever is nicest to me 
that week! 

I won’t forget the first match 
of the season, where I was 
informed about the Bolton 
Wanderers Disabled Supporters 
Association (BWDSA). It helps 
disabled people enjoy their time 
at the football as much as other 
supporters — if not more. They 
work hard organising seating 
and now have all the front row 
seats reserved for disabled 
football fans. 

This isn’t all. The BWDSA 
has a supporters’ bus that 
provides easy, accessible 
transport to fans who find it 
difficult to get to the ground or 
away matches. Fun collections 
are held regularly to boost 
their funds. 

Another exciting aspect of 
life at the Reebok Stadium this 
year includes the Wanderers 
Champion Award. This is 
presented every month to 
someone from the local area 
who has done something 
outstanding for the community 
or overcome adversity. 

We often have visiting 
celebrities including Amir 
Khan, our local Olympic hero, 
which adds to the vibrant 
atmosphere. 

I’m now waiting for my next 
match of the season. 

I wonder if your football 
stadium is as good as ours — it’s 
a tough one to beat. 
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Comment 21. 


Its time to fight the real 


Internal battles in the disability movement mean the 
real enemy — mass media — will continue applying the \« 
medical model ad nauseam, writes Stephen Brookes _ 


was on a train recently 
reading the British Council 
of Disabled People’s 
(BCODP) and Greater 
Manchester Council of 


’ Disabled People’s newsletters. It 
- doesn’t take a genius to note 


what is going wrong with the 
disability movement in the UK. 
It is at war with itself. 
Everyone is having their say, 
from academics and 


. government ministers to hard- 


line demonstrators and 
contributors to internet 
websites. At stake is who claims 
to be the legitimate voice of 
disabled people. 

While we all acknowledge 
there are legitimate differences 
of opinion, I do not believe that 
most of us want this kind of 


dispute. 


A recent email contact told 
me: “I find disability issues 


| most interesting because I have 
. attention deficit/hyperactivity 


disorder and dyslexia along 


» with physical impairment. In 


the UK, disability is seen as 
discrimination towards people 


VW T5* (LVTA) 
1.9 T.D.I turbo diesel 


Mercedes Benz VITO 


ABS, also available in Automatic 


£17,995 %£19,995 (Auto) cote ox 
TOYOTA HIACE* (LVTA) 
2.5 C.D.1. turbo diesel, ABS 


For further information, FREE Brochure pack 
or to arrange a demonstration please contact 
Philip Beecham, Mike Jones, Simon Fletcher 
or David Connor (New Versa Enquiries), 

Phil Hawkins (Used Versa Specialist). 


who have an impairment. 
However, there are many 
people with medical conditions 
questioning whether the social 
model of disability (society 
creating barriers) is 
representing everyone’s needs.” 

Somewhere, we have become 
wrapped up in model 
identification. And what I find 
disheartening is that at the 
centre of this struggle for control 
of definitions and meanings is 
mud slinging and abuse, which 
amounts to little short of a petty 
“I’m king of the castle (for today 
anyway)” attitude. 

Professor Colin Low 
suggested some years ago that 
disability rights had gone too 
far, while others loudly 
opposed this view. 

The war of words and 
“faction-actions” will go on for 
years if we are not careful, and 
all the time we are missing the 
most important issue facing 
disabled people: our 
representation in the media. 

We allow the opinion and 
news sections of the newspaper 


and television industry to 
completely disregard what is 
happening or being said within 
disability politics. As a result, a 
key influence on our lives, the 
medical model (“suffering 
crips”), is alive and well and 
thriving on indifference. The 
media industry, the enemy, 
doesn’t even need to fight us; we 
are too busy doing it ourselves. 

Mainstream and regional 
newspapers and TV channels 
continue to act in ignorance and 
with a degree of self-interest and 
self-protection. They tend to 
run news stories fed to them by 
big charities rather than 
research the day-to-day issues 
that face disabled people. 

Disabled people’s struggle to 
be recognised and given a fair 
deal, as well as the way we see 
ourselves, is heavily influenced 
by the way we are seen. 
Individual writers, producers 
and editors are consistently 
guilty of perpetuating the 
medical model. 

The duty on service providers 
to make reasonable adjustments 


ZHAN 


7 oy” 


OLR 


Meee of DAN protest outside RNIB’s London headquarters last 
year. Would their energy have been better spent fighting the media? 


under the Disability 
Discrimination Act goes some 
way to correct attitudes, 
particularly when it is supported 
by disability awareness training, 
but what we really need is a duty 
on news providers and centres of 
media influence to recognise the 
basic human rights of disabled 
people. 

While Bert Massie, chair of 
the Disability Rights 
Commission, says: “We intend 
to stay focused on our main 
objective: to enforce the rights 
of disabled people”, 
Mansell, ex-director of 
RADAR, says: “I 
wholeheartedly agree that there 
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LE VEHICLES... 


STYLE, COMFORT, CONVENIENCE AND SAFETY MAKES 
OUR RANGE THE BENCHMARK OF QUALITY... 


e= Motability | 


The leading car scheme for disabled ty 


PREMIER PARTNER 


WE PURCHASE GOOD QUALITY USED VEHICLES 
Contact us on the number below 


THESE ARE JUST A SELECTION OF OUR FINE QUALITY USED VEHICLES 


MAKE/MODEL 


Nissan Vanette Versa 2.3 Diesel 
VW 800 1.9 Turbo Diesel Versa 
VW 800 1.9 Turbo Diesel 

VW 2.5 TD LWB, High Roof Versa 
Toyota HiAce 2.4 Diesel Versa 
Renault Kangoo 1.5 Diesel 
Renault Trafic 2.2 Petrol Versa 
Renault Master 2.2 Diesel Versa 
Citroen Berlingo 1.4 Petrol 

Fiat Scudo 1.9 D 


COLOUR SPECIFICATION 


MILEAGE 


is a slice of disabled people who 
think free speech is OK as long 
as you agree with them.” 
Disabled people I know think 
that if groups like DAN 
(Disability Action Network) and 
BCODP would unite and act 
with more moderate disabled 
people, then concerted and 
consistent pressure could be 
applied to newspapers and TV 
channels. For ultimately it is they 
who can instigate real change. 
e Stephen Brookes is chair of 
the Disabled Members’ 
Council of the National Union 
of Journalists 
e@ Have your say at DN online: 
www.disabilitynow.org.uk 
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RENAULT MASTER 
2.5 D.C.I. turbo diesel 


RENAULT TRAFIC 


: 1.9 D.C.I. diesel, ABS standard 


R788 WFM 
T188 OWJ 
X377AWG Red 
W867 MWG 
DE52 UWS 
YG02 UUD 
P858 LTU 
PNO2 NJF 
Y633 JYA 
Y93 MCD 


4,995 
7,995 
10,995 
12,495 
11,995 
10,495 
4,495 
14,795 
OSE 
10,995 


Blue 4 Seats, Ramp, Winch 

Green 4 Seats, Ramp 

4 Seats, Tail Lift, QS 

6 Seats, 2 Wheelchair positions, Tail Lift 
4 Seats, Ramp 

3 Seats, Ramp, Air Con. 

6 Seats, Ramp 

5 Seats, Tail Lift 

3 Seats, Drop Floor, Ramp 

3 Seats, Drop Floor, Ramp 


53,000 
26,222 
25,385 
20,000 
12,000 
19,000 
38,946 

6,000 
22,000 
21,000 


Green 
Blue 
Blue 
Blue 
Silver 
Green 
Blue 


RENAULT KANGOO 
1.2 petrol authentique 


¢ ALL VEHICLES ARE PREPARED AND VALETED * 6 MONTHS WARRANTY 
¢ ALL SECURING EQUIPMENT INCLUDED 
ALL PRICES ASSUME VAT AND ROAD FUND LICENSE ZERO RATING. 


VW & MERCEDES ARE AVAILABLE AS AUTOMATICS. 


VERSA SALES 0151 420 200 


Widnes Car Centre Limited, Moor Lane, Widnes Cheshire WAS 7AL 


*(LVTA)-LOW VOLUME TYPE APPROVED 


FAX: 0151 495 1382 


website: www.wheelchair-access.co.uk 
e-mail: versa@wheelchair-access.co.uk 


MONDAY - FRIDAY 9.00am - 5.30pm E&0E 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


22 Motoring 


Had my Till 
of pumps 


Motoring correspondent Helen Smith 
finds petrol stations are still unsure 
how to treat disabled drivers 


illing my car with petrol 
has never been a chore I 
§ relish and whenever 


2 possible I persuade 
someone to do it for me. 
However, for the sake of this 
article, I decided to go on my 
own and put two local stations 
to the test. 

One of the main problems 
garages say they have helping 
disabled drivers is only having 
one member of staff on duty. To 
try and avoid this problem I 
headed for my local Sainsbury’s, 
where there are nearly always 
two or more assistants. 

As I pulled up at the pump I 
saw a nice bright orange sticker 
with a wheelchair on saying 
beep horn for attention. So 
that’s what I did. 


‘It wasn’t going badly 
until the assistant handed 
back my card, looked at 
my false hand, and said 
“| see you can’t sign”’ 


The two people at the till 
gave me a kind of “What the 
hell are you making that noise 
for?” look before realisation 
dawned. A lady came out to 
help, but questioned me on my 
summoning technique. She said 
I should have waved my blue 
badge. I pointed out that the 
sign said to beep not wave. I 
eventually got my petrol but 
found beeping my horn for 
such a long time pretty 
embarrassing. 

My next test was a BP 
garage. Douglas Campbell, 
DN’s previous motoring 


correspondent, has written 
about the inadequacies of this 
company before. 

So had things changed since 
he last commented on them in 
2002? I pulled up at a pump 
where there was no sticker 
telling me to beep, no sticker 
saying there was Service Call (1 
don’t have this myself, but 
thought I’d check anyway) and 
the person in the shop was so 
far away it was difficult to get 
her attention. 

Just as I was contemplating 
what to do next, another 
customer pulled up. I asked if 
she could get the assistant but 
she offered to fill up for me 
instead. She was obviously a 
kind person, but kind or not, I 
didn’t want to hand my credit 
card to a complete stranger, so 
I asked her to get the assistant 
to come out. 

Four-and-a-half minutes 
later she came. Apart from the 
longish wait, it wasn’t going 
too badly until she handed 
back my card, looked at my 
false hand, and said “I see you 
can’t sign”. Grrrr. She 
obviously hadn’t been on her 
disability awareness course. 

From my experiences, 
filling up with petrol still 
appears to be difficult for 
disabled drivers. 

There’s a bit of good news 
on the horizon, though. A new 
guide has been published by the 
UK Petroleum Industry 
Association (UKPIA), the trade 
association representing the 
main oil refining and 
marketing companies in the 
UK, and the Centre for 


disabilitynowfortnightly 
N EXTRA... 


MAKING IT EASY FOR YOU 


You do not need to wait a month to advertise 
your vacancies. Should you miss the main issue of 
disabilitynow, you can advertise in the next 
mid-month supplement, November DNEXRA... 
Book and copy by 5th November 2004 


For more information, contact Patrick Durham-Matthews 
on 020 7619 7320, email: patrick.durhammatthews@scope.org.uk 


Why Motability 
has to fundraise 


In August Motability raised 
over £40,000 at York Races. In 
September their Tea Party 
Week campaign raised £32,000 
and their next big fundraiser, 
the national Autumn Raffle, is 
expected to raise over £500,000. 

Motability are obviously 
successful fundraisers, but why 
should they have to do it? 
Many argue that being mobile 
is everybody’s right and people 
shouldn’t have to rely on 
charity to get about. 

Although people on the 
highest rate mobility allowance 
are eligible to apply for a 
vehicle through Motability, the 
cost of advance payments for 
bigger vehicles, adaptations 
and driving lessons can be very 
expensive and this is where 
Motability’s Charitable Fund 
helps out. Motability also 
administers Specialised Vehicles 
Funds on behalf of the 
government. 

Out of 400,000 Motability 
customers, about 6,000 a year 
are helped by these extra funds. 
Last year the charitable trust 
awarded grants totalling £3.1 
million and distributed 
government grants totalling £6.2 
million. It’s easy to see that 
without Motability’s fundraising 
efforts there would be a huge 
shortfall and the number of 
people helped to get on the road 
would be greatly reduced. 

Without charity there just 
isn’t enough money available. 


I did my garage test just 
before the Disability 
Discrimination Act came into 
force and I'll be interested to 
see if this makes any difference 
to the kind of service on offer. 

Needless to say, I'll be 
putting garages to the test 
again in the near future. 

e UKPIA, tel: 020 7240 0289, 
email: info@ukpia.com 


Accessible Environments. 

It aims to help petrol 
stations make their forecourts 
more accessible. 

Also, the Disabled Drivers’ 
Association is having 
discussions with the oil 
company retailers on how to 
make improvements, but this 
doesn’t include the 
supermarket chains. 


GM Coachwork build 
vehicles to suit 
individual requirements. 
Why not contact us 
to view our range of 
vehicles or to arrange a 
demonstration/test drive. 


Tel: 01626 853050 


www.gmcoachwork.co.uk 


GM Coachwork Ltd, Trusham, 
Newton Abbot, Devon TQ13 ONX 


DOBLO ASPEN 


Lowered rear floor and 
lightweight ramp. Up to 65 inch 
headroom. Power steering. 
Electric windows. Remote central 
locking. Driver and passenger 
airbag. Choice of engines 


<+2 Motability 


The leading car scheme for disabled people 


DOBLO OHIO 


High roof plus ramp for 
wheelchair access. 58 inch 
headroom. Winch option. 
Driver and passenger airbag. 
Choice of engines. 
Price from £10,995 


We also have 
the South West’s 
best collection 
of quality used 
specialist 
vehicles. 
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SPECIALIST VEHICLES 
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Mobility... 
SIMPpIicity... 
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| comfort. = 


Se ahr ae SERRE EP ein iy 


felayin’ 


Ere 
ee MEN AE A ea 


The Brotherwood conversion of the ‘Award Winning’ Fiat 


Wh QT ‘eo (Ce YO UU f D | O riT| CS Multipla excels in all of these enabling the wheelchair 


passenger to simply travel beside the driver 


wn ra a G a OOS| ‘a e CC a max interior headroom 56” (1420mm) 
Q = with space for two rear adult passengers enhanced by the 
optional cantilever seat. 
simply load and go. 


alee 


sie Se ede ar a Sie i cena eis 
BROTHER WO 1B) Prat SS ami A Visit bsites WWW.brotherwood.com 
Phone now for more details and availabilty, YOR |] @ or www. brotherwood.co..uk for mors information 


Pilar Bol ane Bear Hackelt Sharbome. Dorset. DTS 6OP Telephone: 01935 872603 “sows SSeS is on our complete range of conversions and used sales list 
Fax: 01935 872853 © e-mail: sales@brotherwood.com NEW OR USED e SHORT & LONG TERM HIRE e FINANCE e AFTER SALES SERVICE e BUY-BACK SERVICE 


London’s new bendy buses have all the angles 
to help make your journey easier 


Bendy buses are a new part of London's bus fleet, nearly all of which is fully 
accessible. At present they run on nine routes, with more planned. 


Here are the three steps to travelling by bendy bus: 


Fully accessible 


Bendy buses are low floor, which means they are accessible for everyone. 
They have climate control and enhanced security through CCTV. 


Faster boarding — three door entry 

Most passengers can board through any of the three doors. Wheelchair 
users should use the central door, as it is fitted with a driver-operated 
ramp for easy access. 


Pay before you board 


Cash is not accepted on bendy buses, or on any service in central London, 
so you must have a valid ticket before you board. Tickets can be bought at 
roadside ticket machines or local ticket outlets known as Ticket Stops, as 
well as London Underground and National Rail stations. 


Wheelchair users travel free at all times on bus services operated by 
Transport for London. Disabled and blind people who live in a London borough 
are eligible for a freedom pass giving free travel. 


24 hour London Travel Information Textphone 


MAYOR OF LOND 020 7222 1234 020 79183015 bi wwwtflgov.uk | Transport for London 
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Access all areas 


On 1 October, the final part of the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) came into force. Businesses 
have a legal obligation to make reasonable adjustments where a service will otherwise be impossible 
or unreasonably difficult for a disabled person to access. Now you should be able to use a cinema 
without encountering steps, receive necessary information in text and audio format and access 
financial services with easy-to-understand documents. If you cannot do these things, you should 
complain, citing the DDA. DN has asked readers across the UK if they have noticed any difference. 


Aubrey Bingham, 
Belfast 


“As I travel about 
Northern Ireland in my 


Disability Sports NI 
development officer] I can 
see that some councils and 
public bodies are making 
positive changes, but I 
don’t think the 
requirements of the DDA 
have quite sunk in yet to 
all service providers. I was 
recently invited to the 
launch of a new fitness 
suite. At the opening, all 
attendees who were interested in a tour of the new facility were 
asked to assemble, but as I approached the assembly point in my 
chair, I was asked somewhat quizzically “Are you wanting to go 
on the tour?”. “Yes” I replied. “Ah... er... its actually up a flight 
of steps... we can get a couple of hefty guys to lift you up the 
steps”. I returned to my car in a state of bemusement that a 
brand new fitness suite had not even considered basic access to 
be a consideration. 

Also, some people think of accessibility just in terms of 
physical access such as ramps, doors and toilets, but it is also the 
services that are provided, whether that is equipment in a fitness 
suite or possibly information in alternative formats for visually 
impaired people.” 


Florence Parr, 
Ballinamallard, 
County Fermanagh 


“In the village where I 
live there are only two 
shops. The Spar shop is 
excellent. It has 
accessible doors, level 
entry into the shop and 
it is very spacious. Mace, 
a supermarket, is also 
accessible. The post 
office has a step, but 
they are very good at 
coming out and seeing to 
you. 

“The church I go to 
has steps but is 
accessible as they have 
built a ramp. I find most ae 
of them actually have ramps in Neen ee and are 
complying with the regulations. There is a church in Enniskillen 
that still does not have steps, but one time I was there and they 
lifted my wheelchair up the steps — they are very good like that.” 


Graham Findlay, Cardiff 


“Cardiff is the capital city of Wales and we haven’t got an access 
officer. The vast majority of leisure centres in Wales have got 
access problems. There are no disabled toilets or changing 
rooms. I know of a 16-year-old guy with learning difficulties who 
has to get changed in the female changing room. This is not just 
a disability issue, it’s a human rights issue. There has been some 
progress in terms of access to buildings in Cardiff, but I think 
leisure centres should be a priority.” 


work or sports capacity [as 


Agnes Reid, Stirling 
“Stirling’s one of the best places — most shops 
have a customer lift or let you use the goods 
lift, and supermarkets have wide aisles and 
disabled toilets. There are lowered kerbs and 
a disabled shopping day when you can bring 
your car into the precinct. Roads and 
pavements are bad —I have fallen over — but 
there are disabled public toilets. Hotels, bars, 
that sort of thing, are not so good with 
ramps or disabled toilets. The cinema is up a 
flight of steps too. But the Albert Hall, where we have shows, is on ground 
level and has a disabled toilet.” 
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lan Hayes, Omagh 


“Local banks will not allow 
us [with learning difficulties] 
to open a bank account. Iam 
chair of a self advocacy group 
and when we tried to open an 
account we were told we must 
show utility bills and and 
driving licences or passports, 
which we don’t have. I could 
not open an account today if 
I wanted to. Even if people 
have these things, they are 
given current accounts and 
credit cards, without proper 
advice, and are not able to 
pay banks back. 

“The council here is quite 


helpful [with advice], but not Chris Birch, Powys 


IRELAND 


when it comes to helping us “Powys is a very rural area and the lack of accessible 
5 S ” . . . . 
with voting. transport is a huge barrier to accessing services. If we can 
it4 . 
Generally, people are get to the shops, we can’t get in. 


starting to learn [about the 
DDA\. There is a large 
number of new stores 
coming that I think are ok 


“Some of the doctors’ surgeries are now accessible and 
an opticians, which cannot be made accessible, is now 
providing home visits. One bank has given a disabled 
customer a bleeper to alert a member of staff when they 


for disabled people, but it’s are outside. They think that’s a reasonable adjustment. I r 
the smaller businesses — they don’t. He’s doing his banking on the street. It’s going to 

say it will cost them too be a long struggle.” , 
much to change.” 


— 


Trevor Palmer, Newport 


“Access on Newport high street is pretty good but if the Disability Rights Commission’s 
mystery shoppers wanted to go to the toilet they might have had a problem. 

“There has been quite a change in the last few years and the council is upgrading 
facilities. There are still one or two of the banks that haven’t got induction loops or 
ramps and there are quite a few public houses that aren’t accessible. I can’t go to my 
local and I couldn’t get into the betting shop last time I tried.” 


d 
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Disability Discrimination Act 25 


y 


Alan Gray, Ayr Adam Thomas, Wendover, 


“Places are definitely gearing up for the act by Buckinghamshire 


putting in ramps and things but they aren’t 
making the same effort for visually impaired 
people. Local taxi firms have made sure their 
handle grips are contrasting colours — either 
yellow or bright orange — but I’ve not noticed 
that anywhere else. 

“Staff seem more disability aware in banks 
and restaurants, and in the supermarket they 
provide me with a helper. But there still aren’t 
large print menus. 

“There is audio description in the theatre, but 
not very regularly. And the council where I work 
has just put ina lift and it has good contrast on 
the stairs.” 


“First of all, the car park is not set 
out correctly and there are only two 
or three accessible bays. The 
accessible loo there is inaccessible 
because the loo is in the middle of the 
wall so you cannot put your 
wheelchair up either side. 

“Every shop I went into was aware 
of the new law coming in so the 
Disability Rights Commission must 
have done its job properly, but I was 
offered two excuses mainly. The first 
was that applications have been put in 


@ 
Inverness 
to make changes but that the council has been dragging its feet. The second 


Aberdeen@ : 
is that they are not allowed to make changes to their shops by their 
Theresa Bree, Dundee landlords. 
Pee “Td say that only 20 per cent of shops I have visited are accessible. None 
Beene of the clothes shops are. 

Dundee better but “The big thing is the post office — there’s actually a high step up to it and 
pop: and all the counters are inaccessible. I spoke to the sub postmaster who said the 
offices still council was being really slow. On the positive side, the library has gone from 
Sion being totally inaccessible to being totally accessible. They’ve had dropped 

curbs put in correctly; they have an electric door and all of the shelves have 
f_) access and not been lowered so I can reach every book. I spoke to somebody whose job it is 
® i lly d poiges : Tage eee 
Glasgow Edinburgh Bae to make sure all of the libraries in the area are totally DDA compliant. They 
icin ane: have been doing that for about 18 months — but I have been trying to use the 
They haven’t put in lifts and there Gicrcise. eouee . 
y for about ten years. 
doesn’t seem to be any help on 
a offer. New businesses are more 
See clued-up than the little local shops. : 
upon Type The ee station is the worst i Michael Jeewa, London 
culprit.” “J am director of the Asian People’s Disability 
Alliance, based in London, and I think things 
are moving. We have been distributing 
awareness-raising booklets for the Asian 
community, funded by the European Year of 
Disabled People. 
York “We are distributing them to businesses 
e@ like restaurant owners and shopkeepers in 
Leeds the Asian corporate sector. Attitudes have 
* changed greatly. 
Manchester “People are beginning to pay attention 
Liverpool because we say that this is something that is 
% ene going to be backed by legislation. Some of 
them have even asked us to help.” 
Derb @ : 
- Notunenam } 4 Anne Norris, Somerset 
“T don’t think it [October] has 
made any difference 
Bicmingham yet. The changes that have been 
@ made have come over the last five 
Cambridge or six years, with prompting from 
our group (Cheddar Valley Access 
Oxford Group). The Cheddar area has 
® done very well. The council’s 
awWansee Lond~n highways people have done so 
Cardiff @Bristol e many drop kerbs for us. Access 
Reading is not very good because it is that 
Dover sort of place. They can’t alter 
entrances to shops because they are 
too close to the road. I can’t get 
evater ge is into the chemist or the post office. 
tC) I also couldn’t get into the doctor’s 
surgery on my own because you have to push two doors open. We have a 
Plymouth scheme where the shops in Cheddar display a card with a wheelchair and a 
- smiley face. They will come outside and serve you. The things that aren’t very 
good are the pubs.” 
Sy Jessica Sutton, Southampton 


A 


Harry Prankard, Wrexham 


“Most shops have got steps and the nightclubs still have steps 
so any young disabled person is going to have difficulty getting 
in. Most also use their disabled toilet as a cloakroom or \ 
cleaning cupboard and in some restaurants there are so many mn 
chairs and tables you can’t get to the disabled toilet. The 
council has been making improvements such as dropping kerbs 


“I took part in Scope’s Free2Pee night. Some pubs and clubs 
have really good access, others don’t. It really is pot luck. 
As a student, you can never be spontaneous in planning 
nights out. We always seem to go to the same places, but at 
least then we know we’ll have a good evening. 

4 “Shops and restaurants that are part of big chains 

4 tend to be fine, and staff are helpful if you need it. 


ty 
of 


vay 


and putting tactile marking on pavements but in some cases —— sa Smaller places can be an absolute nightmare for my 
Lo : 5 

they have put tactile marking on one side of the road and not ei = electric wheelchair, and corner shops are an absolute 

on the other.” bh = \} no-no.” 
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Cloud Cuckoo Land 

Sas os 
© @ ee 

(“andy Kenyon (Steve 

“a, Varden) is a young man 
VU, ith cerebral palsy. His 
mother was killed in a hang- 
sliding accident, and he has 


‘n brought up by his 
lfather, Victor (Derek 


Jacobi), a former Spitfire pilot. 


= ; 
iogethne! 


weekends searching for plane 


they spend their 


Es 
WICCKS. 


Sandy dreams that one day 
he, too, will fly. He also 


‘reams he will get a job anda 
oirlfriend and make the 


transition into the adult world. 
| (This is a kind of disability 


Theatre x 


Bent 


ood 


raeae’s production of 
65 Martin Sherman’s Bent 

examines the horrors of 
war and the demonisation of 
people that so often goes along 
with it. In this performance, 
Graeae have taken inclusive 
theatre to a new level with 
seamless performances by both 
hearing and hearing impaired 
performers in each leading role 
(the hearing actor plays the 
character’s voice, while the 
hearing impaired one plays the 
body for each part). 

The horror unfolds as we 


rites-of-passage movie). 

When Sandy finds out that 
a Canadian multi-millionaire 
is willing to pay £50,000 to 
anyone who can find the wreck 
of a plane he crashed during 
the war in the Lake District, he 
sees a way to achieve his 
dreams. He leaves his care 
home and sets out alone to 
seek the crashed plane. 

There he finds things tough 
going, but falls in with a group 
of new age travellers and meets 
Lucy (Boo Pearce), who is 
initially frightened of his 
disability but warms to Sandy 
as she gets to know him. 

Varden, a former 
Paralympic athlete and hang- 
glider pilot, and a new face on 
the disability acting scene, is 
the film’s big strength, and the 


PATRICK BALDWIN 


Bleak outlook: Milton Lopes 


are shown a train where Max 
(David Ellington/Milton Lopes 
and Rudy (Neil Fox/Mark 
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core metaphor of disability 
and flying is an interesting one. 
But the film could have done 
with another script rewrite. 
Problems are solved too easily 


Smith) are destined for the gas 
chambers. Rudy is resilient but 
knows that ultimately they are 
doomed. Max feels that by 
denying his sexuality he will 
have more chance of survival, as 
gay men are seen as the lowest 
of the low. 

The play’s action shifts to 
the camp where Max 
encounters Horst (Mark 
Smith/Donal Toolan), a gay 
man who does not hide, but 
wants to celebrate his identity. 
The victims are made to 
perform banal tasks like 
dragging heavy rocks from one 
side of the camp to the other. 

Yet this also offers a means 
of escaping the gas chamber 
and enables Max to get to 
know Horst. 


What’s on @ 


Events 


e This year’s Xposure festival 
takes place at venues across 
London 1 to 27 November, 
with a programme featuring 
Graeae’s Bent (see above), and 
productions from Mind the 
Gap and dance company 
StopGap. There will also be 
appearances from 
Amphitheatre of the Arts 

(DN Oct), the Nasty Girls 
and Laurence Clark, as well as 
workshops and exhibitions. 
Many of these acts will 

also appear at DaDafest. 

Tel: 020 8340 5226, or see 
www.xposurefestival.com 


® Liverpool’s DaDafest 2004, 
coordinated by the North 
West Disability Arts Forum, 
runs from 24 November to 3 
December. This year’s event 
features theatre, comedy, exhi- 
bitions, workshops and a deaf 
culture day. It starts with a 
launch night and ends with a 
dinner and awards ceremony. 
Tel: 0151 707 1733 or see 
www.dadafest.org 


Finding his wings: Steve Varden as Sandy, who dreams of flying 


and the film contains a 
number of loose ends, as 
though sub-plots had been lost 
on the cutting-room floor. 


Allan Sutherland 


Bent is both an 
examination of the Nazi policy 
of exterminating so-called 
deviant elements and an 
exploration of love and 
tenderness in the face of 
unremitting hopelessness. 

To subvert a piece of Nazi 
phraseology, it is a triumph of 
the will. 

The bleakness of the setting 
and the denouement are more 
than made up for by the 
strength of Max and Horst’s 
assertions of their love and 
identities. Donal Toolan’s 
acting in particular evokes the 
possibility of hope. In this 
production director Jenny 
Sealey has created a world in 
which love truly conquers all. 


Mike Shamash 


e Clairvoyant Sharon Neill 
(DN, Dec 2003) is touring 
with her show Second Sight, 
in Leeds on 3 November, St 
Albans on 4 November and 
Kirkaldy on 5 November. 
www.sharonneill.com 


e The English National 
Opera, in collaboration with 
the RNID and Stagetext, now 
has permanent captioning 
facilities for deaf and hard of 
hearing people. Tel: 020 7632 
$300, or see www.eno.org. 
Also see www.stagetext.co.uk 


Film 

® Kevin Spacey stars in 
Beyond the Sea, a film that 
charts the life and loves of 
singer Bobby Darin, who lived 
with a heart condition for 37 
years. From 26 November 


© The Cinema Exhibitors’ 
Association has launched a 
cinema card that entitles a 
disabled person’s companion 
to a free cinema ticket. 

Tel: 0151 348 8020, see 
www.ceacard.co.uk or 
email: info@ceacard.co.uk 


rv 


BC1’s Children with a 
B Difference was so 

uplifting. Single mum 
Lucy has four adopted kids — 
all with Down’s — and joyful 
scenes were cleverly intercut 
with another woman, Claire, 
who was considering 
terminating her second 
pregnancy because of 
Down’s, and Lesley, 35,§ who 
works as an admin assistant 
and now has her own flat. 

C4’s documentary My 
Crazy Parents made me 
wonder just how many young 
people like Jady, Lucy and 
Martin are caring for a parent 
with a mental health problem. 

We’ve had another 
successful Paralympics and 
Part III of the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA) is 
finally in place, yet the 
otherwise sensible John 
Stapleton still described 
Tanni Grey-Thompson as 
“wheelchair bound” on 
ITV1’s My Favourite 
Hymns, despite Tanni saying 
she didn’t consider herself to 
be disabled and that she 
regarded her wheelchair as 
empowering. Similarly, ITV 
News described the DDA as 
legislation to protect “The 
Disabled”. Language please. 

This Is My Family (BBC2) 
was an absorbing series 
covering learning disability, 
the effects of stroke and 
schizophrenia. All the families 
featured were amazing, 
including the Woods, who 
had six adopted kids, five 
with learning difficulties. 

BBC1’s new drama A 
Thing Called Love features 
the wonderful Paul Henshall 
(who has cp) as Michael, who 
wants to celebrate his 18th 
birthday by losing his 
virginity. The series tackles the 
sex-disability taboo head-on 
with humour and sensitivity. 
“T’ve had nothing,” Michael 
tells his brother, “except what 
I can provide myself”. The 
series was even congratulated 
by someone with cp on 
BBC1’s Points of View. 

ITV1’s Dirty Filthy Love 
was billed as a “comedy- 
drama” but I wasn’t laughing 
as the main character (with 
Obsessive Compulsive 
Disorder and Tourette’s) loses 
his job and his girlfriend 
because of his condition. 
Interestingly, C4’s What Made 
Mozart Tic? explored the 
theory that the composer’s 
work may have been fuelled 
by these conditions toc. 


Jane Shepherd 


OOOH excellent 
O©O9 verygood Sdgood 


OK poor 


Let's talk about sex 


One of the last big taboos is tackled in the new BBC1 drama A Thing p 
Called Love. Nuala Calvi talks to the show's disabled star, Paul Henshall, 4 
about love, lust and getting fruity in the back of a green transit van 


eigning drunkenness, 

being smuggled out of a 

toilet window and 

spending ten minutes in 
the back of a car with 
someone you've just met on a 
kinky website is not most 
people’s experience of losing 
their virginity. 

But for disabled actor Paul 
Henshall, who plays the brother 
of TV heart-throb Paul 
Nicholls (Gary) in hit BBC1 
drama A Thing Called Love, it 
was a storyline that made sense. 

“Michael is forced into that 
situation by the attitudes of his 
parents and the people around 
him. I think sometimes people 
forget disabled people are just 
people and have the same 
feelings and needs as anybody 
else,” he says. “My parents 
were nowhere near as bad as 
Michael’s, but I do know, 
having disabled friends, that 
the overprotective thing is very 
much a feature in some families 
with disabled children.” 

The series, which takes a 
ook at love and sex from the 
derspective of six different 
characters, follows Michael’s 
attempts to “get his leg over” 
on his eighteenth birthday. It 
reveals not just the negative 
attitudes of friends and family 
which he has to overcome to 
ulfil his quest, but also the 
sracticalities of doing so, as 
someone with cerebral palsy. 

“lve never gone down the 
‘oad of using the internet to 
meet people myself, but I know 
seople who do and it’s 
inderstandable,” says 
Henshall. “It can take disabled 
seople longer to find 
elationships — a lot of them 
don’t have the ability to get out 
and about because they don’t 
ave mobility or can’t drive. 

“And at school, you’re just 
siven the standard sex 
sducation but sex for disabled 
deople isn’t touched on. People 
should be told how they might 
se able to ‘do it’.” 

In one scene, Michael 
insettles his brother, Gary, with 
alk about frames and other 
sontraptions he has read about 
on the internet which enable 
lisabled people to have sex. 

It proved to be one of 
Henshall’s favourite moments. 
‘Michael is in the shower and 
hey’ re talking about Gary 
1aving found out about the 
slan to meet this girl from the 
nternet. Michael enjoys 


Love machine: Van where Paul’s character Michael loses his virginity 


winding his brother up for 
being so shocked. 

“Gary says: ‘it’s not funny’ 
and Michael says: ‘I know. I 
know more than you’. That 
was the most important line for 
me. It is Michael saying, ‘don’t 
BS ee RE 


‘The over-protective 
thing is very mucha 
feature in some families 
with disabled children’ 


teach me about my own 
situation!’ I can’t think of any 
other writer who’s really hit on 
that before.” 

Henshall was also impressed 
with the way scriptwriter 


a, * > oA Ce ~ 


William Ivory (The Sins, 
Common as Muck) made 
Michael first and foremost a 
character, not an “issue”, and 
managed to give him universal 
appeal by injecting humour 
into his situation. 

It’s hard not to giggle as 
Michael and his friend swap 
shoes and trousers to fool his 
dad that it is Michael throwing 
up in the toilet cubicle while in 
fact he is busy getting his end 
away in the car park. 

“It chimes with people 
because we’ve all been there. 
Michaels’s just a lad, like Gary 
is. Often disabled people are 
portrayed as if they are 
constantly in deep angst about 


things. We all 
get down but we 
don’t all live in a 
kind of traumatic 
existence.” 

One thing that a 
did annoy Henshall, 
however, was that \ 
both Michael’s 
girlfriends are disabled. 
“Tt didn’t offend me 
when I read the script, 
but it did occur to me 
afterwards, why are 
Michael’s partners 
both disabled? A 
lot of people 
assume if you’re 
disabled you’ll 
automatically have 
a disabled 
girlfriend.” 

In real life, the 
26-year-old 
graduate of Manchester 
Metropolitan School of 
Theatre is going out with a 
disabled woman. He has also 
experienced some of his 
character’s frustrations. 

“T had one or two girlfriends 
when I was younger, but when 
you’re disabled everything takes 
longer. When you’re growing 
up, you go through everything 
everybody else does, and at the 


same time 


}4 you’re trying to accept your 
disability, issues about 


confidence and self-worth and 
discrimination. 

“There should be more 
help and advice out there for 
young disabled people facing 
these things, but it’s a big 
taboo which just doesn’t get 
talked about. And it should — 
sex is the most important 
part of life.” 
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UNIQUE ANTI SPASM CONTROL ENSURES SAFE AND GENTLE 
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Can also be used as active trainer using your own muscle power. Handset operates at variable speeds and 
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Designed specifically for M.S. and C.P. patients and used extensively Worldwide 
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* paralysis (paraplegia and 


tetraplegia) 
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28 My job 


Ghost town 


As Halloween nears, DN hears from Lorraine Bugler, a 
ghost walker who introduces people to the dark — but 
accessible — underbelly of haunted Cardiff 


=F™"here were a few things 

§ that made me decide to 

5 start ghost walks. One 

reason is that I am what 
is called “sensitive”. 

I was aware of being 
sensitive to the paranormal 
from a young age. When I was 
a child and the phone would 
ring I used to know who it was. 

And when I was in my aunt’s 
house I was able to describe the 
layout of a room as it was when 
it belonged to my late maternal 
grandmother. 

Also, I have been in places 
where although I cannot see 
things, I can sense that people 
came to a nasty end there. 

On the ghost walk this 
mainly happens at the first 
place we visit. It’s called 
Womanby Street, which is 
opposite the castle, and it’s one 
of the oldest streets in Cardiff, 
dating back to the 12th century. 

No one knows what the 
story is, but there are so many 
sightings in the area. 

There’s a particular building 
there that a man used to walk 
past. He didn’t like it at all. He 
felt the temperature drop as he 


passed it and he felt there was 
somebody looking at him. 

This man told his friend, 
who decided to break into the 
building and then jump out at 
him for a joke. But when he 
went to the door, it opened of 
its own accord and he felt as 
though he was being pulled in. 
He ran out genuinely terrified. 

The walk we do came about 
because my husband and I 
wanted to go on a ghost walk 
SENS LEST 
‘| stand to give talks but 
move from place to 
place in the wheelchair. 

At first some people 
thought that we were using 
it as a gimmick’ 


in Cardiff. Unfortunately the 
person who ran the walk 
insisted on group bookings, 
and I didn’t know that many 
people in Cardiff. It seemed as 
if we’d miss out. 

Then I literally woke up one 
morning in April and said to 
my husband: “It’s got to be 
done — let’s do our own tour.” 
I’m really impulsive like that; 


most of my decisions in life 
have been made that way. 

You couldn’t earn a living 
from running ghost walks — I 
also do secretarial work and I 
am a qualified masseuse, 
although that is getting harder 
to do now. 

We didn’t know anything 
when we started. We researched 
everywhere: word of mouth, 
books, the internet. Most of 
our information was found in 
the library. 

And we don’t only talk about 
the ghostly side of Cardiff. We 
also talk about the grisly side 
that you wouldn’t normally 
hear about on ghost tours, such 
as murders, executions and the 
plagues that hit Cardiff many 
years ago. We also do a whistle- 
stop tour of statues. 

The biggest headache during 
preparation of our walk was 
getting permission. It seemed 
like we had to seek permission 
from most of South Wales: the 
council, pub owners, theatre 
owners, the custodian of 
Cardiff Council — basically 
anyone who would be talked 
about during the tour. But by 


A little rest before the next game. The 
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That’s the spirit: Lorraine outside the Owain Glyndwr — its upstair 
accommodation is haunted by a dark presence 


June everything had been done. 

Our leaflet shows we are 
wheelchair friendly. We 
deliberately designed the tour 
so everybody could get around. 

I was diagnosed with 
multiple sclerosis at the end of 
2001, so I use my wheelchair 
during the tour. 

I stand to give talks but move 
from place to place in the chair. 
At first some people thought 
that we were using it as a 
gimmick and got a bit huffy. 

My husband and I had 
already had a debate about 
whether we should mention 
why the wheelchair was being 
used. I didn’t think it was 
anyone’s business, but now, to 
avoid any confusion, I tell 
people why at the start of the 
tour, although I feel it is sad 
that we have to say anything 
about it at all. 

After saying that, the people 
who come on the tours are 
usually very good. The only 
problems we experience are 
from outsiders. If somebody 
was thinking about setting up a 
tour in their area, they have to 
be aware that there are idiots 
who enjoy shouting things. 

But it’s the ghosts that are 
scarier. 

There is the Owain Glyndwr 
pub in the centre of Cardiff, 
which used to be called the 
Malby Arms and has been 
there since 1431. In the upstairs 
accommodation there is a 
ghost that has a nasty habit of 
pushing you in the back. One 
night, while a worker was in 


bed there, out of the corner of 
his eye he saw something black 
appearing over the door. He lef 
the next day and apparently 
has never been back. I don’t 
blame him. 

My favourite ghosts are in 
Cardiff’s New Theatre. The 
first one is a little white 
butterfly that inexplicably 
appears between 6 and 9 
January every year. The others 
are the two grey ladies. 

The older of these ladies 
apparently died during a 
performance. The younger, 
meanwhile, fell in love with a 
play’s lead actor many years 
ago, but he never noticed her. 
On the final night of the play 
she hired a box and leaned out 
further and further to let him 
know of her feelings until she 
fell and broke her neck. 

In the 1980s a workman on 
the lights slipped, but as he fell. 
a ghostly hand came out of the 
darkness and saved him. 

I love the romance of it all. 


Booking a tour 


Mr and Mrs Grim’s ghost 
tours run every Wednesday 
and Saturday evening from 
June until the end of 
September, starting outside 

the castle gates at 8pm, and 
during the rest of year by 
booking. There is a Halloween 
special on 31 October. Adult 
tickets are £6 and children’s 

are £3. Carers go free. Phone 
Mr Grim on 07960 863 735 for 
more details. 
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he Communication 

Matters conference 

moved to Leicester 

University this year in 
order to accommodate the 
increasing number of delegates 
who wish to attend. It’s the 
largest display of assistive 
technology covering spoken 
and written communication 
equipment and environmental 
controls in the UK. 

Giant leaps in assistive 
technology are no longer the 
annual event they were in the 
early years of the conference, 
but each year new features are 
added, equipment becomes 
smaller, better designed and, 
relatively speaking, cheaper. 

Say-it! SAM (above), was 
first shown last year but it now 
has the software that makes it 
work as a communication aid. 
Based on the HP iPAQ 5450, it 
is very light and hand-held. 
This pictorial and text-based 
communication aid also offers 
games, calculator, music, diary, 
address book, photograph 
album, Pocket Excel and Word. 
Speech can be either 


POLICYREVIEW 


|_Magazine | 


Thursday 18th November 2004 
IBIS Earls Court, London SW6 


Following the roll out of Sure Start and 

with the Children's Bill under consideration, 
the emphasis is now on the organisations 
involved in providing services to children with 
disabilities to deliver the quality services that 
these vulnerable children deserve 

The responsibility is now with those 
professionals working in health, education, 
and commerce to communicate and 
implement a joined-up strategy to ensure 
that the needs of children with disabilities 
and learning difficulties are met. 


Government policy is urging service 
providers fo consider whether joint funding 
and commissioning would enable them to 
provide more integrated services for children 
with disabilities and their families. Services 
also need to consider re-training staff, 
recruitment and the recommended 
adjustments to facilities as suggested in the 
Disability Discrimination Act (New Provisions 
for 2004) 


This conference will explore these issues 
further, share experiences of good practice, 
and ensure delegates are informed of new 
policy on accessibility, information sharing 
and research based on responses from 
parents and children. 


For further information please contact: 
Sarah Harbi 
on 020 7324 4372 or e-mail 


sarah. harbi@neilstewortassociates.co.uk 


Smaller, better 


and cheaper 


Janet Larcher reports on advances in 
assistive technology from last month’s 
Communication Matters conference 


synthesised or digitised. It 
comes with 6,500 Mayer- 
Johnson PCS symbols and pre- 
made vocabularies — Ingfield, 
Chailey and CALLtalk — are 
available. The text interface has 
fully customisable phrase lists, 
abbreviation, pronunciation, 
and a dictionary, and you can 
import your own symbols, 
photos and voice files. 
Basic bundle £1,990, Possum 
Controls, www.possum.co.uk 
MightyMo and MiniMo are 
two new communication aids 
from Dynavox Systems. They 
are the up-to-date replacements 
for the Dynamo with a full 
colour screen, 100 minutes of 
recordable speech, batteries 
which can be changed while out 
and about, the ability to import 
pictures, zoom options and 
USB printing facilities. They 
look like the DV4 and MT4, 
both launched last year, and are 
the same size but weigh in at 
2.5 and 1.5kg respectively. 
MightyMo £2,095 
MiniMo £2,395 
Dynavox Systems 
www.dynavox.co.uk 


Seamless Services 


for Children 
with Disabilities 


Improving Access, Integration and Quality 


Keynote Speaker: 

Lord Geoffrey Filkin CBE 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, 
Department for Education and Skills (DfES) 


Speakers Include: 

Bryony Beresford 

Senior Research Fellow, 

Social Policy Research Unit, University of 
York 


Debbie Ladds 
Director of Children's Services, Whizz-Kidz 


David Miller 

Project Manager - 

Services to Disabled Children and their 
Families, NSPCC 


Hilal Barwany 

Acting Project Manager, 
Leicester Children's Federation, 
Leicester City Council 


Official Publication 
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TO REGISTER ONLINE VISIT: 
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The Chatbox 40 (below), 
with its brightly coloured case, 
will be popular with younger 
communication aid users. It 
has 30 minutes of recordable 
speech and can be set up with 
ten large or 40 smaller keys. 
There are ten levels of messages 
available with the ability to 
move from level to level with 
thee arrow keys. A two line 
LCD display provides a text 
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display of the digitised 
messages. It will be a useful 
addition to the entry level 
Springboard device. 
£790-£950 depending on spec 
Prentke Romich International, 
www.prentromint.com, 
tel: 01733 370470 

Games that can be played by 
switch users are difficult to find 
so a new collection with 
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disabilitynow’s 
comprehensive holiday coverage 
begins in the January 2005 issue 


So, if you want 60,000 readers to see what your 
company can offer, or the benefits of staying in your 
accommodation, call Richard or Patrick now! 


Final booking deadline: 30th November 2004. 


conventional titles — 
Minesweeper, Sea Battle, 
Chess, Solitaire, Othello 
and Four-in-a-Row — will 
be popular with both 
adults and children. 
£60 each, Sensory Software 
International 
www.sensorysoftware.com 
The CALL Centre has 
published two new books, 
Speech recognition in schools: 
Using NaturallySpeaking and 
Speech recognition in schools: 
Using ViaVoice, designed to 
help teachers and parents teach 
young people with special 
educational needs to use a 


speech recognition programme. 


Speech recognition has been 
presented as the latest 
“panacea” for people with 
dyslexia and other writing 
difficulties. Some students have 
used speech recognition 
systems successfully for their 
work and for exams. However, 
there have been other students 
in other schools who have not 
found speech recognition 


useful. These books should 


saat 


eMail. 


Tel: 020 7619 7336 Tel: 020 7619 7320 
email: richard.gresham@scope.org.uk —_ email: patrick.durhammatthews@scope.org.uk 
Fax: 020 7619 7331 


New kit: The MiniMo (top) | 
and MightyMo from Dynavox | 
systems and (bottom) SSI’s | 
Sea Battle for switch users 


help to make clearer the steps 
necessary for success. 
£12+£2 p@p, The CALL 
Centre, ISBN 1 898042 225 & 
233 callcentre.education.ed.ac.uk, 

QED have now taken over 
many of the products and 
services which have previously 
been delivered by Easiaids — the 
husband and wife team who 
ran this company have retired 
to gad around the world. Other 
new products on their display 
included two communication 
aids SuperTalker and VoicePal 
Levels and a new page turner 
which can enable someone to 
read a book regardless of their 
position, hence its title, 
Readable Page Turner. 
SuperTalker 16 mins £250; 
8 mins £125, Voicepal levels 
£365, Page Turner £2,975 
OED (Quest Educational 
Designs), www.gedltd.com 

Of the other updates worth 
noting, Toby Churchill has a 
new range of speech 
synthesisers in their $L35 range. 
Toby Churchill, 
www.toby-churchill.com 

The new Tellus 3 from 
Techcess has a larger screen 
and offers the new Ingefield 
Express vocabularies. 
Techcess, www.techcess.co.uk 

The VIP software from 
Liberator is now finished 
and is presented in a 
variety of formats. 
Liberator, www.liberator.co.uk 
© Dr Janet Larcher is an 
independent consultant on 
assistive technology 
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‘Because | love them both’ 


Inthe first of a short series about younger 
carers, 15-year-old Becky Slater explains 
what drives her to find the time and energy 


‘to care for her older sister and mum 


y name is Becky 
Slater and lam 15 
years old. I live in 
Penshaw near 
Sunderland and attend 
| Biddick school sports college in 
| Washington. I am in my final 
| year, studying for my GCSEs. 
: I have been caring since I 
» was little, helping my mam, 
Lynne, and dad, John, with my 
: 19-year-old sister Nicola, who 
) has cerebral palsy. 

When I was younger I always 
| knew Nicola needed extra care 
| but I never questioned why she 
» was different to me. As I grew 

_ older, I became more aware of 
her disability. The cerebral 
) palsy affects her walking, 
\ speech, learning and her 
| coordination. 
| When we go out shopping 
Nicola uses her wheelchair 
| because of her legs and 
) balancing problems. Every 
| Saturday my mam, Nicola and 
| I would go out girly shopping 
) to Newcastle. But all this 
, changed about six years ago 
| when my mam was diagnosed 
) with multiple sclerosis. 
At first mam was ok; she 
_ always said that the MS would 
never affect her. Unfortunately 


like what 
you read? 


then point your browser at 
www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


for full archives running 
back to 1997 


including the Carer’s and 
Parent’s Voice archive 


April: Kerry Evans’ 
quest to find a 


home for her two 
autistic boys 


s June: Jackie 
> Griffiths on what to 
do when social 


~ July: Mum Lesley 
Mcintyre writes 
about the 
"_. life of her 
h daughter Molly 


the bestin print... 
..and now the best online 


needed the aid of a walking 
stick, then in July last year she 
began needing a wheelchair 
when we went out. Now that 
my mam is unwell, I am needed 
more to help care for Nicola. 

My caring role normally 
starts when I get up in the 
morning, when I help to get 
Nicola ready, especially on a 
day when my mam is not well, 
and then I get myself ready for 
school. My dad takes me and 
picks me up so I will have more 
time to do the caring. 

People always ask me how I 
do my caring role and my 
answer is always: “I just get on 
with it and I do it because 
I love them both.” 

School is very understanding 
about my situation and my 
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best friends Emma and Lucy at 
school both know that I can’t 
always go out. Even so, they 
always include me in their plans. 
Iam so lucky to have 
friends that understand my 
personal life. All my friends at 
school know that when I get 


‘| know my life is 
different to other 
teenagers my age but | 
wouldn’t change the fact 
that | am a young carer’ 


home my night will be hectic. 
As soon as I get in I help my 
dad with the tea and get 
Nicola bathed and do her hair. 
After all that I do my 
homework and then try to 


Treloar College 


outstanding Ofsted/ALI inspection and first 
specialist college to be granted Beacon Status 


Both Treloar School and Treloar College offer: 
e Education — for all abilities — in small classes 


¢ Therapy — occupational, speech & Language and physio 

e Independence training — personal and life skills 

¢ Opportunities — art, sport, music, drama, photography, social... 

e 24-hour — medical facilities 

¢ Specialist services — educational psychology, counselling, 
rehabilitation engineering 

¢ High quality care and FUN! 


With all this in one place, Treloar’s provides a complete package for 
residential and day students. For more information or to arrange a visit, 
call Helen Burton, our Admissions Officer, on 01420 547 425, 
or email her on admissions@treloar.org.uk 


Treloar Trust 
Upper Froyle 

Alton Hampshire 
GU34 4)X 
www.treloar.org.uk 


Tréloar’s 


Enabling Education 


Treloar School and College are supported by the Treloar Trust, registered charity number 1092857 
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spend some time with Nicola 
and my mam. Luckily, we all 
like the same TV soaps, so our 
relaxing time is great fun 
discussing the storylines. 

I try not to worry too much 
about the work that needs to be 
done when I arrive home. I 
know that my dad is at home 
with my mam and I ring home 
at lunchtime to make sure 
everything is OK. 

I wish Nicola and my mam 
were not disabled but they are, 
and I can’t change that. I know 
my life is different to other 
teenagers my age but I 
wouldn’t change the fact that I 
am a young carer. 

e The Princess Royal Trust for 
Carers offers support to young 
carers, www.youngcarers.net 


‘She’s my sister 
and my best 
friend’ — Nicola 


Nicola says: “Becky is a 
wonderful sister. She is kind 
and thoughtful and I am 
very lucky that she is always 
there when I need her. Becky 
is not only my sister, but is 
my best friend. She always 
does her best for me and 
looks after me and 

takes me out. 

“She helps me in the bath 
and does my hair, even 
though I am the big sister. 

“Thank you Becky for 
everything you do for me, 

I love you.” 


THE STANNAH POWERCHAIR 


chair 


Exclusive to Totally Active, the 


Stannah Powerchair rotates on the 
spot and negotiates sharp corners 
with ease, making it perfect inside 


even the smallest of homes. 


@ Adjustable arms and backrest 


® Seat height adjustment 


for total comfort at desk or table 
@ All products are fully guaranteed . 


and come with 365 days a year backup 


PLUS: WIDE RANGE OF OUTDOOR 


POWERCHAIRS & PORTABLE SCOOTERS 


CALL 0800 138 0764 


EXT. 108 


www.totallyactive.co.uk 


“Motability ™ es © 


TOTALLY =» 


Please send me a FREE brochure O Please call to arrange my free, no obligation home demonstration 0 


Name 


Address 


Postcode Tel. 


Totally Active, Dept 108, FREEPOST, NAT10869, 32 The Avenue, Andover, Hants SP10 3ZY 
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Showtime 


DN's experts were on hand at the last ever Independent Living 
Exhibition to be held in Wembley. Over the next three pages, they 
pick their highlights and offer their selections of the best in show 


Sue Clements reviews the latest mobility products 


E 


his was the last 
Independent Living show 
at Wembley before the 
exhibition hall is 
demolished to make way for the 
new football stadium. Hopefully, 
organisers will take the chance 
to improve access to both the 
show and pick-up points at the 
next venue; Alexandra Palace. 

I noticed some big names 
were absent from this show, but 
I still found new products. 

There are now several pieces 
of kit available to help you 
propel your wheelchair, but the 
Easy Wheel (below) is a new 
concept from Decon Wheel. It 
is a replacement propelling 
wheel with a gearing that 
halves the effort you need to 
move your wheelchair. Other 
devices need batteries but this 


Freedom, Independence & Reliability PowerchairS 


Pride Health Care 


|00's of nearly new machines in stock at prices to suit all pockets. 
Interest free credit available on selected models, subject to status. 


for further help and advice 


is purely mechanical and adds 
only 3kg to the overall weight 
of the chair. It is also easily 
detachable. A visitor to the 
stand was very taken with the 
idea because she said it would 
relieve the strain on her 
shoulders after 50 years of 
using a wheelchair. She also 
wanted something which 
would go into the boot of her 
car easily. 

Decon Wheel tel: (+46) 345 408 
80, www.decon.se (currently 
looking for a UK dealer) 

RMA Roma Medical had 
two new scooters on their 
stand which had an unusual 
feature — two footplates instead 
of the usual footboard. 

It will make the scooter 
lighter and possibly easier to 
handle, although keeping your 
feet on the footplates and 
transferring on and off could 
be more difficult. However, it 
may suit some people. 

RMA Roma Medical, 
tel: 01656 674488, 
www.romamedical.co.uk 

ECM was showing a large 
outdoor scooter called the 
Merlin. Designed in Germany, 


it has a range of 50 miles and 
only takes between six and 
seven hours to recharge. It is 
sturdy, contemporary looking, 
has a capacity of 35 stone and a 
maximum speed of 12mph. A 
mum was interested in the 
scooter for her son who needed 
outdoor mobility and weighed 
over 25 stone. 
tel: ECM (+49) 0 375 353 1834, 
www.ec-manufacture.com 
Another potential purchaser 
at the Keep Able stand was 
impressed with the Tornado 
powered wheelchair (above). He 
uses walking sticks outdoors 
and has a small indoor powered 
chair and an outdoor one. The 


° Up to 50 miles on one battery 


included. 


freephone 0800 0746834 


WWw.power-chairs.com 
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MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 


Powerchairs promise to you: 
¢ Part exchange welcome. 
° Free home assessments. 


¢ Free 12 months insurance on new 
models. 


° No VAT. 
° No Driving License required. 
* Finance available on request. 


° We stock machines that carry 
up to 39 stone weight limit. 


¢ Up to 8mph for road use. 


charge. 


° Automatic battery charge 


° All major credit cards 
accepted. 


res 


pdq’s PowerTrike (above) and the Power Products Vibragym (below 


front wheels of his current 
outdoor chair get in the way 
when he is manoeuvring in tight 
spaces. So he liked the mid- 
wheel drive of the Tornado 
because it steers well in tight 
spaces. The seat elevating 
mechanism will enable him to 
talk to his friends “at eye level” 
too. He is hoping one chair will 
meet all his needs. 


Est. 1982 


From £3,995, tel: 08705 20 21 
22, www.keepable.co.uk 

The PowerTrike from pdq is 
a motorised wheel that can be 
fitted to the front of any 
standard wheelchair, giving 
great scope for outdoor activity 
They can also supply 
mountain bike wheels and a 
double battery — the result of 
many requests. 
£1,995 including fittings, 
pdq International, 
tel: 0800 389 7506, 
www.pdq.mobility.com 

The show now attracts a 
wider range of fitness products 
Power Products were displaying 
the Vibragym. It looks like a 
step machine and was invented 
by Soviet scientists to help 
astronauts maintain their bone 
density and prevent muscle 
wastage after they had been in 
space. It vibrates muscles 
causing fibres to expand and 
contract very quickly. 
Vibragyms are already available 
in certain fitness centres across 
the country and people with 
various disabilities have been 
finding them beneficial. On the 
stand it was being tested by 
someone who had a stiff 
shoulder and fixed arm 
position. After instruction and 
a short trial, he said he had 
increased mobility in his arm 
and told me he was keen to fin¢ 
his nearest gym. 
£3,950, Power Products, 
www.bettervibrations.com, 
tel: 020 7286 7727 
© Sue Clements is a senior 
adviser at the Disabled 
Living Foundation. 
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saw a good range of 
suppliers, manufacturers, 
public agencies and 
voluntary organisations at 
‘Independent Living this year. 
‘Martial arts sessions, 
relaxation and cookery demos 
added value to the usual mix of 
exhibitors, but anyone feeling 
peckish after the cooking was 
in for a shock: £2.50 for a 
warm bottle of Diet Coke and 
three jaffa cakes from the food 
stands was just not acceptable. 
Happily, better value could 


authoritative Ricability guides 
were on display. Ricability is an 
independent charity publishing 
unbiased information on 
products and services for older 
and disabled people. This series 
covers equipment useful for 
parents with disabilities, 
researched by disabled parents 
themselves. Titles include High 
Chairs and Baby Carriers. A 
full list of free Ricability guides 
can be obtained from the 
numbers below. 

Ricability, tel: 020 7427 2460, 


disaster. 


ving alds 
or cold water straight into 
your cup. 
£39.99, or you can rent it for 
£29.99 for an initial 6 months 
and £12 extends the rental 
period for another 12 months. 
Repairs or replacement free 
under rental option. 
Drinkmaster, tel 0800 373 515, 
www.drinkmaster.co.uR 
Homecraft AbilityOne have 
made some changes to their 
Free-Lax (pictured left) 
constipation relieving device. 
Looking something like those 


ESP Plastics’ ADL Enabler (/e/t) offers facilities for washing, dining and writing; (right) the Stagetext captioner in action and (below right) the tabletop Drinkmate 


Mary Queally on independent 


and develop the section 
further. Topics include 
health, benefits and travel. 


www.direct.gov.uk/disability “ 


rs 


A night at the theatre is 
being made more accessible 
by the work of charity 
Stagetext. They deliver 
captioned performances at 
an increasing number of 
theatres across the country. 
A captioner produces live 
text on a display unit within 
or by the stage, including 
speech, sound effects and 
offstage noises. 

Forthcoming 
performances include those 
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‘be found with the exhibitors. text 020 7427 2469, shiatsu massagers popular a at the Theatre Royal, York, 
~ NRS were showing their www.ricability.org.uk few years ago, this belt-like Theatr Clwyd in Wales and Stagetext, 

Magiplug, an emerald green ESP Plastics has 2 pack wraps around the waist, various West End shows. enquiries@stagetext.co.uk (free 
domed bath plug. It changes further refined ge with the user in a sitting Full performance details mailing list), tel: 020 8903 5566, 


colour when the water gets 


their recently 


position. Two 


from the website below. www.stagetext.co.uk 


beyond 36 degrees C, but the launched ADL paddles knead the Booking is via individual e Mary Oueally is a senior 
clever feature is the sprung Enabler, abdomen, initially theatre box offices as usual. occupational therapist. 
valve — the bath fills as normal which they for a 20-minute 


until the weight of the water 
triggers it. When the valve 
opens, water flows down the 
plughole until the weight of 
water goes down enough to 
allow it to close again. Your 
bath stays at a constant depth 
(in my standard bath this is just 
under the overflow outlet) with 
no risk of floods. You can 
either sit it directly over the 
plughole, or secure it with the 
existing chain. 
£4.99, NRS, tel: 0845 120 4522, 
www.nrs-uk.co.uk 

Mountway have added 
BioCote protection to their 
popular Neptune Bathlift at no 
extra price. An antimicrobial 
treatment, BioCote was 
originally added to reduce the 
incidence of black mould that 
can appear on products stored 


describe as a bedside 
recovery table. The multi- 
functional unit includes a 
washing and grooming area, 
dining table and a leisure space 
with a writing slope. It comes 
on castors and height adjusts, 
so it can be used throughout 
the house. It is suitable for left 
or right handed users. 
From £460, ESP Plastics, 
tel: 01388 765 400, 
www.esp-plastics.co.uk 
Drinkmate is a tabletop hot 
water dispenser from 
Drinkmaster. Looking like a 
miniature office water cooler, 
the water bottle is filled from 
the tap and holds water for 
around 20 drinks. The mains 
powered unit keeps water hot 
(not boiling) and dispenses hot 


session a day. This 
drug free, non-invasive 
treatment costs £303. 
Contraindications are clearly 
noted and include recent 
abdominal surgery. 
Homecraft AbilityOne, 
tel: 01623 754 047, 
www.homecraftabilityone.com 
Meanwhile Coloplast were 
showing their SpeediCath 
Compact Catheter. Designed for 
women, this single use catheter 
is individually packed in saline 
and ready for immediate use. 
About the same size as a slim- 
line lipstick or small mascara 
tube, its all-in-one design is 
discreet and convenient. 
SpeediCath Compact has been 
available on prescription since 
the beginning of September. 
Coloplast, tel: 01733 392 000, 


Take the weight off your legs with 


The Mangar 


Leg Sup 


Need assistance to rise from 
your favourite chair? Try 


i 
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BOTH powered by the 
Mangar Airflo 
power source 
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in warm, moist environments. www.coloplast.co.uk A Na aT C€ 
Mountway have licensed the The range of Internet ove W458 TU | 
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Mountway products in time. 
Mountway, tel: 01495 723300, 
www.mountway.co.uk 

New additions to the 


site has a specific disabled 
people and carers section and 
the government is keen to have 
user feedback to help refine 


Contact:Sales Dept. Mangar International, Presteigne, 
Powys, Wales, U.K.LD8 2UF. 


email: sales@mangar.co.uk website: www.mangar.co.uk 


Tel: (01544) 267674 Fax: (01544) 260287 
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The unique and versatile Dragon from Dan Everard (above left) and Nottingham Rehab’s Flip2sit secured in an ordinary chair (right) 


Jo Bax profiles new equipment for kids 


here were fewer new 

things for children at the 

Independent Living show 

than at Naidex earlier in 
the year, but several products 
caught my eye. 

Rainbow Rehab has intro- 
duced a new buggy called the 
ITO. It is lightweight, with 
“urban” styling that gives it a 
lot of street cred. It has 
adjustable seat depth, an 
extendable backrest, head sup- 
port and thoracic support 
allowing it to grow with the 
child. The tilt-in-space facility 
comes as standard and there is 
a wide range of accessories 


available. Also from Rainbow 
Rehab is the New BUG, a seat- 
ing system that can be attached 
to four different bases, meaning 
it can be used indoors as a feed- 
ing chair or outdoors on a three 
or four-wheeled base. The seat 
has a tilt-in-space facility as 
well as an adjustable backrest. 
ITO from £800, New BUG 
from £1,200, tel: 0151 346 1414, 
www.rainbow-rehab.co.uk 
Dragon, from Dan Everard, 
is a new powered chair, com- 
pact and manoeuvrable, usable 
at home and at school. The 
controller is unique and can be 
programmed to the individual’s 


needs. Seating is again custom- 
made and the elevator takes the 
seat right down to floor level or 
high enough to be noticed in a 
crowd. This is a very versatile 
powered chair and I think it 
will prove extremely popular. 
From £8,800, tel: 01223 844280, 
www.dragonmobility.com, 
email: info@daneverard.co.uk 
Nottingham Rehab revealed 
the new Flip2sit, a simple posi- 
tioning product for young chil- 
dren who need support when 
sitting. It can be secured to an 
adult chair, providing stable sit- 
ting posture for table height 
activities, or flipped over to 


Good health demands that everyone should stand up, 
preventing bladder problems and assisting with better 
circulation, digestion, bone development and pressure 
management. The versatile Genie also assists carers by 
alleviating unnecessary lifting. 


NOW 


UCCESSFU 


y 


CRASH TESTED 


aot: 


teen ei aes eae 


The Genie - Ingenious! 


easycare 


Further information from 

Easy Care Products Limited. 

Park Lane, Old Park, Telford, TF3 4TE. 
Fax: 01952 616588 
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become a floor-level position- 
ing aid for play. 

Nottingham Rehab was also 
showing the Kidsert, a simple, 
lightweight cushion that pro- 
vides extra seating and postural 
support for young children in 
buggies or high chairs. Its con- 
toured seat and backrest reduce 
slouching. It also has a water 
repellent covering. 

Flip2sit £69.99, Kidsert £29.99, 
tel: 0845 120 4522, 
www.nrs-uk.co.uk 

The Farm Sounds and 
Aromas Panel from Rompa 
(below right) is a tactile, noisy, 
visual panel with provision to 
add three aromas. Certainly the 
children playing with it were 
captivated by the sounds and I 
think the aromas are an excel- 
lent idea (although I’m not sure 
what aromas one would add!). 

Rompa also had the Flip 
Box, where the back is flipped 
to produce a sound. Each box 
has a different picture and pro- 
duces a different sound. And 
there was the Big Blue Piano, a 
colourful keyboard with ten 
chunky keys, which can play 
both tunes and notes at the 
touch of a button. Again, this 
was very popular with the chil- 
dren at the stand. 

For outside, Rompa had an 
array of new musical 
products. These are all on 


wheeled bases so can be moved 
easily when it rains. They 
include a chunky xylophone 
(above) with chimes and sym- 
bols made from treated wood. 
Farm Sounds and Aromas 
Panel £599, Flip Box £164.95, 
Big Blue Piano £599, musical 
products from £229, 
tel: 0845 230 1177, 
www.rompa.com, 
email: sales@rompa.com. 
Jo Bax is a superintendent 
paediatric physio- 
therapist. 


National Rail 


Britain's train companies working together 


Get your National Rail Map for People with Mobility 
Difficulties* which has on it all the railway stations in 
Britain, showing useful information such as where 
you can get onto all platforms without having to use 
any steps. Email disability@atoc.org or write to PRM 
Map, Disability and Inclusion, 3rd floor, 40 Bernard 
Street, London WC1IN 1BY. Don’t forget to write your 
name and full postal address so that we can send you 
your map. Visit www.nationalrail.co.uk for more 


information about trains. 
*Subject to availability 


35 


ou find the/ti 


A fully accessible compact car 
Options for up to 4 seats ch ia 
Easy to drive & easy to park Fiat Doblo Liberty X 
Stylish & dignified transportation —-/eelchair e 
Amazingly low running costs 

Superb value for money 


Nair aCcessi ble estate 


_ Price 


Vauxhall Agila Liberty Petrol or diesel options 3 
Our aim a Jubilee has always been to offer 


Wheelchair accessible compact car Up to 61” of head-room 
the best engineered products and the very 


£9 995 Agate The Se ’ a é best value for money.” 


Best value in the UK 


as standard 


SEAT Alhambra Liberty The ultimate accessible MPV 


; : Spacious and stylish 
Wheelchair accessible luxury MPV SRaSTOUS stylis n 
Lifts, ramps or low floor 


eA 9795 True luxury motoring 


Elegant & practical 


5 seats as standard 
Beautifully engineered 


Elegant and discreet 


Volkswagen Ne ow C 
; Wheelchair accessible luxury MPV 
Drives superbly ae " it is widely recognized in the industry that Jubilee | 
Diesel & automatic options i 8 Y e) supply the highest quality accessible vehicles at 
No compromise - true luxury the most reasonable prices. ” 


The biggest choice o 


Low mileage Used Accessible Vehicles a 

Ford Combis Ford Galaxys 

Renault Kangoos RenaultEspaces 

Suzuki Wagon Libertys Vauxhall Agilas 

Renault Trafics Citroen Berlingos 

Volkswagen Cruisers Volkswagen Caravelles 

Toyota Hi Aces Mercedes V Class 

Nissan Vannettes Citroen Dispatches 

Fiat Ulysse Libertys Fiat Doblos 

Peugeot Experts Renault Extras “We have a huge choice of low mileage, high quality pre 


Volkswagen Sharans Chrysler Voyagers sel owned adapted mobility vehicles on site a Jubilee, ready to go. | 
. x : ut 
Plus | ots, | ots more.. Please give us a call or check out our web-site for full details.. 


Up to 60” of rear head-room 
Automatic gear-box option Low floo 


4 seats come as standard 
Option for diesel automatic 


Truly stylish and discreet 
Amazing value for money 


5 seats come as standard 


Mercedes Vaneo EIDerty= Ce eieane atapiations 


The most stylish Kangoo ever 
Wheelchair accessible luxury MPV ‘ : 


£13995 


"At Jubilee, we don't accept that there is a need to compromise ~ 
on style or comfort for the sake of wheelchair accessability. pe 


Super easy wheelchair access : : s 
Our adaptations are always subtle, practical and elegant. 


The ultimate Family Kangoo 


STE 


Drive directly from your own wheelchair 


Design 


We are rapidly becoming the UK market leader for “ Wheelchair 


Vexel Biiovic 


Independent transportation 
Fully automated access 


Electronic assisted controls 
Economical diesel engine 


Early delivery available 


Fully automated compact car 
Easy to access & drive 


Driver” cars and MPV’s. Our range is always expanding and our 4 


a“ 


2 additional passengers compact Suzuki Life or revolutionary new Quovis are unique. 
Dignified, stylish & practical 


The ultimate ‘wheelchair driver’ 


Brochures : finance quotations : stock — a 0121 ry) 2252 


iG Motability Home demonstrations and test drives 07815 284734 


‘EID Jubilee Automotive Group “=> 


Jubilee Automotive Group Ltd, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 to 6 pm , Sat 9 to 2pm. 
Prices shown presume exemption from VAT and Disabled Road Tax. Vehicles shown may have optional specification.. 


£12995 
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36 Share your problems 


Hear An r Day centre worries 


| use a day centre in Poole that had been threatened with clo- 


@ love and loneliness 
e bereavement 


sure, but which is now going to be rebuilt. We recently discov- 

ered that, when rebuilt, the centre will have a licensed bar and 
a gym. Many of us residents think this is a bad idea, not only 
because of the uncertainty but also because one or two members 
of staff are being far too unruly and treating clients like children. 


@ personal problems 
@ advice and support 


ILLUSTRATION BY CLARE CURTIS 


R ETse Se Sey STS RT EA SEE Ty BT 


Facing bankruptcy 

| have several disabilities and 

| since leaving work I’ve found 

) that help provided to dis- 
abled people here in Sheffield is 
nothing short of disgusting. If I 
apply for care grants I face los- 
ing my care component. I can’t 
even apply for one-off pay- 
ments. Until recently ’ve man- 
aged. But I have now reached 
the limit on two credit cards 
and have taken out two bank 
loans to help me pay for the 
help I need. I am now having to 
consider filing for bankruptcy, 
although I don’t have the funds 
to do even that. 


Anthony, Sheffield 


The whole area of benefits is a 
thorny one because they are so 
complicated and, as you say, 
you may get one benefit only to 
discover that another is then 
affected. Without knowing 
details about your individual 
circumstances, it’s impossible 
to give you specific advice, but 
it is worth contacting your 
nearest DIAL (Disability 


Ann Darnbrough, who is disabled 
herself, is co-author of the Directory 


Also, we do not want to be pushed into areas designated for 
disabled people only. 


leWS : 


More than 200 national newspapers and magazines are now available on 
audio tape or in electronic format for anyone who has difficulty reading. 


All your favourite national titles are available from Talking Newspapers. 
Recorded in our own studios by our experienced team of sound 
engineers and readers, these publications are supplied on quality audio 
tape - many are also available in electronic format for use on a PC. To 
order your FREE catalogue or for further information please call: 


0870 442 9592 


sader's Digest... Daily Mail... Woman's Weekly... Guardian... 


for Disabled People and other guides. 


Write to her at Disability Now, 

6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 
or email your problem to , 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


Information Advice Line). 
They are always helpful. 

You do not mention what 
you did when you were work- 
ing, but there are a remarkable 
number of benevolent societies 
associated with most kinds of 
employment. They will often 
provide funding for a range of 
needs. Sometimes benevolent 
societies associated with par- 
ents’ occupations can also be 
helpful. Your library will give 
you details of societies. 
® DIAL: www.dialuk.info 


Free phone 
| have just come across the 
March 2001 edition of DN in 
| which your column had a let- 
ter entitled “Phone for free?” In 
it you discuss how a disabled 
person can get their council to 
install a telephone and give 
financial help with line rental. 
In a few years I am planning 
on moving from a council flat to 
a house which I intend to buy. 
I have a number of condi- 
tions including schizophrenia, 
diabetes and high blood pres- 
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sure, and your column men- 
tions that a reason for needing 
a free phone may be because 
you could be at risk for medical 
reasons. Are there any acts of 
parliament concerning this? 
Terry, by email 


It’s wonderful that DN and my 
column from past years can still 
be dug out as useful references. 
I will also dig into the past. 

It is possible that under the 
Chronically Sick and Disabled 
Persons Act 1970, Section 2, 
you could be entitled to help 
with the installation and line 
rental of a phone when you 
move. You may need a doctor’s 
certificate to back you up. 

I suggest you also contact 
your local authority social ser- 
vices department, wherever 
your new accommodation is, to 
discuss this with them. 

You should stress that it is 
possible you would be consid- 
ered to be at risk for medical 
reasons if you did not have the 
immediate facility of a phone 
at hand. 


TNAUK 


Hi-Fi News... Time... Cosmopol 


Mark, email 


You and your friends need to be positive about the rebuilding of 
the day centre and make sure it meets your needs. You never 
know; when it is rebuilt, the building is likely to have much bet- 
ter facilities and you may enjoy them. 

It is no good fighting the idea of a licensed bar and a gym if 
the local authority has already decided on this but, as you rightly 
say, you do not want to be pushed into a designated area for dis- 
abled people. This need not be the case and it is important that 
you point out the importance of making all areas accessible to 
disabled people. You could refer the planners to the Disability 
Discrimination Act and its requirements. 

It would be good to designate two or three of you to fix a 
meeting with the organisers and to strongly put your point of 
view and your needs. It would be important to make this meet- 
ing very businesslike and to take minutes to inform other mem- 
bers about what was decided. It is vital that at all times you are 
positive in your suggestions and don’t appear simply to make 
complaints. I’m sure they will respect and value your input if you 
approach the meeting in a positive and helpful way. 


Independent living 

an you give me informa- 
& on places in Somerset 

or Devon for older dis- 
abled people to live who don’t 
want to go into sheltered hous- 
ing or warden-controlled 
accommodation. 

My friend is in her early 60s, 
has difficulty walking, but oth- 
erwise would like to live inde- 
pendently within a community 
of like-minded people. 

David, by email 


Talking Newspaper Association of the 
UK is a registered charity, No: 293656 


National Recording Centre, Heathfield 
East Sussex, TN21 8DB aN 


s 
Web site: www.tnauk.org.uk Tig 
& 


Email: info@tnauk.org.uk === 


A Housing Association may be 
able to help your friend. These 
are listed on a county by coun- 
ty basis on the Housing 
Association website. Perhaps 
the best approach would be to 
identify the associations that 
cater for older people and mak 
enquiries to their head offices. 
Abbeyfield is by far the biggest 
Other possibilies include the 
Abbeyfield (Porlock) Society 
and the Habinteg Housing 
Association. 

e Abbeyfield Society, 

tel: 01727 857 536. 

e Abbeyfield (Porlock) Society, 
The Laurels, High Street, Porlock 
Minehead, Somerset TA24 8PY. 
e Habinteg Housing 
Association, tel: 020 7822 8700 
e Housing Association: 
www.housingnet.co.uk 


«=. Help at 
"=" the end 


\ of the 
‘, 

‘Ss , ‘phone 
DN’s telephone counsellor 
Lin Berwick gives disabled 
people and carers advice and 
support on personal and 
spiritual problems. Disabled 
herself, Lin is a psycho- 
therapeutic counsellor and 
Methodist local preacher, 
with a postgraduate diploma 
in homeopathic medicine. 

If you have something you 
need to discuss in 
confidence, talk to her on 
Mondays 6pm-10pm and 
Thursdays Ipm-Spm, 

tel: 01787 882111. 


: Seal electric Cae ata 
funfair (6) 


2. Lively Italian dance 
(10) 

3. Johnson, the new 
Department for 
Works and Pensions 
Secretary (4) 

4. Large European 
flat-fish (6) 


5. Pleased and 


entertained (6) 
6. Animal that does 
invaluable work (5,3) 


oe of Man, an 


island in the Irish Sea 
(4) 

11. Painful inflammation 
of the joints (10) 

13. Competitors at the 
Paralympics in 
Athens (8) 


Take a break 3% 


Candid Kate 


Shock horror, or horror-shock, or 
horror horror shock shock, or 
whatever! A nice green posh north 
London suburb is FULL of 

illegal night spots and shops. 

At least every second shop is 

in the wrong. I know this 

because I have been counting 

the rotters every time I have 

been up to my local shops. 

Iam not happy about the 
number of evil shops in my 
precious area. 

I wouldn’t mind if we were talking 
about illegal in the way of brothels, vice dens and places for 
some heavy drugs man. What? I’m just saying those kinds of 
places would make life more interesting. 

But, sadly, we are talking about a different sort of illegal. 
Not being accessible to disabled folks. This is because the new 
part of the Disability Discrimination Act came into force on 
1 October. If you would like some more information on this, 
I am sure you can turn to page 1 or 2 or 3 or 4, etc of DN. 

But imagine you are a shopkeeper and you are not lucky 


1. Highest European 15. Boring because so : enough to have a subscription to the fabulous DN. How 
g P dee 
volcano (4) familiar (3,3) 16. London’s river (6) would you know about the change in the law enabling 
RBp opie wha havetoo AG ener neice 17. Soft, white metallic disabled people to access public services? Well, I have reason 
: é OO eal ieoally nar element (6) to believe nobody had the bright idea of actually telling 
much to say for : ee 
18. Parts of a tennis shop Dees ; 
themselves (10) ried to someone else (6) As I write, it is mid October and my local commercial area 
9. Plant which many people 18. Paula, one of the stars of i ae (4) ore (4) has steps galore, and I’m not talking aerobics here. I am really 
: i ypeni ith the 
: ; GieeA Rerliten4 . Young male horse puzzled as to what is (or rather what is not) happening wit 
Satie pales el ele ened ss POH) shops and the change of the law. So I have decided to take on my 
Sclerosis (8) 19. Yellowish-orange fruits (8) CROSSWORD BY JIM Broadway and let the illegal shops know that they are breaking 
10. Straits, once atop 21. See 22 Across the law. I will tell you about my mission next column. 
rock group (4) 22. And 21 Across. Scope MCLAREN * ANSWERS No more Miss Nice(ish) girl! 
campaign (4,2,3,5) ON PAGE 38 Kate Caryer is a student at the University of East London. 


12. Little, a hit film (6) 


CREATING NEW HORI 


As a long established 
company, Invatravel provide 
factory built people carriers, 

specially for the needs of 


the wheelchair traveller. 


Twin slidings doors as standard on 
all Caravelle models. Choices of ; 
lifts; underfloor to side or inboard 


to rear. Many new standard 


~S 


a ee OO CE 


CONVERSIONS tsp 
Established 1983 


97 Lytham Road, 


Southport, 


De RCLEN Ss eae 


Merseyside PRY 9UG 


hone: 01704 506608 
features on the SE Caravelle. : Tetephene 
Fax: 01704 506607 
New powerful, economical turbo | | 
i E-mail: sales@invatravel.com 


diesel engines, 130 & 

174bhp, 6 speed manual or 

6 speed auto gearbox's. 

Also V6 240bhp petrol engine. 


THE ALL NEW 
VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE 


USED CARAVELLES IN STOCI 


www.invatravel.com 


TULN & 
BE coonai Md 


IS09001 


REGISTERED COMPANY 


UKAS 


QUALITY 
MANAGEMENT 
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Lucy Andrews answers your questions 


“I have had a stroke and with 
the recent loss of my husband 

| have realised how much I had 
come to rely on him to do the 
things I find difficult. I have 
very little use of one arm. 
What can help me to do my 
chores around the house?” 


Many home tasks require 
both hands and a high 
degree of dexterity to 
complete them well, and 
while there is equipment to 
help people manage one- 
handed, the previous level 
of efficiency may never 
quite be regained. Tasks 
will take longer to do, but 
many can still be achieved 
effectively and 
independently. 

The kitchen is probably 
one of the most difficult 
areas because we use so many 


fine motor skills to open, turn, 


cut, cook, etc. Jars can be 
stabilised to make twisting 
off a lid possible by using 
devices such as the Belliclamp 
(above) and Spill-not. A wall- 
mounted tin opener with an 
adjustable height platform to 
rest the tin on (such as the 
Croydon tin opener) can be 
used to open tins; or if the tin 
has a ring pull, it may be 
possible to hold it in the 
Belliclamp or more simply 
clamp the tin in an open 
drawer by leaning the body 
weight on it. 

To stabilise items such as a 
margarine tub, a Dycem mat 


The 
Solicitors 

‘Room 
.com 


An panel of solicitors acting for disabled clients through 
online files on which the client will be able to take advice 


and monitor progress. 


All areas of law covered from ‘No Win/No Fee’ personal injury 
to conveyancing, wills, company law, family law, crime, 


benefits etc. 


Work can be done offline at the client's choice. 


Launched in association with Disability Alliance — Register at 
www.TheSolicitorsRoom.com 


or tel: 08700 67 1000 for a 


direct transfer to a panel solicitor 


Service provided by The Claim Room.com Ltd, Dallam Lane, 
Warrington Cheshire UK WA2 7LT 
www.TheClaimRoom.com 


difficult to put up and down 
one- handed, but a wall- 
fixed one (John Corby, 
tel: 01264 325135, 
www.corbypress.com) or 
one that folds into a drawer 
(Woodfit, tel: 01257 
266421, www.woodfit.com) 
is simpler. 

Lighter weight 
appliances are easier to lift 


can be used, but make sure it is 
washed regularly or it will 
gather crumbs and be less 
effective. 

The Fix-it is a chopping 
board with an adjustable clamp 
that can be used to stabilise a 
bowl or food for cutting, and it 


and manoeuvre one- 
handed. Nevertheless, 
carrying heavy items such 
as a vacuum cleaner 
upstairs can be risky, so 
consider keeping a second 
one upstairs, or 
compromise by using a 
carpet sweeper (Bissell 
Homecare (tel: 0870 225 
0109, www.bissell.com). 
Unless otherwise stated, the 
products mentioned above can 
be supplied by Homecraft 
Ability One (tel: 01623 757555, 
www.homecraftabilityone.com) 
and/or Nottingham Rehab 
Supplies (tel: 0845 120 4522, 
www.nrs-uk.co.uk). 
For additional advice on 
managing at home look at 
the Disabled Living 
Foundation’s series of 
factsheets on our website 
www.dlf.org.uk; or phone the 
helpline on 0895 130 9177. A 
local Disabled Living Centre 
can also offer help. Addresses 
are on the Disabled Living 
Centres Council’s website 
www.dlcc.org.uk 
Lucy Andrews is a senior 
advisor at the DLE 


also has spikes to hold 
vegetables for peeling. Bread 
can be buttered one- handed 
using a bread buttering board 
that is raised along two sides to 
act as a buttress. 

When cooking, a wire basket 
inside the saucepan makes 
straining food easier, and a pan 
handle holder will hold the pan 
steady while the contents are 
stirred. 

Washing by machine eases 
laundry tasks and if your 
machine includes a dryer it 
avoids the need to transfer 
clothes and should reduce the 
amount of ironing you need to 
do. If you do need to hang 
clothes out, an airer will be 
easier than pegging them out 
on a washing line. A free- 
standing ironing board is 


Publications 


Levenes Solicitors have 
published the latest edition 
of DDA Toolkit, which has 
been updated to include the 
latest version of the DDA. 
The book covers disability 
discrimination law across all 
areas, including education 
and employment. £20. Tel: 
0800 118899 or email: 


ddanotes@levenes.co.uk 


The Northamptonshire 
Society for Autism (NSA) 
has produced A Future 
after School, a training 
package for businesses who 
employ autistic people, 
including an interactive CD. 
£20. Tel: 01604 239404 or 
email: info@n-s-a.org.uk 


ACROSS: 


DOWN: 


Sportability is launching the new Sportability Base at the Rural 
Skills Centre in Coates, near Cirencester, on 7 November. Events 
will include quadbiking, archery and falconry. To book, tel: 0208 
959 0089, or email info@sportabilityorg. For further information 
and details of forthcoming events, see www.sportability.org 


ADHD in Suffolk is holding its annual conference on 16 
November at Waveney Leisure Centre in Lowestoft. The event 
will feature lectures and an inclusion workshop that will focus 
on how parents and professionals can adjust their methods and 
approaches to children with ADHD. From £25. Tel: 0870 881 
0464, or email: support@adhdinsuffolk.org 


Seamless Services for Children with Disabilities: Improving 
Access, Integration and Quality is a conference on 18 November 
at Earl’s Court in London. It will include lectures and seminars 
on inclusion and provision for disabled children. From £180. 

Tel: 020 7324 4330, or book online at www.neilstewartassociates 
.com/kd113 


Disabled Living’s Kidz up North exhibition will be held on 25 
November in Bolton. The event will feature products, seminars, 
conferences and an information area. Events for children will 
include sensory story sessions and Santa’s grotto. Tanni Grey- 
Thompson will also be making an appearance. Visit Disability 
Now at stand 48. Free. Reebok Stadium. Tel: 0161 214 5959 or 
see www.disabledliving.co.uk 


Vip On Air, based in Glasgow, is a radio station for blind and 
partially sighted people, with fully accessible radio broadcast 
studios. The station, which started broadcasting in November 
2003, allows blind people to listen to a selection of newspapers 
shortly after they become available on the streets, This includes 
news, entertainment, human interest features and live 
interviews. Vip On Air relies on volunteers to read daily 
newspapers in the studio, and has blind or partially sighted 
presenters to present shows and help with research. To find out 
more, tel: 0141 334 5530, or see www.viponair.com 


Toy manufacturers Tfh have a website with a range of products 
for children with special needs and their families and carers, 
which includes news and views. The website features a search 
system with categories enabling families to find a toy that 
specifically matches their child’s needs. See www.tfhuk.com 


Disability Information in West Berkshire is a website for disabled 
people and their carers, as well as agencies and groups 
concerned with disability. The site includes information and 
links. See www.diwb.org 


The Phoenix Theatre and Arts Centre in Bordon, Hampshire, 
runs a programme of arts courses for adults with learning and 
physical disabilities throughout the county. Workshops include 
drama, art, music, drumming, dance, jabadeo and pottery. There 
are performances and exhibitions showcasing the work of the 
participants. Tel: 01420 472664, or see www.phoenixarts.co.uk 


1 Can, a charity that helps children with speech and language 
difficulties, runs courses which are designed to help education and 
health professionals in both mainstream and specialist 
environments support children with communication difficulties. 
The range of courses, available across the UK, runs from practical 
introductory modules on children’s speech, language and 
communication development to advanced training on theory and 
approaches for specific difficulties. Tel: 0845 225 4073, email: 
training@ican.org.uk, or see www.ican.org.uk/ 
professionaldevelopment (online booking available). 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 


1. Etna 8. Loudmouths 9. Cannabis 10. Dire 12. Stuart 14. Dodgem 15. Old Hat 
17. Bigamy 18. Sage 19. Apricots 21. To Get Equal 22. Time 


2. Tarantella 3. Alan 4. Turbot 5. Amused 6. Guide Dog 7. Isle 11. Rheumatism 
13. Athletes 16. Thames 17. Barium 18. Sets 20. Colt 


ee eee 
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It's Here! 


Europes first ‘drive-from-wheelchair' 
Renault Kangoo... 


Model ae Expression 1.6 16v automatic 


Key Features 
* Full remote control entry and exit. 
One press operation opens the tailgate, lowers 


the ramp and suspension to enable access and 


reverse process for closure. 


Comes complete with standard drivers seat. 


Electronic handbrake 


Wheelchair unsecured audible warning device. 
Push/ Pull hand controls 
Rear door aperture height 1490mm (58 % ") 


3 Year warranty 


All this available NOW from £26,495* 


oe Pull controls as standard 


a 


The Wheelchair Accessible 


a 


find out more...... Call 


mobile 07834 554663 e-mail markflavell.wamco@fsmail.net Motor Campany Euitad 
www.twamco.co.uk 


*assuming VAT exempt 
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The last order books 
are being sent out now. 


So you should change 
to Direct Payment asap. 


Call 0800 107 2000 now. 


S 


Don't wait until you get to the last payment in your order book. 
Call now and we'll help you change to Direct Payment. 
If you have any questions we'll be happy to answer them. 
If you have a bank account, you can change immediately. 
If you have hearing or speech difficulties then textphone 
0800 107 4000. Lines are open 8am to 9pm weekdays, 
9am to 5pm weekends. www.dwp.gov.uk/directpayment 


DWP Department for 
Work and Pensions 


direct payment giving it to you straight 
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| CARING GENT 37 (epileptic) seeks 
| woman who is able to join me in 


| meals and drinks and going out. 
| 


| in Kent area. Box no: 297 
| MICHAEL LEICESTERSHIRE 38 attrac- 


and single. No ties. Loves holidays 
jabroad (walks with limp spinal 
injury) seeks caring, sharing, blonde 
| female ALA. Box no: 298 


| FUN LOVING 30 year old male 
| amputee, likes clubs, pubs and raves. 
| Looking for similar people for 
| friendship maybe more. Box no: 299 


|PETER, 60 YEARS old, living in 
| Lancaster. A genuine person seeking a 
| genuine lady 40yrs +, looking for 
friendship and/or relationship. 
Wheelchair user but own car, willing 
to travel for meeting. Box no: 300 


= 
| 
| 


lowering rear suspension, 50k miles, 


763447. 


RED RENAULT MEGANE Expression, 
auto, with hand controls and car roof 
storage for wheelchair with easily- 
operated hoist. Enables completely 
independent travel. Full MOT, fsh, 
only one owner, 3 years old. 
Excellent condition, only 2k miles on 
the clock. £6,500 ono. Tel Hilary 
Horrocks, day: 0131 243 9383, 
(evening/weekends) 0131 556 3111. 


TOYOTA HIACE POWER van, P reg, 
12 months’ MOT, excellent condi- 
tion. Ricon lift, CD player, sunroof, 


pas. Carries 5 plus wheelchair, only | 


2 owners, 77k miles. £5,800 ono. Tel: 
01271 860623. 


RENAULT TRAFIC VAN R reg, petrol, 
seats 5 plus wheelchair, spring assisted 
ramp, winch and tracking, MOT Feb 
05, 40k miles. £4,000 ono. Tel: 01362 
687942 (Norfolk). 


51 DAIHATSU HIJET 1300 16 valve EFI 
in silver, ramp conversion for 
wheelchair access. Just 13k miles. 
Immaculate vehicle £5,500. Tel: 01252 
875654 (Surrey Hampshire Borders). 


MERCEDES VITO 113 2 litre, 2001, 
18k miles, auto, air con, high spec, 
turquoise. 3 moveable seats, rear 
and side ramps, tracking and 


clamps. Only one owner, fsh and 
full MOT. £11,950 ono. Tel: 020 
8883 6468 (North London). 


MERCEDES 230 AUTO, T reg, top of 


range, silver, 44k miles, ramp to rear. 


Wheelchair alongside driver. Vgc, | 


£11,000. Tel: 01709 580021 or mobile: 
07850 233776. 


Looks and size no problem. Must live | 


| tive, slim, sun-tanned, kind, caring | 


CHAIRMAN FORD ESCORT, diesel 1.8, | 


pas, vgc, Nov 1995. £4,500. Tel: 01789 


RENAULT ESPACE W teg, high spec, 

9k miles, full MOT. Hill Grau con- 

version for wheelchair passenger + 

| 5 spacious seats. Dark blue. £16,495. 
Tel home: 01474 873833, work: 01622 
694986 (Kent). 


| CARMOBILITY 180 DEGREES front 
passenger seat. As new, £500. Tel: 
01834 813428. 


ELAP ROTATING CAR seat for front 
passenger. For Vauxhall Aguila or 
Suzuki Wagona. In perfect condition, 
£300. Tel: 01823 351239. 


TOYOTA HIACE POWERVAN, R reg, one 


owner, 28k miles, Ricon lift seats | 


| four plus wheelchair, fsh, v. good 
condition, MOT Aug 05. Available 
from Jan 05. £5,750 ono. Tel: 01642 
785546 (N.Yorks). 


FORD FOCUS ZETEC 1.6 December 99 
V reg, ex con, 3 door, 18.5 k miles. 
Constables carchair conversion for 
| front passenger. 1 owner from new, 
fsh, £9,000 ono. Tel: 0151 724 4857. 


1999 SUZUKI WAGON R Jubilee, 
18k miles, MOT. £4,250. Tel: 0113 
287 0833. 


VW MULTIVAN WITH underfloor w/c 

| lift. 1999, 80k miles. Reasonable 
condition. Hand controls and cruise 
control. Fully and regularly serviced 
and maintained. £7,000 but open to 

| offers for fuller description or ques- 
tions. Email: adaptdan@yahoo.com 
or tel: 07970 911829. 


MERCEDES V230 AMBIENTE petrol/Ipg, 
metallic silver, fully loaded. Front 
passenger conversion with rear ramp 
plus 2 rear seats. £11,995. Tel; 01939 
23561 (West Midlands). 


FORD FOCUS TDI 2002 Constable 
conversion, wheelchairelectric for 
fron passenger, fsh, air con, 
e/windows, 3 door, under warranty, 
£9,750, bargain. Tel: 01443 475385 or 
mobile: 07779 244917. 


1992 FORD TRANSIT automatic, 
remote door operations, rear lift, 6 
way driver’s seat, hand/feet controls. 
£4,500. Part exchange considered. 
Tel: 01287 203799. 


| PEUGEOT 5 DOOR Saloon 1.6, auto, air 
con, metallic light blue, 36k miles, one 
owner, dealer maintained, 9 months’ 
MOT & tax. Superb condition, 
£3,950 sale due to owner being 
| incapacitated. Tel: 07703 131161. 


NISSAN VANETTE, DIESEL, 1986 P reg, 
purpose built with hydraulic lift, 
44k miles, only 2 owners, recent 
MOT. Excellent condition, £6,800. 
Tel: 01305 852484 (Dorchester). 


LEVO STAND-IN electric wheelchair, one 

year old, unsuitable for present owners 

due to circumstance. Cost £10,000, 
| open to offers. Tel: 028 718 60133. 


SUNRISE EXPLORER 406, Calypso blue 
with cover, max range 23miles, 
variable speed settings. 4 years’ old, 
hardly used and never on roads. Cost 
£4,000, asking £2,100 ono. Tel: 01305 
251653 (Dorchester). 


SPORTS WHEELCHAIR, ASHDALE, 
excellent condition, £500 ono. Buyer 
must collect. Tel: 01382 477988 
(Dundee). 


VIVA ELECTRIC MOBILITY power chair 
with swingaway legrests and leg 
extensions. Vgc, cost £2,500. £1,000 
ovno. Tel: 020 8300 5765. 


INVACARE REA ASSIST wheelchair 
with powerpack, used 6 times. 
Cost £2,300, selling for £1,000. Tel: 
01834 813428. 


SEXY PURPLE INVACARE Harrier Plus 
electric wheelchair, 15” width 
with adjustable control box position- 
ing. £2,500 ono (cost £4,500 new). 
Leave message on: 077739 79653 
(Nottingham). 


PRESTIGE MOBILITY EXPLORER 
8, lights and indicators, fully 
adjustable luxury seat, basket, 12” 
balloon tyres, protection bumper, 
independent suspension, rear view 
mirror, onboard charger, max 
speed 8 mph and max range 25 
miles. 2 remaining years’ insur- 
ance, only used once, cost £3,995, 
asking only £2,850. Tel: 01234 
269522 (Bedford). 


PRIDE LX FOLDING battery operated 
wheelchair with charger. Max range 
25 miles on full charge. With kerb 
climber and full instructions. Very lit- 
tle use, £950 ono. Tel: 01752 301624 


| (Plymouth). 


SUNRISE QUICKIE F75 powerchair 2 
yrs old, good condition, tilt in space 
and other extras. New £4,200. accept 
£2,000. Tel anytime: 01623 406986 
(Notts). 


DUET WHEELCHAIR CYCLE with 


rechargeable motor. £1,500 ono. Tel: 
01934 834991 (Somerset). 


SERENE BATRICAR LUXURY 
model scooter. Full weatherproof 
cabin, wipers, front and rear 
lights, handles one in five hills and 
4 inch kerbs. Speed settings at 4 and 


8 mph, max range 16 miles, with full | 


instruction manual. Cost £5,725 
two years ago, genuine reason for 
sale and hardly used, asking 
only £2,900 for quick sale. Tel: 
01465 713697. 


BATH LIFT RIVIERA, needs no fixing to | 


bath. £129. Tel: 01276 600449 
(Surrey). 


CAIRWAVE MATTRESS WARRANTY inc 
£1,800. Sarita hoist used once, £725. 
Tel: 07966 200585. 


RISER RECLINER CHAIR Pride D-30 5 
months’ old. £350. Tel: 01276 600449. 


BATH BUDDY, ELECTRIC collapsible 
seat. A year old, hardly used. £175 
ono. Tel: 01438 224331 (Stevenage). 


LIKO SABINA STANDING hoist 
(Cardiff). Bought 2001. will accept 
reasonable offers. Tel: 07870196410. 
Email: chandi.joshi@btinternet.com 


SOUTH EAST LONDON, very near sta- 
tion (BR 2 mins), 5 bedrooms, 3 
reception rooms, upstairs bath- 
room. Stairlift, downstairs shower 
room. Level access to garden, 
movable front ramp. Large kitchen 
with additional low level sink. Off 
street parking. £360,000. Tel: 020 
8244 3526. 


5 BED DETACHED house. Narborough, 
Leicester. Ground floor fully adapted 
for wheelchair use. Close to M1 and 
M69, also near large shopping com- 
plex. £250,000. Tel: 01162 862540 or 
mobile: 07800 522609. 


Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 
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NEXUS POWER BED including 
mattress and monkey pole. 6 months 
old excellent condition. Foot and 
head raise and height adjustable 
at touch of button. £500. Tel. 
01257450346. 


POWER TRIKE 2 batteries £550. 
Lightweight rigid frame chair £550. 
Or £1,000 the pair. Would consider 
straight exchange for lightweight 
folder, eg Quickie. Tel Bob: 020 8531 
9792. 


SUNRISE POWERCHAIR F55, still new 
£3,000. Hyundai Santafe 4x4, auto, 
air con, dual controls, 2002 reg, 
central locking, e/windows, £14,000 
ono. Vauxhall Astra, K reg, auto, sun 
roof, dual controls £800. Tel Eddy, 
mobile: 07956 896208. 


ELAP ROTATING CARSEAT for 
Vauxhall Corsa but fits other models. 
Never been used, £400 ono. New mini 
hoist operated by car battery, max 
weight 20 stones, £350 ono. Fibreglass 
wheelchair ramp, two Sft long pieces, 
3ft 6 wide, 12” high, £300 ono. Tel: 
020 8863 5958 (Harrow). 


standard linage advert. 


Cost: £8 per line. Tick box below. 


semi-display linage advert. Cost: £8 
per line plus £10. Tick box below. 


box linage advert. Cost: £8 per line 
plus £20. Tick box below. 


C ) Standard linage advert 
>) Semi-display linage advert 
O Box linage advert 
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| VW Transporters & Caravelles 
| Mercedes Vito’s 

Kangoo & Berlingo models 

| Trafic & Vanette Cargo models 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES FOR SALE 


2003 53 New Trafic Cruiser, A/C & tail lift 
2003 52 Vito CDi , Auto, Tail lift, 2,400 miles 

| 2003 52 Toyota Cruiser 2.5D, Tail lift, 9,000 miles 

2003 03 Renault Master Cruiser, A/C tail lift 

2001 Y Zaphira Chairman 1.6, A/C, 1 owner, 34,000 miles 
2001 Y Toyota Hiace 2.4D, Ramp, C/L, EW, 27,000 miles 
2000 X Brotherwood Sharan TDi, Manual, 30,000 miles 

2000 X Mercedes V220 CDi, Auto trend, side lift, 20,000 miles 
2000 W VW TD, Auto, Air Con, Ramp, 27,000 miles 

2000 W Mercedes V220 CDi Ambiente, side lift 

1999 V Fiat Ulysses Jubilee, Air Con, 34,000 miles 

1999 V Peugeot Expert TD Hill Grau, 5+ chair A/C 

4999 V Escort Chairman diesel, 44,000 miles, PAS, 1 owner 
1999 T Toyota Cruiser, petrol, PAS, c/l, 1 owner, 40,000 miles 
1998 S Peugeot Expert Constables, 1 owner 

| 1998 R Sharan Automotive TDi, Auto, 1 owner 


£15,995 
£15,495 
£12,995 
£15,995 
£15,995 
£10,995 
£18,500 
£19,995 
£12,750 
£19,995 
£9,995 
£11,995 
£7,995 
£7,750 
£8,495 
£10,995 
Choice of 6 
Choice of 6 
Choice of 9 
Choice of 8 


ice with warranty. Demo and delivery. 
vehicles sought for purchase. 


01634 243596 
www.gfclarke.com 


The biggest and best choice in the UK 


Wheelchair Accessible & Wheelchair Drivers examples 


03 Daihatsu with winch,ramp + 4 seats 
Galaxy Ghia TDI. Brotherwood hi-roof 
Renault Kangoo Auto’s accessible 
Toyota Hi-aces ramps + 4 seats from 

2, Suzuki Wagon Auto Low floor & ramp 
Renault Kangoo low floors from 
Grand Voyager Liberty. Low floor 

2, Vauxhall Agila 1.2 lowered floor 
Citroen Berlingo 1.6 Low floors 
VW Caravelle diesel with chair-lift 
Citroen Dispatch diesel low floor 
VW fully automated wheelchair driver 
Toyota power bus diesel with chair-lift 
Renault Kangoo automatic low floor 
Toyota diesel power bus with chairlift 
Renault Kangoo diesel low floor 


£7,995 
£17,995 
£9,995 
£7,995 
£9.995 
£7,995 
£23,995 
£9,495 
£12,995 
£12,495 
£11,995 
£19,995 
£16,995 
£13,495 
£12,995 
=9,995 


Over 50 } Mobinty vehicles in stock from as little as £3,995 


yen NO DEPOSIT seed Finance Plans 


0121 502 2252 CUUMIIEREND 


Jubilee pea p= Group Ltd, Woden Rd. South, Waereisuhy) West Midlands, WS10 ONQ, 


We specialise in locating used 
| vehicles to suit the specific needs 
| of our customers. If you are 
| looking for an accessible vehicle 
or have one to dispose of, contact 
| Adam Price.We also supply and 
f install all forms of access equipment. 


01202 814112 


adamprice.avr@tiscali.co.uk 


Mobility Batteries Top 
Specification competitive 
prices. Tel: 01773520033, 
Fax: 01773520566 


‘COTSWOLD COTS 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 

Children with Special Needs 

We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


ave Extra Strong Playpens. 
er Extra Large Stairgates. 
Fitted Padded Play Areas. 


High Quality Fair prices 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


Renault Kangoo 1400, 2001 
Y reg, conversion with ramp, 
third seat, electric winch, 
belts. Very low mileage. 
£9,495. Tel: 0116 266 4534. 


Specialists in Trikes for children 
and adults, from £180-£380 
Tel: 01622 815615 
info@missioncycles.co.uk 


Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 

Ring Free anytime 


0800 074 6834 


All major credit cards accepted 


4,Classifled Eee 
ie Forsale 0) emmy * Recruitment (on page 42 to 46) 


INDEPENDENT 


LLVLN 


ALTERNATIVES 


MANAGING ILA’S PERSONAL ASSISTANCE REGISTER 


Independent Living Alternatives promote the right of disabled people to 

live independently through the provision of information and Personal 
Assistants. This is an exciting new project to establish a London wide Personal 
Assistant Register for personal assistance users in the Capital. 


ILA needs 2 experienced people with the proven ability to manage this project. 


Personal Assistance Users Co-ordinator (21 hours} £23,358 (pro rata inc OLW) 
You will be experienced at working with PA Users and all aspects of the recruitment of PAs. You must 
be able to establish networks with existing PASSs, publicise the PA Register and actively seek suitable 


users for the service. 


Personal Assistants Co-ordinator (21 hours) £23,358 (pro rata inc OLW) 
You will be experienced at recruiting and placing people and providing on-going support and 
training to PAs. You must be able to utilise all recruitment opportunities and be fully competent at 
interviewing and selecting suitable PAs. 


Both posts will require a comprehensive understanding of personal assistance and independent living 
and the social model of disability. 


Closing Date: 29th November 2004 
Independent Living Alternatives, Trafalgar House, Grenville Place, London NW7 3SA 


T/F: 020 8906 9265 E: enquiry@!LAnet.co.uk 
Registered Charity: 802198 


WinvVisible 
(women with disabilities) 
seeks 


BIRMINGHAM DISABILITY 
RESOURCE CENTRE (BDRC) 


Calla ese U0 le 


Salary: NJC Local Government 
Scale PO.5-PO.6 £33,009 to £36,921 


Refugee Project 
Co-ordinator 
£27,091 pa full-time 


Knowledge of immigration, 


BDRC is a Birmingham based charitable 
company, leading on disability issues, 
& providing a wide range of resources 
for disabled people, carers, families, 
employers and professionals. 


asylum & disability essential 
Funded by the Big Lottery Fund 
and Casework and 
Volunteer Co-ordinator 
£14,988 pa 17.5 hours pw 


Experience of disability issues and 


Tom Veitch 


BDRC, Bierton Road, 
Yardley, Birmingham 
B25 8PQ 


Tel: 0121 308 3868 


BDRC is going through a process of 
review of all levels of its service, and is 
looking for an innovative and forward 
thinking Chief Executive to provide 
strategic leadership and direction to the 
organisation. Knowledge, experience and 
understanding of sound management 
practices and strategic development will 
be required, including income generation, 
as will a thorough knowledge of issues 
affecting disabled people. 


Email: tomveitch@ 
btinternet.com 
(Strictly no agencies) 


advocacy essential 


Funded by the Bridge House Trust 
Closing Date: Friday 
5th November 2004 


Interview Date: Equal opportunities employer 


Tuesday 16th 
November 2004 
(reserve day 
Wednesday 17th 
November 2004) 


Wheelchair accessible 
Closing date: 15 November 
If you are interested in the post and feel 
able to take on this challenging role, then 
telephone for a discussion, or apply for an 
application pack by contacting us. 


Say which job & send A5 sae to: 


PO Box 287 London NW6 5QU. 
BDRC is an equal 


opportunities employer winvisible@allwomencount.net 


DISCLAIMER 
DN is not 


responsible for 


Assistant Director — Training 
and Development 


SCP 35-45 (£25,938 - £33,750) 
37 hours per week 
This is a one year renewable contract 


subject to funding claims made in 


We are looking for a committed professional 
to join our team, as Assistant Director with 
principal responsibility for training and 
development. Home or office (Derby) based. 
Knowledge of current legislation and working 
with people with learning disabilities 
essential. Closing date 17 November. 
Interviews 29 November 2004. 

Contact: 01332 869310 or 
voice@voiceuk.org.uk for further 
information on how to apply 


the adverts it 


prints. Readers 


are advised to 
check claims with 
advertisers before 


relying on them. 
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http://personnel.cant.ac.uk/vacancies.asp (text only option is available) 
Please ask the Personnel Department if you require details in different formats, 


Classified 43 


Canterbury Christ Church University College regularly recruits for 
support and academic staff. We have been awarded the “Two Ticks” 


Disability User Symbol and guarantee to interview all applicants who 


meet the essential criteria for any of the positions which we advertise. 


For further information on our vacancies, please check our website at 


tel: 01227 782372. 


(CARDIFF AND VALE 
i COALITION OF 


DISABLED 
PEOPLE 


For an information 
pack and details on 
how to apply contact: 
| Cardiff and Vale 
Coalition of Disabled 
People, Cowbridge 
Court, 60 Cowbridge 
| Road West, Cardiff 
CF5 5BS. Tel: 029 
20 255611 or email 
info@cvcdp.com. 
Please state your 
preferred format. 


CLOSING DATE FOR 
APPLICATIONS IS 
FRIDAY 26TH 
NOVEMBER 


ADVANTAGE PLACEMENT 
33 SOUTHAMPTON STREET 


LONDON WC2E 7HE 


020 7395 2615 


E-MAIL CHAMIA@G-C-A.CO.UK 


esoho ¢ 
| @theatre+ writers’ centre 
| 


YORKSHIREDANCE 


ee>. 


CENTRAL LONDON| Literary Assistant. Full Time 
Apply for info to www.sohotheatre.com or 
catherine@sohotheatre.com by 5 Nov 04 


Administrative and creative position. One year's script work, 
theatre administration and new writing experience essential. 


2 Project Co-ordinators £15,500-£17,000 + benefits 
Apply for job pack to: clareclarkson@everybodydances.com 


YORKSHIRE \, . / 


CENTRAL LONDON] Publicist c £26,000 
Apply for info to: sophie@g-c-a.co.uk by | 5th Nov 


London agency seeks Press/PR person 
Must have extensive experience of theatre PR. 


Cardiff and Vale Coalition of Disabled People is a 
local organisation of disabled people. With an active 
Executive Committee, large membership and a hard 
working staff team, the Coalition runs a highly 
respected Independent Living Scheme, lobbies 
Government on disability issues and represents the 
interests of disabled people in Cardiff and the Vale of 
Glamorgan to service providers. 


CHIEF EXECUTIVE 


SALARY — SCALE POH - £33009 


The Coalition is seeking to recruit a dynamic Chief 
Executive who has the vision, commitment and skills to 
successfully lead the organisation forward through a 
period of transition and expansion of our services, 
policies and membership development. 


You will have proven all round management skills together 
with knowledge and experience of project and service 
development, voluntary sector funding, working to 
deadlines and collaborative working with staff, Executive 
Committee members, users and other statutory and 
voluntary organisations. 


You will have direct experience of disability discrimination, 
knowledge of the disability sector and a commitment to 
the Social Model of disability. 


THIS POST IS ONLY OPEN TO DISABLED PEOPLE 


THEATRE / MUSIC / ARTS / MUSEUMS 


Two highly committed and motivated individuals to join our 
team to co-ordinate series of diverse dance activities. 


This is a launch of a new service, for full details 


contact Chamia Choudhury on 020 7395 2615 


Arts|obs 


\t Ahoy, 


A 


Chatting ie 
Independently §_ 


Come to Chatting Independently’s new bungalow in the 
market town of March in Cambridgeshire for three years 
to learn to communicate and live independently. 


people aged between 18-45 years old with a 
physical disability who use AAC and have left 
full-time education. 


) residents have a 1 to 1 facilitator allowing residents 
and facilitators to get to know each other well. 


residents learn to take control of their own lives by 
being able to ask for a hand to do whatever they 
want from personal care to cooking to going out. 


regular physiotherapy and assistive technology training. 


residents are encouraged to live in an everyday way, 
making their own decisions concerning what they 

do, budgeting for buying food for themselves, 
cooking it and making them aware of household tasks. | 
assistive technology assessment and training 
provided by a resident soeech and language 
therapist and AAC consultant. 
assistive technology covers the use of any AAC 
system either symbol books/boards or electronic ! 
communication aids as well as using computers 
and access to the internet. 


BIRKDALE PAEDIATRIC & ADULT NEURO CLINIC 
PHYSIOTHERAPHY 


Treatment programmes combining therapy and play 
for babies, children and adolescents with Cerebral palsy, 


Down Syndrome, stroke, head injury, Tumour, 
Dyspraxia, Low tone and slow development 


Tel / Fax: 020 8998 9403 


website: www.neuro-physio.co.uk 
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CONDITIONS 


Disability Now 
maintains the right to 
amend or withdraw 
linage adverts without 
prior notice. All 
adverts must comply 
with the British Code 
of Advertising 
Practice. 

Telephone numbers 
and addresses will 
not be placed in 
personal adverts, for 


confidentiality. 


instead, Box numbers 


will be provided. 
Likewise, telephone 
numbers and 
addresses will not be 
given out over the 
telephone if requested. 

Box Numbers can 
be requested for 
non-personal adverts. 
However, it may limit 
the response to it. If 
you want to advertise 
documents, goods 
or services contact 
Patrick Durham- 
Matthews tel: 

020 7619 7320, 
fax: 020 7619 7331. 

Linage adverts can 
only be used by 
private individuals. 
All commercial 
enquiries must be 
addressed to Richard 
Gresham (see contact 
details above). 

DN cannot accept 
responsibility for 
loss or damage of 
adverts or letters 
during forwarding. It 
is the responsibility 
of the advertiser to 
check the content 
of their advert, and 
to ensure any 
abbreviations cannot 


be misunderstood. 


¢ Recruitment (on page 42 to 46) 


already employe 


© Kikaa™ id 


The specialist service that Disability Employment 
Advisers provide, includes: 


e advice on finding and keeping a job 
e information on training 
e support with benefit entitlement and 


orogrammes like New Deal, and wt ABoy, s 
e advice on employing disabled people. Py ry Vie 
gy ey 
Contact your local Jobcentre Plus office oy eo 
or Jobcentre for further information. SAB 
= Part of the Department 
www.jobcentreplus.gov.uk for Work and Pensions 


PCCESS AUDITOR 


Manchester Disabled People’s 
Access Group (MDPAG) 


MDPAG requires an Access Auditor, 35 hours per 
week, initially for 2 years. Salary scale 26/33 
£19,713 — £24,708 


MDPAG is a voluntary organisation of disabled 
people, campaigning and informing people in 
Manchester on access to buildings, transport, 
services, information and the environment. We are 
seeking an experienced person to provide physical 
access audits and associated services. 


ook eu, DEVELOPMENT 
OFFICER 


(CAMPAIGNS, PRESS AND 
@ PARLIAMENTARY) 


, 
AY 
%bled peo GRADE S02 (£24,000 TO £25,407) 


BCODP is the umbrella organisation of the disabled 
people’s movement. 


We are looking for a disabled person with appropriate 
experience and skills to carry out effective lobbying 
and campaigning work to promote disabled people’s 
human and civil rights based on the social model of 
disability. 

The post will be managed from Derby. 


For further information and an application form, 
please contact MDPAG at: BEVC, Aked Close, 
Ardwick, Manchester, M12 4AN 


Telephone: 0161 273 5033 (voice and text) 
E-mail: admin@mdpag.org.uk 
Website: | www.mdpag.org.uk 


Further details and application form, in accessible 
formats, will be available from Kevin Towler, BCODP, 
Litchurch Plaza, Litchurch Lane, Derby, DE24 8AA. 


Email: kevint@bcodp.org.uk 
Phone: 01332 295551. 

Minicom: 01332 295581. 

Fax: 01332 295580. 

Closing date: 26th November 2004 


Interviews will be held on: 10th December 2004 at 
Derby Office. 


TV SEARCH FOR LIFE CHANGERS 


Over 45 and about to live the life of your dreams? 
Are you starting over — leaving work, waving goodbye to the rat race 
and setting up your dream business? : 
If so, the makers of a new TV series for Channel 4 would like to hear from you. 
Please contact the Life Begins Again team 
on 01752 333900 or lifebegins@twofour.co.uk 


Application packs are available in alternative formats 
on request. 


This vacancy is only open to disabled people 
Closing date: 5th November 2004, 16.00 
Interviews will be held on the 15th November 2004 
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TS S=<<<<< | = 
scep 


About cerebral palsy. 
For disabled people achieving equality. 


Have you got a way with words? Could you 
get people excited about new ideas and involved in 
_change? 


Internal Communications Officer 
London £23,443 - £26,145 including London Weighting 


We are looking for a bright and creative individual to join the Internal 
Communications team and help us to inform, involve and inspire 
Scope’s large and diverse internal audience. 


This role will see you supporting the emerging internal 
communications strategy and getting involved in a diverse range of 
communication projects. You will take the lead in producing dynamic 
and effective publications, writing clear and accessible copy. Your 
skills include being able to deal with different types of people and 
making complicated ideas easy to understand. An ability to see the 
big picture, together with an organised and confident approach, will 
also be an advantage. 


This is an opportunity to work in a fast evolving team in an 
organisation which is aiming to achieve fundamental change in the 
lives of disabled people. 


For more information and/or an application pack, please contact 
John Southgate, Scope, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 
Telephone: 020 7619 7390. Email: john.southgate@scope.org.uk 
Minicom: 020 7619 7137 


Please note: This post is reserved 
for disabled people only. 
Closing date for applications: 12 November 2004. 


Registered charity no 208231 


For more information about Scope go to www.scope.org.uk 


+ Sign the equality pledge at www.timetogetequal.org.uk 


Churchill &) Friend 


TRAINING & CONSULTANCY 


Disability Management at Work (home-based) 


Churchill & Friend Ltd are acknowledged as the UK’s leading authority on disability 
and diversity issues, advising both private and public sector organisations. 


Due to our continued expansion we require a number of staff with a specialist 
background in Disability at Work. 


If you have experience in the following areas we would like to hear from you: 


e Giving advice concerning the employment and retention of disabled people 
e Knowledge of the Disability Discrimination Act and reasonable adjustments 
© Occupational Health and Human Resources 

e Case management. 


You should be self-motivated, self-managed and have excellent communication 
skills - written, telephone and face-to-face. As we work with a variety of people, 
including disabled people, line managers and third party service providers, 
previous experience would be a distinct advantage. You should be able to keep 
meticulous progress records of cases and be able to pro-actively case manage 
through regular phone calls and/or visits and have a general knowledge of 
administration practices. It is essential that you are a competent user of 
Microsoft Word and Excel spreadsheets. Travel will be part of the role so you 
should either be a car owner, for which an agreed mileage rate will be paid, 

or be able to travel by alternative means. You will be accountable to the 
Contracts Manager with in-house administrative support. 


The position comes with an attractive salary and 25 days’ holiday per annum. 


Churchill & Friend will make any necessary reasonable adjustments for disabled 
applicants and particularly welcomes applications from suitably qualified people 
with a personal knowledge of disability. 


Please send your CV in the first instance to: Charlotte Kemp, Churchill & Friend Ltd, 
Weltech Centre, Ridgeway, Welwyn Garden City, Herts AL7 2AA by 19th November 2004 
or alternatively email: charlotte.kemp@churchillandfriend.com 


We are an equal opportunities employer. 


DEADLIINE 


Disability Now December 2004 
published 27 November. 


Classified deadlines: Booking: 


12 November. Copy: 16 November. 


artsline 


disability access information service 


London’s primary information and advice service for disabled 


people on access fo arts and entertainments 


CULTURAL DIVERSITY OFFICER 


We are seeking to fill a shortterm contract 9 months for the post 
of Cultural Diversity Officer at a salary of £17,779 pa (pro rata), 


for 5 days per week. The post holder would be responsible for 


continuing to develop and update the information database on 


London's Multicultural Access Guide and partnership with 


European disability organisations, working closely with black 


and minority ethnic and refugee communities. 


Artsline is an Equal Opportunities employer. 


Application details from: Maureen Robinson, Administrator 
email: maureen@artsline.org.uk Tel: O20 7388 2460 
www.artsline.org.uk 


54 Chalton Street, London NW1 1HS 
Closing date: 12 November 2004 
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NCZL 
Chief Executive 
National Centre for Independent Living 


A centre of excellence, supporting independent living, promoting 
choices and rights of Disabled People. 


Our original Chief Executive is moving on. We are seeking a dynamic, 
innovative disabled person to continue the success of the organisation, 
to lead and develop our wide ranging work programme. 

You need: knowledge of Direct Payments, extensive knowledge 

of social care policy, senior management experience, fundraising 
skills and proven leadership skills. 

We offer: Salary in range £37,572 to £41,484; 25 days holiday; 
accessible London office; excellent opportunities for national 
networking; a commitment to equal opportunities. 


For an application pack contact: - 

Lisa Noble, National Centre for Independent Living, 
250 Kennington Lane, London, SE11 5RD. 

Voice: 020 7587 1663 

Minicom: 020 7587 1177 

Email: office@ncil.org.uk 

Or see our website: www.ncil.org.uk 


Closing date: Friday 19 November 2004 
Interview date: Monday 29 November 2004 


DEADLIINE 


DN Extra November 2004 published 
13 November. 
Classified deadlines: Booking & Copy: 


5 November. 


scepe 


About cerebral palsy 
For disabled people achieving equality 


The Disabled People 
with High Support Needs 
project, in conjunction with 

Scope's Diversity Works 
programme, aims to 
identify ways in which 
disabled people who use 
assistance workers can 
have their needs met 
when finding and 
maintaining employment. 
The project is looking for 
disabled people to 
contribute their first hand 
experiences of the issues 
they face in looking for 
work and in the 
workplace, by filling in 
a research questionnaire. 
Assistance with completing 
questionnaires is 
provided, if requested. 
Contact Dick Harris, 
project officer, tel/fax: 
024 7665 2588, or email: 
dick.harris@scope.org.uk 


scepe 


About cerebral palsy. 
For disabled people achieving equality. 


SPEAKING FOR 
OURSELVES: SCOPE 
VOLUNTEERS NEED 

PEOPLE WITH CP OVER 
50 TO CREATE THEIR 
OWN HISTORY 


Local volunteers for 
Scope, the leading 
disability charity, are 
beginning pioneering work 
on a major oral history of 
disabled people entitled: 
Speaking for Ourselves. 


They will interview local 
people with cerebral 
palsy, aged 50 and over, 
on what it means to be 
disabled and how 
attitudes have changed 
during the course of their 
lives. These real-life 
testimonies will form a 
national educational 
resource to ensure that 
future generations can 
learn about the barriers 
disabled people have 
faced over the last century. 


For more information on 
the project and to tell us 
your story, please call 
Philip Mann, the project 
co-ordinator for Speaking 
for Ourselves, on 
020 7619 7228. 
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46 Classified 


Birmingham Centre for Inclusive Living 


CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
NJC Grade POH - £33,009 


This new CIL will work to promote independent living for disabled 
people in the City of Birmingham. In particular, we will assist disabled 
people living in residential homes and other dependency creating 

| environments to move back into the community and lead independent 

| lives. The CIL Directors are looking to appoint a dynamic disabled person 


| as Chief Executive to help them develop this much-needed resource. 
The person appointed will already have senior management experience 
and will be familiar with policy development and implementation, HR 
management and will have practical experience of fundraising and 

| financial management. 


| Candidates should request an application pack from Richard Wood 
| Consultancy Services Ltd, 26 Chapel Street, Ripley, Derbyshire, DES 3DL. 
| Tel: 01773 570834 or email richard.wood6@btinternet.com 

Please state if you require this in another accessible format. 


Closing date for applications is Friday 19th November. 


scepe 


About cerebral palsy. 
For disabled people achieving equality. 


THE LONDON PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE WOULD LIKE 
TO INVITE YOU TO ATTEND OUR LONDON AREA FORUM 
ON SATURDAY 20TH NOVEMBER 2004 AT THE FORUM 
@ GREENWICH, TRAFALGAR ROAD, LONDON SE10 9EQ. 


COME ALONG AND FIND OUT ABOUT 
SCOPE’S NEW ADULT INFORMATION PACK AND 
SCOPE’S TIME TO GET EQUAL CAMPAIGN! 


THERE WILL BE REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE AND 
OUR LONDON VOLUNTEER NETWORK WILL BE 
PERFORMING A DRAMA SESSION. 


IF YOU WOULD BE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING 
PLEASE CONTACT FIONA MCGEEVER ON 020 7619 7377 
OR E-MAIL fiona.mcgeever@scope.org.uk 
FOR MORE INFORMATION. 


¢ Public Appointments 


department for 


education and skills 


creating opportunity, releasing potential, achieving excellence 


Office of the 
Schools 
Adjudicator 


\) 
< 
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_ Office of the Schools Adjudicator - Schools Adjudicator (3 posts) 


We are seeking individuals with a proven track 
record of leadership and planning at a senior level 
in the education sector. You will need to be 
impartial and independent with keenly developed 


analytical, presentational and communication skills. 


Schools Adjudicators make decisions on school 
organisation proposals which have not been 
resolved locally, and on complaints about school 
admission arrangements. 


The Adjudicators - currently a team of 10 - are led 
by a Chief Adjudicator who allocates cases and 
ensures quality and consistency in adjudications. 
They are appointed by the Secretary of State for 
Education and Skills but come under the scope of 
the Council on Tribunals and act independently of 
the Department. 


These posts are part-time, working mainly from 
home. You will receive a daily rate of £310 for work 
conducted away from home and an hourly rate of 
£50 for work at home. Travel and subsistence 
expenses will be met. 


Applicants must be available to undertake 
adjudications for a minimum of 40 days between 
1 April and 31 March, including at least 20 days 
between 1 June and 31 August. 


For details of how to apply and an information pack, 
please send a postcard bearing your name and 
address to Ms Alex Daventry-Claridge, Level 1E 
Caxton House, 6-12 Tothill Street, London, SW1H 9NA 
quoting reference OSA, or e-mail Alex at 
pba.team@dfes.gsi.gov.uk 


Completed application should be returned no 
later than 12 November 2004. 


THE DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATION AND SKILLS IS COMMITTED TO MAKING APPOINTMENTS ON MERIT BY FAIR AND OPEN PROCESS 


“Services (cont’d) 


| Live how YOU want to... 


ENA provide specialist “live-in” care, tailored 
to the individual needs of our clients. 


* Retain your independence in the comfort of your own home 
with ‘one-to-one’ help 


¢ All of our Carers/Personal Assistants undergo our own training 
programme before being placed with a client 


e 24 hour/7 day ‘back up’ 


Established 10 years in London and the Home Counties... now very 
pleased to be able to offer this service in the North East!! 


Give us a call on 08451 668334 north East 
08456 442294 London & Home Counties 


Alternatively, take a look at our website 
WwWwW.ena.co.uk 


oy 


—UKHCA_ 


European Nursing Agency Ltd. 
Smallford Lane, St Albans, Herts. AL4 OSA 
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HOLIDAY BUNGALOWS BUILT 
FOR DISABLED PEOPLE 


IN THE PARKLAND GROUNDS OF STRODE PARK, HERNE, KENT 
OVERHEAD TRACKING, ELECTRIC HOISTS, 
HI/LO BEDS, FULLY EQUIPPED 
brochure from STRODE PARK FOUNDATION HERNE 
CT6 7NE 01227 373292 FAX 369033 


e-mail info@strodepark.org.uk website: www-.strodepark.org.uk 


OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
and daily meal service. 

Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
RAN Hall, Penrose Burden, 

St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


Portreath — Cornwall 
Tastefully converted luxury 5 star barns 
on the breathtaking North Cornish Coast. 
Full wheelchair access, en-suite 
bedrooms, level entry shower. 


Sleeps 2-6. Short Breaks available. 
A warm welcome guaranteed. 
Tel: Lynne Drew 01209 842317 
www. higherlaityfarm.co.uk 


LeeLee ——‘“CisSS 


¢ Recruitment (on page 42 to 46) ¢ Open Day ¢ Holidays 


Cornwall - Nr Truro. 
Newly converted barn on small family 
farm. Fully wheelchair accessible. 
Ensuite bedrooms. Sleeps 4. For details 
contact Esme Eyles 01726 883240 or 
www.treworgansfarm.co.uk 


CUMBRIA Idyllic & peaceful beauty spot. The 
Tranquil Otter Lakeshore Lodges 5 cosy lodges 
(1 accessible), 2 luxury lodges (both accessible) 
with accessible sauna, whirlpool bath, log burner 
etc. Lakeside paths, lake (via wheely boat) and 
shop all accessible. Resident Otters. Own rowing 
boat. 01228 576661. www.the-tranquil-otter.co.uk 


BE NEXT TO THE SEA AT HEYSHAM 
Magnificent view. miles of level promenade. 
Wheelchair friendly, tracking and portable hoists. 
Bakare beds, mobile chair for ensuite shower/toilet. 
3 bedrooms/lounge/dining kitchen/study/tv/dvd. 
Close to Lakeland, Bowland, RSPB reserves etc. 
Free cycles and telescope use. 
For more information and bookings, telephone 
Allan or Jan on: 01274 588149. 


Cornwall — Accessible Country Lodges 
Purpose-built for disabled guests. Sleeps six people. 
Minutes from beaches and Eden Project. Includes use 
of communal indoor swimming pool and bar. 
Call Winged Fellowship Trust: 0845 345 1971. 
www.wft.org.uk Registered Charity No. 295072 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 


Charming cottage in Dordogne region available for rent. 
Reasonable rates. If you are looking for peace and quiet, 
warm weather, good food and wine, this is the place for 
you. Call or fax Ed Passant on 01233 731 097 or e-mail: 


ed.passant@mail.com web: www.accessholidays.com 


Norfolk, Nar Valley 
Holiday Cottages 


3 self-catering, all wheelchair accessible, 1 with 
wheel-in shower room, 2 with airbaths. Mostly 
en-suite. Hoist and electric bed. On working farm — 
peaceful location, central for beaches and tourist 
attractions. Indoor heated swimming pool. Also B&B. 
More details and prices, contact: 
Rosemary on 01760 338797. 


The Algarve, Portugal 


Small hotel owned and run by English family. 
Home from home. Happy and friendly. Home 
cooked food. Diets catered for. All bedrooms 
en-suite. Our own swimming pool and grass 
bowling green. Golfing bookings can be made. 
We are fully equipped for wheelchair users, 
their families and friends. Met at Faro airport. 
For brochures and flights with A.T.0.L. agents, 
tel: 00 351 289 396589, fax: 00 351 289 394924. 


PAIGNTON DEVON 
WHEEL CHAIR FRIENDLY 6 BERTH CARAVAN 
PURPOSE DESIGN FOR DISABLED GUESTS 
INCLUDES USE OF INDOOR HEATED POOL 
CLUB & BAR FACILITIES. 
CALL DEVON ASBAH 01803 522256. 


10 MINUTES 
FROM DISNEYLAND 


Florida villa owned by 
paraplegic. Sleeps up to 12, 
fully accessible and large. 
King size bed with ensuite 
bathroom, we and wheel-in 
shower. Large pool with water 
operated seat for a disabled 
person. A holiday you can take 
with confidence. Contact John 


Gillett on: 01805 601147. 


Brittany Cottage to let. 
Adapted for wheelchair use. Good 

access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. — 
Details C. Hodgson. : 
Tel (01924) 499220. 


Near Salisbury - newly converted stable block 
self-catering units. Ground floor 1 double/twin 
bedroom en-suite wheel-in shower. Upstairs 
1 double, 1 single, shower room. Open plan kitchen 
& living room. Patio & shared garden. ETB category 
2, 4-star highly commended. Non-smoking. Prices 
from £195 pw. Available all year. Tel: 01722 349002, 
e-mail: mail@old-stables.co.uk, www.old-stables.co.uk 


Safaris to Kenya 


Specialist Safaris for people with 
disabilities. Customised to your 
needs. Lift equipped vehicles. 
Great wildlife viewing. 
www.greenleopard.com 
safaris@greenleopard.com 
00 254 20577304 (Kenya) 


Up for grabs 47 


WINTER READING 


Tmt 


CLARE FRANCIS 
HOMELAND 


A“ you dreading the long, winter evenings? Why not relax with a steamy hot drink and a good 


audiobook? Thanks to Pan Macmillan, DN has eight copies to give away. 

Take your pick from four titles. As It Was (1) is an autobiography by the cricket legend himself, 
Fred Trueman, who, for the first time, tells the full, definitive story of his life with characteristic hon- 
esty. Homeland by Clare Francis (2) takes us back to 1946 when Wladyslaw Malinowski, a young vet- 
eran of Monte Cassino, attempts to start a new life on a withy farm in the Somerset wetlands, but it 
seems he will be held responsible for a death there. Ken Follett’s ultimate knife-edge drama Whiteout 
(3) is set in a remote house where family members and colleagues each conspire to get their share of 
Stanley Oxenford’s success from a drug he is developing to fight a lethal virus. If you wonder what 
happens behind the scenes in the world of modern journalism, Andrew Marr’s My Trade (4) is a guide 
for those of us who read newspapers or watch news bulletins but want to know more. 

Just tick your preferred book on the entry form. 

For more information about any of Pan Macmillian’s 


| titles contact your local branch or visit AA PAN M ACMILL AN 


www.panmacmillan.com 


READING STANDS 


tudy Buddy is giving away five reading stands. 
S A Study Buddy De Luxe will support books, 

magazines, manuals, art, music and display 
» \ : work, so that you can eat, drink or take notes hands- 
free. It has fitted adjusters so that you can choose the 
slope angle, book-page clips to keep your book open for 
you and magazine/art page clips for light use. It is 
strong, portable, lightweight and twin-sided. It is made 
of recyclable polypropylene in cool white. Height 32cms 
x 42cms wide (approx. 
and folded). Wipes 
clean. Normal price is £14.70 inc. P & P until 31.12.04. including 
adjusters and clips. To win a Study Buddy De Luxe tick reading 
stand on the entry form. 

For further product information please visit 

www.wordpower.u-net.com or send an SAE to Study Buddy, 
PO Box 255, Farnborough, Hants, GU14 8XZ. 


implantex are the leading suppliers of wet weather wear and 
Ss for wheelchair and scooter users. Their range 
includes scooter storage covers, wheelchair macs, cushions, 
bags and more... 
DN can offer two readers the chance to win a Scooter Storage 
Cover worth £38 or a Deluxe Memory Cushion worth £40. 
The Scooter Storage Cover is a heavy duty, fully waterproof cover, 
featuring an easy fix and secure fastening system. 
The Memory Cushion is a superior 
wheelchair cushion. The foam moulds to the 
body's contours offering continuous support 
and even distribution of pressure. 
For your chance to win simply 
tick Storage Cover or Memory Cushion 
on the entry form. 
For further information about Simplantex, 
call freephone 0800 9800 150 or visit 
www.simplantex.co.uk 


LAST MONTH’S WINNERS 


The winners of the pairs of family tickets to Thorpe Park in the September issue of DN were, S Key 
from Derbyshire, E Day from Leicester, M Shrigley from West Midlands, J Millar from West Sussex, 
A Clark from Nottinghamshire and D Walsh from London. The winners of the jackets from 
Rackety’s were S Briffett and B Reddington from Penzance. The winners of the Signalong videos were 
-L Muldoon from London and M Lawley from Kidderminster. The winners of the Rain Man DVD’s 
were J K Wright from Gloucestershire, J Andrews from Lincolnshire and P D Moore from 


Wolverhampton. 


aaa eee eee ee eee eee eee eee 
to e nte r Tick the competition circle below, 
add your details, and send for 
FREE to Disability Now, Freepost WD4323, London N7 9BR, 


or you can fax it on 020 7619 7331, or e-mail the details to: 
fiona.mitchell@scope.org.uk 
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te rms & ¢ closing date for entrants: 19.11.04 ¢ Entrants 
sas must be over 18 ¢ No proof of purchase 
conditions 


alternatives ¢ Winners notified by post ¢ Editor’s decision is final ¢ Special 


required ¢ UK entrants only ¢ No cash 


offers not open to DN staff or associates © Winners may be announced in 
DN ¢ In association with Pan MacMillan, Study Buddy and Simplantex. 
We may use your name and address for further marketing purposes. 


Please tick the box if you do not wish your details to be included (} 
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Christmas 
countdown 
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| 
A 
All the best news, views, jobs and offers. On sale 27 November. 


@ FIRST EVER SEX SURVEY 


DN joins forces with psychologist and sex therapist 
Simon Parrit to discover the truth about disabled people 
and their sexuality. 


@ ON THE HIGH SEAS 


Helen Smith checks out cross-Channel ferries 


@ CHRISTMAS CRACKERS 


Four pages of food, gifts and books to inspire you 


@ ACCESS TO... 
Worship 


NEWSAGENT ORDER FORM 


| (Please complete and take to your newsagent) : 
1Please reserve me aregular copyof () i 
| Disability Now until further notice 
Please deliver a copy of Disability Now () 
; to my home address i 
I ' 
FANT V a bse canter cote cee en nec cco eee i 
i Address: eae Oar inten Deni iy ok Ms 2 eee ch Sere ee) 

cin pA A a eee RE Fk A eS eee ; 
a eee loa F OSICOCG vce Meee rer eae os i 
I i 
! Signature: ! 
Fo the newsagent: Disability Now, ISSN 0958-4676, is j 
I published monthly by Scope, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 1! 


; Meadows, Ripley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6HR. 
I Tel: +44 (0)1483 211222, fax: +44 (0)1483 224541. 


, It is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, White Hart 
H 
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Flexi-seat 
seating system 


TorSpring 
Ramp Technology 


NA nw.lewisreedgroup.co.uk 


Access after 


DDA day 4 
Mole, mobility 


Sue Townsend talks to DN 


and the media 


ie exclusively from Lewis Reed 
the all new aesats -seat system in the all new Berlingo Accessible Vehicle 


What's new? 
@ Type approved and tested conversion 
e Flexi-seat Seating System 
Vv a ® Safety Tested Lowered Floor 
ban cattes e TorSpring’ Assisted Ultra-light 
Ramp Technology 


ake) 


@ Motability Accredited Conversion 


Quality, confidence and desirability are the words that best describe the 
Lewis Reed range of wheelchair accessible vehicles, but don't take our word 
for it, compare for yourself by booking a demonstration before you finally 
decide. We are that confident that you will see that Lewis Reed deliver the 
best value for money acessible vehicles available. For more information on 
our full range call 0845 345 0127 or visit www.lewisreedgroup.co.uk 


Citroen Berlingo St Tropez 


Includes: Flexi-seat” or single seat option 
Metallic Paint, Electric Windows, 

Electric Mirrors, Remote Control 

Central Locking, ABS 


1.4P/1.9D/1.6iP/2.0HDi 
Prices from Ye 


“ 7 - — a WE Yee 
£12,995.00 j | / ge 


er national home demonstration service 


Part Exchange ' Free Delivery Finance Available Home Demos 
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VAT and Road Fund Licence usually exempt for DLA holders. Errors & omissions excepted 


